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Abstract:  Exploiting the special characteristics of accoutrements at the nanoscale is known as 

nanotechnology. Due of the advanced quality and smarter goods that nanotechnology offers, it has getting 

more popular across a variety of diligence. Nanomedicine is the use of nanotechnology in healthcare and 

drug, and it has been utilised to treat some of the most wide ails, similar as cancer and cardiovascular 

conditions. An overview of recent developments in nanotechnology in the areas of imaging and drug 

delivery is given in the current composition. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Nanotechnology is the use of this knowledge to make or change novel items. Nanoscience is the study of the special 

properties of materials between 1-100 nm. Nanomaterials can be produced thanks to the atomic-scale structure 

manipulation (1-3). Nanomaterials can be employed in a variety of applications, including electronics and medical, 

since they exhibit special optical, electrical, and/or magnetic capabilities at the nanoscale. Because they offer a high 

surface area to volume ratio, nanomaterials are exceptional. Nanomaterials are regulated by the principles of quantum 

mechanics rather than the classical laws of physics and chemistry, in contrast to conventional large-scale manufactured 

objects and systems. Nanotechnology, in its simplest form, is the creation of usable items and functional systems at the 

atomic or molecular size. 

Because they provide I better-built, ii) safer and cleaner, iii) longer-lasting, and iv) smarter goods for the medical, 

communications, daily life, agricultural, and other industries, nanotechnologies have had a substantial impact on 

practically all industries and areas of society (5). There are two main categories of how nanoparticles are used in 

common items. First, by incorporating some of its special features into a pre-existing product, nanomaterials can 

enhance the composite products' overall performance. Otherwise, due to their unique features, nanomaterials like 

nanoparticles and nanocrystals can be used directly to produce sophisticated devices with high power. Nearly all 

industrial areas may be impacted by the advantages of nanomaterials in the future (6). 

Nanomaterials are used for good in a variety of products that are used on a daily basis, including sunscreen, cosmetics, 

sporting goods, tyres, and electronics (6). Nanotechnologies have also changed medical research, particularly in the 

areas of imaging, drug delivery, and diagnostic techniques. 

 
Figure 1: Impacts of Nanotechnology. 
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Nanomaterials enable the mass production of goods with improved functionality, at much reduced costs, and with 

greener and cleaner manufacturing methods, thereby enhancing healthcare and lowering the environmental effect of 

manufacturing (7). 

 

II. NANOTECHNOLOGY IN MEDICINE AND HEALTHCARE 

The word" nanomedicine" is used to describe the use of nanotechnologies in healthcare and drug. In particular, 

conditions can be averted, detected, covered, and treated using nanoscale technologies and nano- enabled styles (8). 

Nanotechnologies have the eventuality to significantly advance the field of drug, including in imaging and individual 

tools, medicine delivery systems, towel- finagled constructs, implants, and pharmaceutical rectifiers (9). They've also 

advanced the treatment of a number of conditions, similar as diabetes, bacterial and viral infections, cancer, 

cardiovascular conditions, and musculoskeletal conditions (10). 

 

III. TYPES OF NANOPARTICLES 

Numerous nanoparticles and nanomaterials have been studied and given the green light for usage in medicine so far. 

Below, some typical nanoparticle kinds are covered. 

 

3.1 Micelles 

Lipids and amphiphilic molecules combine to form micelles, which are amphiphilic surfactant molecules. Micelles can 

be used to integrate hydrophobic therapeutic medicines because they spontaneously aggregate and self-assemble into 

spherical vesicles with a hydrophilic outer monolayer and a hydrophobic core in aqueous conditions. Hydrophobic 

medications' solubility can be increased thanks to the special characteristics of micelles, which also increases 

bioavailability. Micelles have a diameter that spans from 10 to 100 nm. Micelles can be used as medicinal agents, 

imaging agents, contrast agents, and drug delivery systems (11). 

 

3.2 Liposomes 

Liposomes are lipid bilayer-containing spherical vesicles with particle diameters ranging from 30 nm to several 

microns. Hydrophobic therapeutic compounds can be encapsulated in the liposomal membrane layer and hydrophilic 

therapeutic agents can be encapsulated in the aqueous phase using liposomes. Liposomes are adaptable; by modifying 

their surface properties with polymers, antibodies, or proteins, it is possible to incorporate macromolecular medicines, 

such as nucleic acids and crystalline metals, inside them (10,11). As the first FDA-approved nanomedicine for the 

treatment of breast cancer, poly (ethylene glycol) (PEG)elated liposomal doxorubicin (Doxil®) increases the effective 

drug concentration in malignant effusions without increasing the total dose (10,11). 

 

3.3 Dendrimers 

Dendrimers are macromolecules made up of external functional groups and have repeated branches that extend from a 

central core (10-12). These functional groups, which can have anionic, neutral, or cationic terminals, can be employed 

to change a structure's overall makeup as well as its chemical and physical characteristics. Dendrimers can be made 

highly bioavailable and biodegradable by adding therapeutic substances to the surface groups or the internal space of 

the dendrimers. It has been demonstrated that dendrimer-saccharide or peptide conjugates have better solubility and 

stability upon therapeutic medication absorption as well as enhanced antibacterial, antiprion, and antiviral capabilities 

(13). Dendriplexes, also known as polyamidoamine dendrimer-DNA complexes, have been studied as gene delivery 

vectors and show potential for promoting successive gene expression, targeted medication administration, and 

enhancing medicinal efficacy. 

 

3.4 Nanotubes of carbon 

Carbon nanotubes are cylindrical molecules made of sheets of a single layer of carbon atoms that have been wrapped up 

(graphene). They may have one or more walls, or they may consist of a number of concentrically connected nanotubes 

(17). Carbon nanotubes can attain significantly high loading capacities as drug carriers due to their high exterior surface 
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area. Additionally, carbon tubes are attractive as biological sensors and imaging contrast agents due to their distinct 

optical, mechanical, and electrical features (18, 19). (20). 

 

3.5 Nanoscale Metal Particles 

Iron oxide and gold nanoparticles are examples of metallic nanoparticles. A magnetic core (4-5 nm) plus hydrophilic 

polymers, like dextran or PEG, make up iron oxide nanoparticles (17-20). On the other hand, negative reactive groups 

surround the gold atom core in gold nanoparticles, which can be functionalized by adding a monolayer of surface 

moieties as ligands for active targeting (17-20). Metallic nanoparticles have been employed as optical biosensors (12), 

contrast agents for imaging (21), laser-based therapies (12), imaging contrast agents (12), and drug delivery systems 

(12). (22). 

 

3.6 Atomic Dots 

Fluorescent semiconductor quantum dots (QDs), which range in size from 1 to 100 nm, have showed promise in a 

number of biological applications, including drug administration and cellular imaging (17,23,24). The shell-core 

structure of quantum dots typically consists of elements from the II-VI or III-V group of the periodic table. Quantum 

dots have been used in the field of medical imaging because of their unique optical characteristics, size, high brightness, 

and stability (10,23). 

 

IV. NANOTECHNOLOGY IN IMAGING AND DIAGNOSIS 

One of the most important ways in the medical procedure is the opinion of a condition. All opinion should be made as 

snappily, precisely, and specifically as possible to avoid" false negative" cases. Using anon-invasive system called in 

vivo imaging, symptoms or signals can be set up in a case's live Akins without taking surgery (24). Biological labels 

that may identify changes in Akins at the cellular position are a former advancement in individual imaging ways. 

exercising a natural marker is intended to identify conditions or their symptoms, acting as a tool for early opinion (25). 

It's noteworthy that some of these largely accurate molecular imaging agents have been created using nanotechnologies. 

imaging for opinion exploration in biochemistry and drug constantly uses imaging ways like-rays, ultrasounds, 

reckoned tomography, nuclear drug, and glamorous resonance imaging. Though they can be enhanced by the use of 

discrepancy and targeting agents grounded on nanotechnologies to ameliorate resolution and particularity by relating 

the diseased spot at the towel position, these ways can only assay differences on the towel face veritably late in 

complaint progression (27). The maturity of the discrepancy agents employed in medical imaging moment are bitsy 

motes with anon-specific distribution and a quick metabolism, which raises the possibility of unfavourable poisonous 

side goods (10). Since nanomaterials have reduced toxin and better permeability and retention goods in Akins, this is 

the area of drug where nanotechnologies have had the biggest impact by helping to design more potent discrepancy 

agents for virtually all imaging procedures. The biodistribution, blood rotation half- life, cellular immersion, towel 

penetration, and targeting of nanoparticles are all greatly told by their size. 

 
Figure 2: Nanoparticles in biomedical applications 

There are several restrictions on the usage of nanoparticles in X-rays. A number of heavy atoms must be given to the 

target site without producing any harmful reactions in order to improve the contrast. Gold and silver surface atoms, 

which are stable and inert, can be used to accomplish this. Due to their low toxicity, gold nano shells have therefore 
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attracted a lot of research. As one of the most promising materials for optical imaging of malignancies, gold nano shells 

are heavy metal nanoparticles with a dielectric core enclosed in a gold shell. 

Due to their non-invasive nature, gold nano shells are inexpensive, safe, and may offer high resolution imaging. Due to 

the metal's unified electronic reaction to light in both gold colloids and gold nano shells, which results in active optical 

absorption, they are identical in terms of their physical properties (29-32). Since gold nano shells' optical resonance can 

be precisely tuned throughout a wide range, including near-infrared, where tissue transmissivity is higher, gold nano 

shells are frequently used by researchers as contrast agents in the optical coherence tomography of cancer cells. The 

impacts of these nanomaterials in biological systems need to be understood and predicted, which will need a lot more 

investigation and pre-clinical studies. 

 
Figure 3: Types of nanomaterials used as contrast agents. 

 

V. EQUIPMENT FOR IN-SITU DIAGNOSIS 

Devices for in-situ diagnosis, including capsule endoscopic cameras, have proven effective in clinical settings. Through 

oral consumption, these devices may find and photograph the bleeding source as well as other interior issues. In order to 

increase their usability and applications, it is predicted that these devices will eventually include nano-scaled sensors for 

chemicals, viruses, bacteria, and ph. Additionally, these gadgets are being developed as a different, safe, and accurate 

way to use medication-loaded capsules in drug delivery systems. 

 

5.1 Medication Delivery Using Nanotechnology 

Drugs are frequently administered to a specific target place during therapy. If there is no internal channel for drug 

delivery, external therapeutic approaches including radiotherapy and surgery are used. To combat diseases, these 

techniques are frequently combined or used interchangeably. The aim of treatment is to permanently eliminate the 

tumours or illness-causing factors through targeted removal (35). Nanotechnologies are significantly advancing this 

field by creating novel drug delivery systems, some of which have been tested in clinical settings and are currently 

being used. 

For instance, liposomes (Doxil®) can transport the highly lethal medication doxorubicin straight to tumour cells 

without harming the heart or kidneys. Additionally, paclitaxel combined with polymeric mPEG-PLA micelles is used to 

treat metastatic breast tumours with chemotherapy (Genexol-PM®). Improved in vivo distribution, circumvention of the 

reticuloendothelial system, and favourable pharmacokinetics are all factors that contribute to nanotechnologies' success 

in drug administration. 

Control of drug release and targeting capabilities make up the ideal drug delivery system. By properly locating and 

eliminating dangerous or malignant cells, side effects can be considerably avoided, and treatment effectiveness can be 

ensured. Controlled drug release can help lessen unwanted effects. 

Because of their small size and ability to be delivered via intravenous and other methods, nanoparticle drug delivery 

systems have the advantages of reducing irritating reactions and improving penetration within the body. These methods 

have produced favourable results (38), exhibiting improved drug bioavailability, targeted drug delivery, and uptake of 

low solubility drugs. The specificity of nanoparticle drug delivery systems is made possible by attaching drugs to nano-

scaled radioactive antibodies that are complementary to antigens on the cancer cells. 
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VI. NANOTECHNOLOGY AND CANCER TREATMENT 

Possibly numerous people throughout the world struggle with cancer, emphasizing the need for an accurate individual 

approach and a unique drug delivery system that’s further focused, effective, and has many side goods. still, anticancer 

treatments are constantly considered to be superior, If the remedial medicine can reach the precise target spot without 

producing any adverse goods. This necessary focused delivery may be made better by chemically altering the face of 

nanoparticle carriers. The addition of cut or polyethylene oxide to nanoparticle shells is among the stylish illustrations 

of face differences. These changes ameliorate the capability to target tumours as well as the particularity of medicine 

uptake. cut objectification prevents the vulnerable system from relating nanoparticles as foreign substances, allowing 

them to travel through the rotation and ultimately reach the tumour. Hydrogel's use in the treatment of bone cancer is 

another excellent illustration of this slice- edge technology. Herceptin is a type of monoclonal antibody used to treat 

bone cancer by specifically targeting cancer cells' HER2 receptor. therefore, a hydrogel grounded on vitamin E has been 

created that can deliver Herceptin to the target spot for a number of weeks with just one cure. The hydrogel- grounded 

medicine delivery is more effective than traditional subcutaneous and intravenous delivery routes because to the 

enhanced retention of Herceptin within the tumour, making it a more effectiveanti-tumor agent. Through the operation 

of nanotechnologies, nanoparticles can be altered in a number of ways to extend rotation, ameliorate medicine 

localization, boost drug efficacity, and conceivably decelerate the emergence of multidrug resistance. FDA- approved 

nanomedicines like Abraxane ®, Doxia ®, or Genexol- PM ® have been used in multitudinous studies as adjuvants in 

chemotherapy rules for cancer. For the treatment of metastatic bone cancer, Abraxane ®, a paclitaxel albumin- 

stabilized nanoparticle expression (nab- paclitaxel), has entered blessing. According toClinicaltrials.gov as of August 

2020, there are further than 900 active clinical trials using nab- paclitaxel as an anticancer medicine. also, nab- 

paclitaxel showed good issues when combined with 5- chloro-2.4-dihydrooxypyridine, tegafur, and overcall potassium 

for the treatment of HER2-negative bone cancer cases. Among the anticancer medicines in liposome- grounded 

medicine phrasings that have experienced the most thorough exploration are doxorubicin, daunorubicin, paclitaxel, and 

vincristine11 
 

VII. CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE TREATMENT WITH NANOTECHNOLOGY 

Another area where the characteristics of nanoparticles may be used is in the treatment of cardiovascular disorders. Due 

to an increase in sedentary lifestyles, cardiovascular illnesses are the leading cause of death worldwide, and death rates 

are dangerously rising (47). Stroke, hypertension, and a restriction or obstruction of blood circulation in a particular 

area are typical instances of cardiovascular illnesses that affect many people. These illnesses are the most prevalent 

ones that result in death and permanent incapacity (47). Novel therapeutic and diagnostic approaches for the treatment 

of cardiovascular disorders are made possible by nanotechnologies. 

The majority of cardiovascular risk factors, such as diabetes mellitus, smoking, high cholesterol, homocystinuria, and 

hypertension, are linked to reduced nitric oxide (NO) endothelial production. It is known that atherosclerosis begins 

with impaired endothelial function. To increase NO supply for potential use in cardiovascular disorders, where limited 

NO bioavailability occurs, gold and silica nanoparticles have been created (48). It has been demonstrated that systemic 

administration of the CREKA-peptide-modified-nano emulsion system loaded with 17-E lowers the levels of 

pathological contributors to early atherosclerosis by decreasing lesion size, lowering plasma lipid levels, and lowering 

the gene expression of inflammatory markers linked to the condition. 

Additionally, new block copolymer formulations made from PEG and poly (propylene sulphide) have been shown to 

reduce pro-inflammatory cytokine levels (50), and they have shown significant promise for treating atherosclerosis. It 

has been demonstrated that liposome-based drug delivery is efficient at preventing platelet aggregation, atherosclerosis, 

and thrombosis. Wide-ranging pharmacological effects of prostaglandin E-1 (PGE-1) include vasodilation, inhibition of 

platelet aggregation, leukocyte adhesion, and an anti-inflammatory action. Phase III clinical trials for PGE-1-delivering 

liposomes (LiprostinTM) are now being conducted for the treatment of several cardiovascular conditions, including 

restenosis after angioplasty. 

Through inventive nanotherapeutic techniques, the efficacy and effectiveness of the traditional thrombolytic 

medications can also be improved. Through mechanical activation within blood arteries, drugs can be specifically 

targeted to vascular blockage locations based on the high-fluid shear strains existing within them. Studies both in vivo 

and in vitro have shown promise, validating this strategy for the destruction of blood clots while utilising a substantially 
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lower dose of thrombolytic medication (48-53). The application of dendrimers is one example of this technique. 

Therapeutic medicines have been delivered using dendrimers in the treatment of numerous disorders. 

Successfully attaching plasminogen activator (rtPA) to dendrimers has created an alternative drug delivery method that 

enables fine-tuning of the rtPA-dendrimer complex concentration over the course of treatment using various dilution 

proportions of each component of the complex (53). The reduction of haemorrhaging, a serious adverse effect of 

thrombolytic medicines, is another possible use of nanoparticles. The intracerebral haemorrhage is minimised and 

retention at the target site is improved by targeted thrombolysis using rtPA bound to polyacrylic acid coated 

nanoparticles. 

Nanotechnology has helped to lessen the negative effects of medications while allowing for lower dosages of the 

medication to treat cardiovascular illnesses. The uses of nanoscale pharmaceuticals in drug delivery are compiled in 

Table VI. Drugs can now be delivered to target areas with more carrier capacity, specificity, and stability thanks to 

advancements in nanotechnology research for drug delivery systems, particularly with regard to their water-insoluble 

features. Researchers have created formulations that can boost treatment effectiveness while cutting costs thanks to 

ongoing developments in nanoparticle drug delivery systems. 

 

VIII. POTENTIAL RISKS OF NANOTECHNOLOGY 

Although the rapidly developing area of nanotechnology has attracted the attention of the general public, there have also 

been substantial discussions over its safety and any potential health hazards. With the usage of nanomaterials, there are 

new difficulties, particularly in foreseeing, comprehending, and managing the possible health concerns. Low-solubility 

nanoparticles have been found to be more poisonous and dangerous than larger particles on a mass-by-mass basis, 

according to research (55). Explosions and catalytic reactions are two more possible dangers posed by nanoparticles. It's 

vital to remember that only a select group of nanomaterials—particularly those with high reactivity and mobility—are 

regarded as dangerous. 

The sheer existence of nanomaterials in a laboratory setting won't constitute a concern to people or the environment 

unless more extensive investigations can demonstrate their harmful impacts (56). Three categories of potential concerns 

associated with nanotechnology can be made generalised: the environment, society, and health 

 

IX. CONCLUSION 

Without a question, nanotechnologies have contributed to advancements in patient quality of life by fostering invention 

in the biotechnological, pharmaceutical, and medical fields. also, they've made it easier to do medical treatments, 

including opinion, remedial interventions, and follow- up monitoring. With the ultimate thing of making medical 

procedures more individualised, affordable, and safe, there's a continuing drive to construct and develop innovative 

nanomaterials to enhance diagnostics and curatives for conditions in a targeted, accurate, potent, and long- lasting 

manner (,58). The eventuality of nanotechnology lies in opting the stylish nanomaterials and minimising any negative 

impacts that can arise. To reduce any implicit pitfalls to mortal health and the terrain, threat assessments are necessary 

before new nano- grounded products are certified for clinical and marketable operation, just like with any other product. 

To more duly determine the sustainability and safety of its use over the long term, a thorough life cycle review is 

necessary. 
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