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Abstract: Coccinia grandis Linn. Voigt, commonly known as Coccinia indica, belongs to the family 

Cucurbitaceae. It is widely utilized in traditional medicine for the treatment of various ailments such as 

leprosy, jaundice, asthma, bronchitis, skin disorders, burns, tongue sores, earache, indigestion, eye 

infections, nausea, insect bites, and fever. Phytochemical investigations have revealed the presence of 

diverse bioactive compounds including phenols, tannins, saponins, terpenoids, flavonoids, and sugars 

such as arabinose, xylose, mannose, galactose, glucose, and rhamnose. 

 Studies, particularly on the leaf extract, have demonstrated multiple pharmacological activities such as 

antihyperglycemic, xanthine oxidase inhibitory, analgesic, anti-inflammatory, antipyretic, antioxidant, 

antihyperlipidemic, antimicrobial, anti-hepatotoxic, and anti-insecticidal effects. Among these, its 

antidiabetic potential has been the most extensively explored. Recent investigations into its antioxidant 

properties suggest promising applications in cancer therapy. Moreover, the leaf extract exhibits notable 

chemoprotective activity against cyclophosphamide, a drug commonly used in cancer and autoimmune 

disease treatment. This review aims to summarize the diverse pharmacological and therapeutic 

properties of Coccinia grandis based on previous research findings.     
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Indian of traditional knowledge particular Ayurveda, is well known for effective use of herbal remedies. India is 

home to approximately 7,000 plants species, many of which have been utilized in folk medicine for centuries. 

However, despite their widespread traditional use there is a notable lack of documented scientific data regarding their 

efficacy and safety particularly from human clinical studies. A significant number of this medicinal plant are traditional 

use in management of diabetes mellitus, a highly prevalent metabolic disorder. Some commonly use antidiabetic plant 

include Coccinia Indica, Mukuna Prurirns and Trigonella Foenum-graecum. (1,2) 

 The present review focuses on the phytochemical constituent and pharmacological activities of Coccinia indica, a well-

known Antidiabetic and Hypoglycaemics plant. also referred to as Coccinia grandis or Coccinia cordifolia, it belongs to 

the family Cucurbitaceae. commonly known as little gourd it is called Ranthodali in Marathi, Bimbha in Sanskrit and 

India. Coccinia indica commonly name as the pumpkin. Chewing green fruit helps relive tongue sores. (3,4) 
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                                      Fig 1: Flower and Fruit of Coccinia Indica. 

 Coccinia indica has been traditional used in folk medicine for the treatment of various aliments, inculding diabetes 

mellitus, gonorrhoea, gastrointrstinal disorders, dysentery, vomiting, chronic cough, liver weakness, bronchitis and 

asthma. Scientific studies have also validation several of its pharmacological properties. The inculdes antidiabetics 

activity, anti-inflammatory effect,antimicrobial potential, cytotoxic properties, and antioxidant activity.(5,6) 

 

Botany Of Plants Cucurbitaceae:- 

 The Cucurbitaceae family, commonly known as the Cucurbits, is distinguished by stems that are typically five-angled 

and feature colied tendrils. The leaves are arranged alternately and are often palmately lobes (usually with five lobes) or 

deeply divided, and they lack stipules. The flowers are actinomorphic and usually dioecious, meaning that male and 

female flowers are found on separate plants. The calyx generally consists of 3 to 6 lobes, while the corolla is 

sympetalous with 3 to 6 lobes. The androecium shows significants variability, ranging from five distinct stamens to a 

complete fusion of the stamens, which may be twisted, folded, or even reduced in number. The gynoecium consists of a 

single compound pistil with 2 to 5 carpels, typically featuring one style and multiple style branches. The ovary is 

inferior, containing a single locule and often a large number of ovules. The fruit produced by cucurbits is a speciallized 

type of berry known as a pepo.(7,8) 

Botany:- 

Coccinia Grandis is a vigorous, fast-growing perennial vine that can extend of several meters and often forms dense 

mats, covering shrubs and small trees. 

Leaves:- 

The leaves grow alternatively along the stem and range in shape from heart-shaped to pentagonal, reaching up to about 

10 cm in both length and width. Their upper surface is smooth and hairless, while the underside is softly hairy. Each 

leaf blade bears 3-8 small glands near the stalk. The plant produces simple tendrils and is dioecious, meaning male and 

female flower grow on seperta plants. 
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Fig 2 : Leaves of Coccinia Indica 

 

 Flower:- 

The flower are large, white, and star-shaped. The calyx bears five slender, recurved lobes.each 2-5mm long, 

set on the hypanthium with a peduncle measuring 1-5 cm. The white, bell-shaped corolla is 3-4.5 cm long 

and deeply divided into five ovate lobes. Each flower contains three stamens, and the ovary of Coccinia 

grandis is inferior. Staminate (male) flower are usually solitary, occasionally appearing in axillary cluster 

of two to three, with pedicels 15-50 mm long;their calyx lobes are sublates and recurved (2-5mm long), 

and the ovate corolla lobes measure about 15-20mm. pistillate (female) flower are solilitary, on stalks 10-

30mm long , with a hypanthium 10-15mm in length. 

 
Fig 3: Flower of Coccinia Indica. 

 Fruit :- 

The fruit is red, smooth and hairless, with an ovoid to elliptical shapes, measuring about 25-60mm and 15-

35mm in length diameter. 
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4: Fruit of Coccinia Indica 

 Seed /Root :- 

The seed are tan in color, measuring about 6-7 mm in length, with noticebly thickened margins. The plant 

develops succulent, tuberous root and steam, which help it endure extended perods of drought. 

Coccinia grandis spreads both through human activity and natural agents. Birds, pigs, and other animal 

diseperse the seeds, which can also transported accidentally on equipment and wood and readily germinate 

where they fall. 

To develop improved clones of ivy gourd, hybridization and clonal selection.(9) 

 Toxonomical classification: (9) 

Kingdom Plantae 

Division Magnoliopsida 

Class Magnoliophyta 

Order Violales 

Family Cucurbitaceae 

Genus Coccinia wight &Arn 

Species Coccinia Grandis L. vight 

 

 Phamacological Activity :- 

1]Anti-Diabetic Action :- 

A significant number of conventional medicines currently in practice are derived from medicinal plants, mineral, and 

other natural substances. In recent years, increasing attention has been directed towords investigating the therapeutic 

potential of botanical rooted in ancient medical system to manage a wide spectrum of health disorders. Coccinia 

grandis has traditional been utillized as a household remedy for various aliments. Owing to it’s diverse range of 

bioactive compounds,this plants presents a natural and promising approch for the management of diabetes. Its 

documented ability to regulate blood glucose levels, improve insulin sensitivity, and provide antioxidant protecion 

underscores its therapeutic significance. Thus, harnessing such natural resources highlights the potential of coccinia 

Diabetes is a chronic metabollic disorder characterized by persistent hymerglycemia and repesent one of the most 

pressing golbal health challenges of modern society. According to the International Diabetes Fedration, approximately 

463 million people worldwide were living with diabetes in 2019, a figure projectd to rise to nearly 700 millions by 

2045 if current trends continue.This condition affects individuals across all age groups, ethnicities and socio-clutural 

backgrounds, and when poorly managed, can lead to severe complication such as cardiovascular disesas, renal 

dysfunction, and vision loss.(10) Despit significant advancements in morden medicine including a wide range Coccinia 

indica as a valuable adjunct in contemporary diabetes of phamaceutical agents, insulin therapies and emerging 

technological solution conventional treatment are often associated with adverse effects, high cost, and the burden of 

lifelong mangement. As result many patients are increasingly turning to complmentary and alternative therapies, 
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particular the use of medicinal plants with a long history in traditional medicine. Coccinia indica (commonly known as 

ivy gourd or scarlet gourd) is one such a tropical vine that has gained attention for its therapeutic potential. Beyond its 

value as a food grop, this plants contains a abundance of bioactive compounds with notable anti-diabetic properties. 

This article explores the pharmocological attributes of Coccinia indica and evalutes its potential role in Diabetes 

management.(11)  

2] Antibacterial Action :- 

Bhattacharya investigate antibacterial activity of the aqueous leaf extract of Coccinia grandis against shigella flexneri 

[NICED] Bacillus subtills, Escherial coil,salmonella choleraesuis, and shingella dysenteriae. The aqueous extract 

exhibited greater antibactarial efficacy compare to the extract, indicating that the polar component of the extract are 

primarily responsible for its antibacterial properties. Additionally, the chloroform extract of Coccinia cordifollia 

showed moderate activity against sarcina lutea and bacillus subtills, while the ethyl acetate extract demonstrate activity 

against staphylococcus aureus. The hexane extract, on other hand, was found to be active against against sarcina lutea. 

The antibacterial activity of Coccinia Grandis extracts was evaluted aginst six gram-negative bacterial six gram-

positive bacterial strains. The ethanols extract of the stem exhibited activity against all tested bacterial except klebsiella 

pneumonial and proteus mirabilis. The hexane extract showed moderate antibacterial activity against all tested strain 

except proteus mirabills and staphylococcus aeruginosa.(12) 

3] Antiulcer Activity: - 

The antiulcer activity of the aqueous extract of Coccinia grandis leaves was evaluated using pylorus ligation and 

ethanol-induced ulcer models in experimental rats. The ulcer index was measured in both models. Administration of the 

aqueous extract at doses of 250 and 500 mg/kg resulted in a significant reduction in gastric lesion, ulcer index, free 

acidity, and gastric secretion in both models similarly the ethanol, aqueous, total aqueous extract of Coccinia grandis 

for antiulcer activity using the pylorus ligation model. The ethanolic extract exhibited notable antiulcerogenic effects, 

primarily through an antisecretory mechanism, and at a dose of 400 mg/kg its activity was comparable to that of the 

standard drug Omeprazole. (13) 

4] Antioxidant : 

 The ethanolic extract of the root of Coccinia grandis has been found to contain flavonoids, which are primarily 

responsible for its antioxidant activity. Similarly,the methanolic extract of fruit exhibits strong antioxidant potential, 

attributed to the presence of glycosides and flavonids. The antioxidant effect of Coccinia grandis is mainly associated 

with its reducing power and hydrogen peroxide scavenging ability (14) 

 In vitro antioxidant activity the methanolic fruit extract of Coccinia grandis has been reported to exhibit significant in 

vitro antioxidant activity. Further, Coccinia grandis was found to posses strong antioxidant, antiglycation and 

insulinotrophic properties, suggesting its potential role in preventing diabetic complications. 

The antioxidant and antiulcer effect of Coccinia grandis. Voigt leaves were evaluated in aspirin-induced gastric ulcer 

model in rats. The methanolic extract administered at a dose equivalent to that of the leaf powder, produced a 

significant reduction in ulcer index and notable improvement in mucus secration, lipid and peroxidation and superoxide 

dismutase activity. In contrast, the aqueous extract did not produce a significant decrease in the ulcer index. The 

standard drug Famotidine showed no significant infiuence on mucus secration in this model. These findings suggest 

that Coccinia grandis posseses marked antiulcerogenic potential, likely attributed to its ability to enhance mucus 

secration and its strong antioxidant properties.(15) 

5] Hypoglycemic:- 

The Hypoglycemic activity of Coccinia indica (Cucurbitaceae) leaves was evaluated for its anti-diabetic potential. The 

study investigated the effects of aqueous and cold extracts of Coccinia indica leaves on fasting blood glucose levels 

and serum biochemical parameters in streptozotocin-induced diabetic rats. Both extracts demonstrated significant anti-

diabetic activity when administered at doses equivalent to one-fifth of their respective lethal doses (16) 

Chronic administration of Coccinia grandis fruit extract at a dose of 200 mg/kg for 14 days significantly reduced blood 

glucose levels in alloxan-induced diabetic rats. Similarly, the ethanolic extract of the plant also exhibited a notable 
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decrease in blood glucose levels. Both the alcoholic leaf extract and stem extract of C. grandis demonstrated 

hypoglycemic effects in normal fasted rats. Furthermore, the ethyl acetate and petroleum ether extracts of Coccinia 

grandis were found to contain bioactive compounds such as triterpenes, alkaloids, flavonoids, and β-carotene, which 

are believed to contribute to its hypoglycemic activity. The plant also exhibited anti-hyperglycemic and insulin-

releasing properties in both normal and alloxan-induced diabetic rats. 

The in vitro antioxidant profile of the alcoholic extract of Coccinia grandis leaves revealed significant antioxidant 

potential. Additionally, decoctions of Coccinia grandis Linn. and Centella asiatica (L.) demonstrated both antidiabetic 

and antioxidant activities in alloxan-induced diabetic rat. (17) 

6] Antimicrobial Activity: - 

 Antimicrobial peptides are bioactive molecules capable of forming pores in microbial cell membranes by attaching to 

and inserting into the cell surface. These peptides are naturally produced by both plants and animals. The antimicrobial 

activity of a protease inhibitor (PI) isolated from Coccinia grandis was investigated, revealing a specific activity of 

377.9 U/mg with a protein content of 1.4 mg. The PI exhibited significant antimicrobial effects against a range of 

bacterial and fungal species, including Staphylococcus aureus, Bacillus subtilis, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Escherichia 

coli, Proteus vulgaris, Cryptococcus neoformans, Aspergillus flavus, Candida albicans, The study demonstrated that 

Klebsiella pneumoniae (MIC 0.01 mg/ml; MBC/MFC 0.5 mg/ml) and Aspergillus flavus (MIC 0.08 mg/ml; MBC/MFC 

0.5 mg/ml) were the most sensitive organisms to the protease inhibitor (PI). In contrast, Staphylococcus aureus (MIC 1 

mg/ml; MBC/MFC 1.2 mg/ml), Bacillus subtilis (MIC 1 mg/ml; MBC/MFC 1.25 mg/ml), Candida albicans (MIC 0.63 

mg/ml; MBC/MFC 0.7 mg/ml), and Cryptococcus neoformans (MIC 0.63 mg/ml; MBC/MFC 1 mg/ml) exhibited 

higher resistance to the PI. The MIT assay performed on HeLa cells indicated cytotoxicity with an IC₅₀ value of 25 μm. 

However, cytotoxicity evaluation using mammalian cells revealed no hemolytic activity. The PI effectively inhibited 

both trypsin and chymotrypsin, displaying a stoichiometric ratio of 1:2 with trypsin. Furthermore, treatment with 

dithiothreitol (DTT) showed that the purified PI retained strong antifungal activity, whereas the reduced PI lost this 

activity, suggesting that disulfide bonds play a crucial role in maintaining its antifungal properties, enicillium notatum, 

and Mucor indicus. The antimicrobial potential of Coccinia indica bioactive compounds was evaluated against various 

pathogenic microorganisms using the agar well diffusion and broth dilution methods. Aqueous and organic solvent 

extracts from the leaves of C. indica were tested against Enterobacter aerogenes, Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 

Staphylococcus epidermidis, Bacillus subtilis, and Salmonella typhimurium (18) 

7] Analgesic Activity: - 

The analgesic activity of Coccinia grandis was evaluated using acetic acid-induced writhing, tail immersion, and hot 

plate models. Treatment with the methanolic extract of Coccinia grandis leaves significantly reduced pain responses in 

the acetic acid-induced writhing test. Phytochemical screening of the extract revealed the presence of glycosides, 

alkaloids, flavonoids, terpenoids, phenols, and tannins. The observed analgesic effect is likely mediated through a 

peripheral rather than a central mechanism. These findings suggest that Coccinia grandis may help alleviate pain and 

reduce complications associated with acetic acid induced nociception. (19) 

The methanolic extract of Coccinia grandis leaves demonstrated significant analgesic activity in acetic acid-induced 

writhing and hot plate tests in albino mice, as well as in the tail immersion test in albino rats. Acetic acid is known to 

induce pain by releasing endogenous substances that stimulate nociceptors. Administration of the methanolic extract at 

doses of 100 and 200 mg/kg effectively reduced the pain and complications caused by acetic acid. The observed 

analgesic effect of the extract appears to be mediated primarily through a peripheral rather than a central mechanism. 

(20) 

 The aqueous extract of fresh C. indica leaves exhibited significant analgesic activity comparable to that of morphine at 

a dose of 300 mg/kg, suggesting the involvement of a central pain-relief mechanism. In rats, the extract demonstrated 

maximum effectiveness at 300 mg/kg, showing results similar to paracetamol and producing a marked reduction in 

hyperpyrexia. (21) 
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8] Anthelmintic Activity: - 

The anthelmintic potential of the methanolic extract (ME) was assessed using adult earthworms (Pheretima posthuma), 

which possess anatomical and physiological characteristics similar to those of human intestinal roundworms. The study 

followed the procedure described by Dev et al. (2015). Five groups of P. posthuma, each containing six worms (divided 

into two subgroups), were placed in 50 ml of the test solutions. The treatments included albendazole (10 mg/ml) as the 

standard reference and methanolic extract at concentrations of 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50 mg/ml, each prepared in normal 

saline with 1% gum acacia. The time required for paralysis and death of the worms was recorded. Paralysis was defined 

as the stage when worms failed to respond even after being transferred to normal saline, while death was confirmed by 

complete loss of movement and discoloration of the body. (22) 

 The anthelmintic activity of the methanolic extract (ME) was evaluated using adult earthworms (Pheretima posthuma), 

which closely resemble human intestinal roundworms in both anatomy and physiology. The experiment was conducted 

following the method. (23) Five groups of P. posthuma, each comprising six worms (divided into two subgroups), were 

exposed to 50 ml of different test formulations. Albendazole (10 mg/ml) served as the standard drug, while the 

methanolic extract was tested at concentrations of 10, 20, 30, 40, and 50 mg/ml, prepared in normal saline containing 

1% gum acacia. The duration required for paralysis and death of the worms was carefully recorded. Paralysis was 

identified when worms failed to respond even after immersion in normal saline, whereas death was confirmed by the 

complete cessation of movement and fading of body color. (24) 

 The methanolic extract of Coccinia grandis Various concentrations of the extract were tested to assess its potency. The 

methanolic extract exhibited its effect by inducing paralysis in the worms, followed by death. The activity was 

evaluated based on the time required for both paralysis and death. Similar findings, observed that crude extracts of 

Diospyros peregrina, Coccinia grandis, and Schima wallichii caused paralysis and subsequent death of the worms at 

different tested concentrations. (25) 

9] Antihyperlipidemic Activity: - 

Hyperlipidemia is a condition characterized by elevated levels of lipids in the blood plasma. In vivo studies were 

conducted using hamsters to evaluate the antihyperlipidemic potential of Coccinia grandis.(26) The ethanolic extract of 

its leaves, a compound identified as C60 polyprenol1 was isolated. Golden Syrian hamsters were fed a high-fat diet 

(HFD) to induce elevated levels of glucose and lipids, after which the effects of the extract were assessed. The study 

demonstrated that Coccinia grandis possesses significant potential in regulating lipid and glucose levels, indicating its 

usefulness in managing hyperlipidemia.(27) 

10] Antitussive Activity: - 

 The antitussive potential of the methanolic extract of Coccinia grandis fruits, traditionally used in India to relieve 

asthma and cough. Phytochemical screening of the extract revealed the presence of alkaloids, tannins, steroids, 

triterpenoids, glycosides, carbohydrates, and reducing sugars. The antitussive activity of the methanolic extract was 

compared with that of codeine, a standard antitussive drug. The extract significantly reduced chemically induced cough 

in a dose-dependent manner, showing maximum inhibition at 90 minutes. At a dose of 400 mg/kg, the extract achieved 

the highest cough suppression (56.71%), comparable to codeine phosphate. These findings suggest that the methanolic 

extract of Coccinia grandis fruit exerts its antitussive effect through a central nervous system mechanism. (28) 

11] Antifungal Activity: - 

 The antifungal potential of Coccinia grandis leaf extracts against various fungal strains, including Candida albicans-II, 

Candida tropicalis, Aspergillus niger, Saccharomyces cerevisiae, Candida tropicalis II, Cryptococcus neoformans, and 

Candida albicans ATCC. The ethanol extract exhibited the most significant antifungal activity, particularly due to the 

presence of nonpolar fractions that demonstrated strong antifungal properties. The aqueous extract showed higher 

sensitivity toward both strains of Candida albicans, while the ethanolic extract was notably effective against 

Aspergillus niger and both Candida albicans strains. (29) 
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12] Antimalarial Activity: - 

Antimalarial activity Extracts of Coccinia grandis have demonstrated excellent antiplasmodial activity against 

Plasmodium falciparum. (30) The aqueous leaf extract was found to significantly decrease the levels of SGPT, SGOT, 

ALP, total protein, and blood urea nitrogen, indicating hepatoprotective effects during infection. The hydrophilic 

components of the extract are primarily responsible for its antimalarial activity. Additionally, Coccinia grandis extract 

significantly reduced Plasmodium berghei parasite counts in mice. (31) Furthermore, the methanolic extract of 

Coccinia grandis exhibited notable larvicidal activity. (32) 

13] Anti-Inflammatory & Antipyretic effects: - 

The anti-inflammatory and antipyretic effects of the aqueous leaf extract of Coccinia grandis were evaluated in vivo 

using Wistar rats and Swiss mice. In the anti-inflammatory test, paw edema was induced in the right hind paw of rats 

using carrageenan, and the extract was administered at different doses both before and after induction. The degree of 

inflammation was assessed based on the inhibition of edema formation. Pretreatment with the extract effectively 

prevented the increase in paw volume at all tested doses, with the highest anti-inflammatory effect observed at 50 

mg/kg. Similarly, post-treatment with the extract resulted in a notable reduction in paw edema at all doses except 25 

mg/kg. The 50 mg/kg dose exhibited anti-inflammatory activity comparable to the standard drug. The observed effect is 

suggested to be associated with the inhibition of histamine release following extract administration. For the analgesic 

activity, the tail-flick method was employed in mice treated with various doses of the extract. The results demonstrated 

significant analgesic activity, particularly at higher doses, although the effect was not as potent as that of morphine. 

(33) 

14] Hepatoprotective Activity: - 

 The hepatoprotective potential of the alcoholic extract of Coccinia grandis fruits against carbon tetrachloride (CCl₄)-

induced hepatotoxicity in experimental rats. Administration of the ethanolic fruit extract at a dose of 250 mg/kg 

significantly reduced serum levels of SGPT, SGOT, and bilirubin, indicating marked protection against liver damage. 

The hepatoprotective effect may be attributed to the antioxidant activity of bioactive compounds such as flavonoids, 

triterpenes, and tannins present in the fruits. These constituents are known to neutralize free radicals and prevent 

oxidative stress–induced hepatic injury. Previous studies have also confirmed the hepatoprotective potential of certain 

flavonoids. (34). 

15] Anticancer Activity: - 

Several vegetables are known to reduce the risk of cancer, among which Coccinia grandis has shown notable potential. 

The anticancer activity of C. grandis is primarily attributed to its strong antioxidant properties. Its antioxidant 

constituents are capable of reducing ferricyanide to ferrous ions and scavenging hydrogen peroxide, thereby converting 

it into harmless water. (35) the aqueous leaf extract of C. grandis for anticancer activity and found that it effectively 

reduced nitric oxide levels a free radical involved in the pathogenesis of inflammation and pain. The extract also 

decreased nitrite formation resulting from nitric oxide decomposition. A graded cellular response demonstrated that C. 

grandis significantly reduced viable cell counts and increased non-viable cell counts, indicating potent cytotoxic and 

anticancer effects comparable to the standard drug vinblastine. (36) 

 Physicochemical Evaluation: - 

 Physicochemical parameters are commonly employed to assess the identity, potency, and purity of a drug, as well as to 

detect possible adulteration. In the present study, various parameters were evaluated to determine the purity of C. 

indica fruits. These included the assessment of ash values, extractive values, moisture content, and Ph 

determination.(38)  
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Fig 5:- Evalution of COCCINIA INDICA 

 

Medicinal Uses of COCCINIA INDICA 

 a)Diabetes Management:  

Coccinia indica is widely recognized for its potent antidiabetic properties. It effectively helps in reducing blood glucose 

levels and enhancing glucose tolerance, thereby proving beneficial for individuals with diabetes. Research findings 

indicate that both fasting and postprandial blood sugar levels can be significantly lowered through its administration. 

 b)Antimicrobial and Anti-inflammatory Activity: 

The plant demonstrates strong antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory effects, which make it valuable in managing 

infections and alleviating inflammation. Traditionally, its leaves and fruits have been utilized in herbal medicine to 

promote healing and protect the body against microbial attacks. 

 C)Digestive Health 

 Commonly known as ivy gourd, Coccinia indica supports digestive wellness. Its high fiber content aids in relieving 

constipation, improving bowel movement, and maintaining overall gut health. 

d)Skin Health: 

The leaves of Coccinia indica are traditionally applied topically to treat wounds, burns, and various skin eruptions. 

Their soothing and healing properties assist in tissue repair and promote faster skin recovery. 
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e)Other Health Benefits: 

Beyond these uses, Coccinia indica is employed in the management of several ailments such as jaundice, asthma, 

bronchitis, and fever. It is also traditionally used to relieve earaches, tongue sores, and other minor inflammatory 

conditions. (39) 

 

Therapeutic Applications of Coccinia indica (Ivy Gourd) 

Coccinia indica (syn. Coccinia grandis), belonging to the family Cucurbitaceae, is a well-known medicinal plant 

extensively used in traditional systems of medicine such as Ayurveda and Siddha. It contains numerous bioactive 

compounds including flavonoids, alkaloids, terpenoids, glycosides, saponins, and tannins that contribute to its wide 

range of pharmacological and therapeutic effects. 

1.Antidiabetic Activity  

 Coccinia indica is highly valued for its strong antidiabetic properties. It helps regulate blood glucose levels by 

enhancing insulin secretion, improving glucose uptake, and inhibiting glucose absorption from the intestine. Studies 

have demonstrated significant reductions in both fasting and postprandial blood sugar levels, making it effective in the 

management of type 2 diabetes mellitus. 

 

2.Antimicrobial and Anti-inflammatory Effects  

 Extracts from the leaves and fruits exhibit potent antimicrobial activity against a range of bacteria and fungi. Its anti-

inflammatory action helps reduce swelling, pain, and redness associated with inflammatory diseases, supporting its 

traditional use in treating infections, wounds, and inflammatory conditions. 

3.Antioxidant Activity 

 The plant is rich in natural antioxidants that scavenge free radicals and protect cells from oxidative damage. This 

property contributes to the prevention of chronic diseases, including cardiovascular disorders, cancer, and 

neurodegenerative conditions. 

4.Hepatoprotective Effect 

 Coccinia indica offers liver-protective benefits by reducing oxidative stress and preventing hepatocellular damage. It 

supports detoxification processes and helps in managing liver disorders such as jaundice and hepatic inflammation. 

5.Digestive Health 

Due to its high fiber content and mild laxative effect, Coccinia indica aids digestion, prevents constipation, and 

promotes gut health. It also helps maintain a balanced intestinal microbiota. 

6.Skin Care 

Topical application of leaf extracts accelerates wound healing and provides relief from burns, rashes, and skin 

infections. Its antimicrobial and anti-inflammatory properties support tissue regeneration and skin protection. 

7.Respiratory and Febrile Conditions 

Traditionally, the plant has been used to treat asthma, bronchitis, cough, and fever. It acts as an expectorant and 

possesses antipyretic effects that help lower body temperature during feverish conditions. 

8.Additional Therapeutic Uses 

Coccinia indica is also used in the treatment of ailments such as jaundice, urinary disorders, earache, and tongue sores. 

Its broad pharmacological actions contribute to overall wellness and disease prevention. (40) 

Prevention and Management of various Diseases using Coccinia indica 

Coccinia indica (also known as Coccinia grandis or Ivy gourd) is a valuable medicinal plant belonging to the family 

Cucurbitaceae. It is widely used in traditional medicine for the prevention and management of various diseases due to 

its rich content of bioactive compounds such as flavonoids, alkaloids, saponins, tannins, and glycosides. These 

phytochemicals contribute to its wide range of pharmacological properties. 
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1. Diabetes Mellitus  

Coccinia indica plays a significant role in the prevention and management of diabetes mellitus. It acts by enhancing 

insulin secretion, improving glucose utilization, and reducing intestinal glucose absorption. Regular use of the plant 

extract has been shown to lower both fasting and postprandial blood glucose levels. Its hypoglycemic effect helps 

prevent diabetic complications such as neuropathy, nephropathy, and retinopathy. 

2. Liver Disorders 

The plant exhibits strong hepatoprotective properties. It helps protect liver cells from toxin-induced damage and 

oxidative stress. By enhancing antioxidant enzyme activity, Coccinia indica supports liver detoxification and aids in the 

management of liver diseases such as jaundice, fatty liver, and hepatitis. 

3. Inflammatory and Infectious Diseases 

Coccinia indica possesses notable anti-inflammatory and antimicrobial activities. It helps in reducing inflammation and 

pain associated with disorders like arthritis and infections. Its antimicrobial properties are effective against various 

bacterial and fungal pathogens, helping prevent and treat skin infections, wounds, and ulcers. 

4. Digestive Disorders 

The high fiber content of Coccinia indica promotes digestive health by improving bowel movement and preventing 

constipation. It supports the maintenance of healthy gut flora and can be used to manage digestive discomforts such as 

indigestion and gastric irritation. 

5. Respiratory Conditions 

Traditionally, Coccinia indica has been used to manage asthma, bronchitis, and chronic cough. Its anti-inflammatory 

and expectorant properties help in clearing respiratory passages and alleviating breathing difficulties. 

6. Skin Disorders 

The leaves and extracts of Coccinia indica are applied topically for the treatment of wounds, burns, rashes, and other 

skin eruptions. Its healing, antimicrobial, and soothing properties help accelerate skin recovery and prevent secondary 

infections. 

7. Fever and General Weakness 

Coccinia indica also exhibits antipyretic activity, helping in the reduction of fever. Its antioxidant compounds help 

restore body strength and combat fatigue, making it beneficial during recovery from illenes.  

 

II. CONCLUSION 

Coccinia indica is a valuable medicinal plant belonging to the family Cucurbitaceae, widely used in traditional 

medicine. It possesses diverse pharmacological activities including antidiabetic, antioxidant, antimicrobial, anti-

inflammatory, and hepatoprotective effects. The plant is rich in phytochemicals such as flavonoids, alkaloids, tannins, 

saponins, and glycosides that contribute to its therapeutic potential. Scientific studies have validated many of its 

traditional uses, particularly in the management of diabetes mellitus. Its strong antioxidant and cytoprotective 

properties highlight its role in preventing oxidative stress–related diseases. Extracts from different parts of the plant 

demonstrate significant efficacy in both in vitro and in vivo studies. Coccinia indica shows promise as a natural 

alternative or adjunct to conventional drugs with fewer side effects. Its broad spectrum of activity supports its use in 

managing liver disorders, infections, inflammation, and metabolic conditions. Continued research and clinical trials are 

needed to confirm its safety, dosage, and mechanism of action. 
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