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Abstract: This research article focuses on the importance of digital repositories and their role in 

education and research fields. As information resources grow and become more available, libraries face 

difficulty in acquiring and providing all electronic resources to users. The changing ways people search 

for information also affect how libraries work. This paper discusses both the good sides and problems of 

digital repositories. The article also looks at some important digital repositories in India. 

 

Keywords: Digital, Electronic, Repositories, Digital Repositories, Open Access, Knowledge Sharing, 

Institutional Repositories, Indian Higher Education, E-Resources 

 

1. Introduction 

The growth of a country depends on how well research grows in that nation. In today's world, information based on 

electronic technology has become a main source of knowledge. This includes things like e-journals, e-books, databases, 

and more. The progress in scientific research and information is always affecting both the quality and the amount of 

information available. It is now needed to share available information with users through communication tools and 

internet technology. Libraries working together and sharing their information resources has become important in India's 

changing education and research environment. Digital repositories are very important for sharing information among 

the scholarly community of the country. 

Library and information centres are quickly adopting new technology to give easy and reliable access to resources. 

Digital libraries, e-libraries, consortia, library websites, portals, and digital repositories are all gifts of the internet 

revolution. 

Meaning of Digital Repositories 

A digital repository is an online storage space that keeps, manages, and gives access to digital materials in a well-

organized way. It collects and saves intellectual work such as research papers, theses, journal articles, books, and 

multimedia files. 

Based on open access ideas, it makes sure that knowledge is freely available to all users no matter where they live or 

which institution they belong to. Main features include search options, metadata tagging, permanent identifiers, and 

preservation tools for keeping materials safe over time. It works as a dependable platform for storing and sharing 

scholarly work, helping research move forward and supporting education. Digital repositories play an important part in 

keeping cultural and intellectual heritage safe for future generations. Over- al 

Digital Repositories and Knowledge Sharing 

Digital repositories act as strong platforms for storing, protecting, and sharing scholarly and cultural knowledge in the 

digital age. These online collections - from institutional research databases to open educational resource collections - 

make information access fair for everyone by removing old barriers like geography, institution, and money. 

By giving centralized and searchable access to theses, research papers, historical documents, and learning materials, 

digital repositories create a culture of open knowledge sharing. In this culture, researchers, students, and the public can 

freely build upon existing work. This teamwork-based system speeds up new ideas, protects intellectual heritage, and 

makes sure that valuable knowledge stays available to future generations. In the end, this strengthens the exchange of 

ideas across the world. 
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Digital Repositories in India 

India is known as a large country with a vast higher education system. There are more than 450 universities in the 

country. There are different types of colleges, and the number of such colleges is more than 18,700. Millions of 

students are studying in these colleges and universities, where education and research activities happen at the same 

time. 

Research and development institutes are working well across the country. These institutes need different kinds of 

information resources for their work. Indian digital repositories provide information in many forms such as e-theses, 

journals, abstracts, and research papers. These many formats help in sharing information through digital repositories. 

Top institutes like IITs, IISc, IIMs, and NITs have created excellent repository systems in India. 

 Process of Digital Repository 

The process of establishing a Digital Repository in the library is as follows; 

1.Collaboration and policy formulation institutions in the same domain should collaborate to establish a repository and 

decide on the rules, regulations, and metadata standards for content management. 

2.Infrastructure and funding to raise funds or allocate a budget for purchasing necessary hardware, software and digital 

storage. 

3.Content acquisition and processing identify, collect, and digitize content while ensuring quality control. 

4.Copyright and submission guidelines to establish mandatory guidelines regarding copyright clearance 4.and author 

agreements for legal deposition of materials. 

5.Governance and Access Management To create a joint committee for managing the repository, providing user access, 

and ensuring long-term preservation. 

Importance of Digital Repositories  

Digital repositories serve as centralized archives for collecting, preserving, and disseminating an institution's 

intellectual output. By providing open access to scholarly works like these, articles, and research data, these platforms 

facilitate global knowledge sharing and enhance the visibility of an institution's research. They ensure that valuable 

academic content is systematically organized, easily discoverable, and permanently accessible to the scholarly 

community.  

The followings are important digital repositories in India 

Sl. 

No. 

Name.of 

Digital 

Repositories 

Est. 

Year 

Type of 

Repostory 

                                                      Purpose 

01  

Shodhganga 

2009 Thesis 

Dissertation 

A national-level reservoir for Indian Electronic Theses and 

Dissertations. Archives thousands of doctoral theses from universities 

across India 

02  

Krishikosh 

2012 Institutional 

+Subject 

Repository 

A dedicated institutional repository for agricultural sciences and allied 

technologies, widely used by agricultural universities and researchers. 

03 National 

Digital 

Library of 

India 

2015 Integrated 

Digital 

Library 

A massive virtual repository and national aggregator providing access 

to millions of academic resources across all disciplines. 

04  

EPrints IISc 

2002 Institutional 

Repository 

One of the oldest and most prestigious repositories, archiving the 

research output of the Indian Institute of Science community. 

05  

NOPR 

2003 Subject / 

Journal 

Repository 

The NISCAIR Online Periodical Repository provides open access to 

full-text articles from 18+ research journals published by CSIR. 

06  2005 Learning A national digital repository for Open and Distance Learning 
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e-GyanKosh Object 

Repository 

institutions, providing access to learning resources and digital content. 

07 D-Space IIT 

Bombay 

2002 Institutional 

Repository 

An active institutional repository for IIT Bombay, covering research 

papers, theses, and technical reports. 

08  

Vidyanidhi

  

2000 Thesis / 

Dissertation 

Repository 

India's premier digital library initiative for doctoral research, which 

pioneered the archiving of theses and dissertations. 

There are several digital repositories in India. Nowadays, we must use the internet and technology to give information 

to users. Libraries are joining hands to share books and resources. This is necessary because the way people study and 

do research is changing fast in our country. 

 

2. Conclusion 

To sum up, digital repositories in India have become powerful tools for making knowledge available to everyone and 

protecting the country's academic and cultural wealth. From university archives like E-Prints IISc and D-Space IIT 

Bombay to national platforms like Shodhganga and the National Digital Library of India, these online collections 

together mark a major step toward open and fair sharing of information. By storing different types of content. Such as 

research papers, student theses, farming data, and learning materials. They remove old barriers like location, 

institutional membership, and cost. As these repositories keep growing and connecting with each other, they bring us 

closer to the goal of "Knowledge for All," making sure that India's rich academic work reaches students, researchers, 

and curious learners everywhere, thus encouraging new ideas and shared progress in the digital era. 
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