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Abstract: Internships play a crucial role in bridging the gap between academic learning and real-world
industry experience. However, students often face significant challenges in finding suitable internship
opportunities due to the lack of centralized platforms, while companies struggle to identify and manage
qualified candidates efficiently. This problem leads to inefficiencies, delays, and missed opportunities for
both students and organizations.

To address these challenges, this paper presents InternLink, a web-based internship management system
designed to provide a centralized platform for connecting students and companies. The system is
developed using PHP for backend processing and MySQL for database management, with a responsive
user interface built using HTML and CSS. InternLink enables students to register, create profiles, upload
resumes, browse available internships, and apply directly through the platform. On the other hand,
companies can register, post internship opportunities, view applications, and manage candidates by
accepting or rejecting them.

The system also incorporates user authentication mechanisms, including session-based login and Google
OAuth integration, ensuring secure and convenient access. Additionally, the platform maintains
structured data through a relational database, allowing efficient storage and retrieval of user and
internship information.

The proposed system was successfully implemented and deployed on a live server, demonstrating
improved efficiency, ease of use, and better organization of the internship process. InternLink reduces
the dependency on multiple platforms and simplifies the recruitment workflow. However, the system has
certain limitations, such as the absence of email notification features and advanced filtering
mechanisms.

Future enhancements include the integration of artificial intelligence for personalized internship
recommendations, implementation of email notification systems, and improved security measures. With
these advancements, InternLink has the potential to evolve into a comprehensive recruitment platform for
students and organizations.

Keywords: Internship Platform, Web Application, PHP, MySQL, Recruitment System, Student Portal,
Student Management, Application Tracking System, Google OAuth Authentication

L. INTRODUCTION

Internships play a crucial role in shaping a student’s career by providing practical exposure to real-world working
environments. They help students apply theoretical knowledge gained during academic studies to real-life situations,
thereby enhancing their technical skills, problem-solving abilities, and professional confidence. Internships also enable
students to understand industry expectations, workplace ethics, and team collaboration, which are essential for career
development.

Despite their importance, finding suitable internship opportunities remains a major challenge for many students. The
current system is highly fragmented, where students depend on multiple platforms such as job portals, social media,
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and personal networks. This scattered approach makes the process time-consuming, inefficient, and often confusing.
Students may miss relevant opportunities due to lack of proper information or centralized access.

On the other hand, companies also face significant challenges in the recruitment process. Managing a large number of
applications manually is difficult and time-consuming. Companies often receive applications from unqualified
candidates, making it harder to identify suitable talent. Additionally, the absence of a structured system for managing
applications leads to inefficiencies and delays in the hiring process.

To address these challenges, InternLink is developed as a web-based internship management system that provides a
centralized platform for students and companies. The system allows students to register, create profiles, upload
resumes, browse available internships, and apply directly through the platform. Companies can register, post internship
opportunities, view applications, and manage candidates efficiently by accepting or rejecting them.

InternLink simplifies the internship process by bringing all functionalities into a single platform, reducing dependency
on multiple sources. It improves accessibility, enhances efficiency, and ensures better communication between students
and companies. By providing a structured and user-friendly system, InternLink contributes to a more organized and
effective internship management process.

II. LITERATURE REVIEW
In recent years, several online platforms have been developed to provide internship and job opportunities to students.
Popular platforms such as LinkedIn, Internshala, and Naukri offer a wide range of opportunities across different
domains. These platforms help bridge the gap between job seekers and recruiters by providing features such as job
listings, application tracking, and professional networking.
However, despite their popularity, these platforms have certain limitations, especially for students at the beginner level.
Many of these systems are complex and include a large volume of job postings, which may not always be relevant to
students seeking internships. The presence of irrelevant listings, lack of proper filtering mechanisms, and complicated
user interfaces often make it difficult for students to find suitable opportunities. Additionally, these platforms are not
specifically designed for academic environments, which creates a mismatch between student needs and available
features.
Several studies and surveys indicate that students prefer a simple, user-friendly platform that provides direct access to
internship opportunities without unnecessary complexity. A centralized system with focused functionality can
significantly improve the efficiency of the internship search process. Furthermore, companies also require a streamlined
system to manage applications effectively and identify suitable candidates without excessive manual effort.
The proposed system, InternLink, is designed by considering these limitations. It provides a simplified and intuitive
interface tailored specifically for students and companies. Unlike existing platforms, InternLink focuses only on
internship management, reducing complexity and improving usability. The system allows students to easily browse and
apply for internships, while companies can efficiently post opportunities and manage applicants. By addressing the
shortcomings of existing systems, InternLink offers a more efficient and accessible solution for internship management.

III. METHODOLOGY
The proposed system, ImternLink, is designed using a modular and scalable approach based on a web-based
architecture using PHP, MySQL, HTML, and CSS. The system follows a client-server architecture, where the
frontend handles user interaction and the backend processesrequests and communicates with the database.

System Architecture

Frontend (Client Layer):

Developed using HTML and CSS, responsible for user interaction and interface design. It provides separate interfaces
for students and companies, including dashboards, internship listings, and application forms.
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Backend (Application Layer):
Built using PHP, it handles business logic, session management, authentication, and communication between the
frontend and the database.

Database (Data Layer):
MySQL is used as a relational database to store structured data such as student details, company information,
internships, and applications.

Functional Modules

The system is divided into the following core modules:

Student Management Module:

Handles student registration, login, profile management, resume upload, and internship applications.
Company Management Module:

Allows companies to register, log in, post internship opportunities, and manage applicants.

Internship Management Module:

Enables companies to create, update, and manage internship listings, including details such as title, location, duration,
and stipend.

Application Tracking Module:

Allows tracking of internship applications with statuses such as pending, accepted, or rejected.
Authentication Module:

Provides secure login using session-based authentication and Google OAuth integration for easy access.
Admin Module:

Monitors platform activity, manages users, and oversees system operations.

Data Flow Process
e  The user interacts with the web interface (frontend).
e Requests are sent to the backend using HTTP methods.
e The backend processes the request using PHP scripts.
e  Authentication is verified using session variables or Google OAuth.
e Business logic is executed (e.g., apply for internship, post internship).
e Data is stored or retrieved from the MySQL database.
e The server sends a response back to the client.
e  The frontend updates the interface dynamically.

Security Mechanism
e Passwords are securely stored using hashing techniques.
e Session-based authentication is used to manage user access.
e Google OAuth provides secure third-party login.
e Input validation is implemented to prevent invalid data entry.

File Handling Strategy
e  Student resumes are uploaded and stored in the server directory.
e File types are restricted (PDF, DOC, DOCX) for security.
e File paths are stored in the database for retrieval.
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IV. IMPLEMENTATION
The implementation of InternLink focuses on developing a fully functional web-based application using PHP,
MySQL, HTML, and CSS. The system is designed to handle real-world internship workflows, including student
management, internship posting, application tracking, and communication between students and companies.

1. Frontend Implementation
The frontend of the system is developed using HTML and CSS, providing a clean and responsive user interface.
e Pages: Login, Registration, Student Dashboard, Company Dashboard, Internship Listings, and Profile
e Ul Design: Structured layouts with navigation menus, forms, and cards for displaying internships
e Responsiveness: CSS is used to ensure compatibility across different devices
e User Experience: Simple and intuitive design for easy navigation
The frontend provides separate dashboards for students and companies, ensuring role-based access and smooth
interaction.

2. Backend Implementation

The backend is developed using PHP, which handles all server-side operations and business logic.
e Routing: Different PHP files handle requests such as login, registration, and internship posting
e Processing Logic: Handles application submission, internship creation, and user management
e Session Management: PHP sessions are used to maintain user login state
e  Error Handling: Implemented using validation checks and conditional statements

The backend ensures efficient communication between the frontend and the database.

3. Database Implementation

The system uses MySQL for data storage and management.
e Tables: Students, Companies, Internships, Applications
e Relationships: Applications are linked with students and internships using unique IDs
e Data Storage: Structured format ensures efficient retrieval and management

This design allows proper organization of internship data and user information.

4. Internship Management System
e The internship system is a core component of the platform.
e Companies can create and manage internship listings
e Each internship contains details such as title, location, duration, stipend, and description
e Internship status can be updated (Open/Closed)
e  Students can browse and apply for internships
e The system ensures smooth management of internship opportunities.

5. Authentication and Security
e  User authentication is implemented using secure mechanisms.
e Session-based authentication is used for login management
e Passwords are stored using hashing techniques
e Google OAuth is integrated for secure and easy login
e Input validation prevents invalid data entry
e  These features ensure secure access and protection of user data.
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6. File Upload and Storage
e  The system supports resume upload functionality.
e  Students can upload resumes in PDF, DOC, or DOCX format
e Files are stored in server directories
o File paths are stored in the database for retrieval
e File validation ensures security
e  This feature helps companies access candidate resumes easily.

7. Application Tracking System
The system includes an application tracking feature.
e Students can apply for internships
e  Applications are stored in the database
e Companies can view applications
e  Application status includes:

e Pending
e Accepted
e Rejected

This improves transparency and tracking of applications.

8. User Interface and Experience
e Clean and modern Ul design
e Dashboard-based workflow for students and companies
e Easy navigation between modules
e Responsive design for better accessibility
The interface is designed to provide a smooth and user-friendly experience.

V. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The implementation of InternLink was tested across multiple scenarios to evaluate its functionality, usability, and
performance in real-world internship management. The system was successfully able to handle core operations such as
user authentication, internship posting, application submission, resume upload, and application tracking.

1. Functional Results
The system was tested with different user roles, including both students and companies.
Students were able to:

e Register and log in successfully

e  Browse available internship opportunities

e Upload resumes and apply for internships

e  View application status
Companies were able to:

e Register and log in securely

e  Post and manage internship listings

e  View student applications

e Accept or reject candidates
These functionalities confirm that the system meets its primary objective of providing a centralized platform for
internship management and improving interaction between students and companies.
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2. System Performance
The application demonstrated stable and efficient performance under normal usage conditions:
o Fast page loading due to lightweight frontend design
o Efficient backend processing using PHP
e Quick data retrieval from MySQL database
e Smooth handling of user sessions and authentication
The system performs well for small to medium-scale usage, making it suitable for academic and student-level
deployment.

3. Usability and User Experience
The user interface is designed to be simple and user-friendly:
e Dashboard-based navigation for both students and companies
e  Clear display of internship listings and application status
e Easy form-based input for registration and internship posting
e  Minimal learning curve for new users
The inclusion of Google OAuth login further improves usability by allowing quick and secure access without manual
registration.

4. Discussion

The results indicate that the proposed system effectively addresses the limitations of traditional internship searching
methods. By providing a centralized platform, InternLink reduces the dependency on multiple sources and simplifies
the application process.

The system improves efficiency by organizing internship data and applications in a structured database. It also
enhances transparency by allowing students to track application status and companies to manage candidates efficiently.
The modular design of the system allows easy expansion and integration of new features such as email notifications,
advanced filtering, and Al-based recommendations.

However, the system is currently optimized for small-scale usage. For large-scale deployment, improvements such as
enhanced security, scalability optimization, and advanced analytics would be required.

VI. CONCLUSION
The development of InternLink demonstrates an effective approach to simplifying and digitizing the internship search
and recruitment process through a modern web-based system. The project successfully addresses key challenges
associated with traditional internship searching methods, such as lack of centralized platforms, inefficient application
processes, and difficulty in managing candidate data.
By implementing a PHP and MySQL-based architecture, the system provides a structured and efficient platform for
both students and companies. Features such as internship posting, application tracking, resume management, and secure
authentication (including Google OAuth) significantly improve the overall workflow and user experience.
The system proves to be a practical solution for students and small to medium-scale organizations by enabling them to
transition from scattered and manual processes to a centralized digital environment. It enhances accessibility, improves
communication between users, and reduces time and effort required in the recruitment process.
In conclusion, the project not only fulfills its intended objectives but also establishes a strong foundation for future
enhancements such as Al-based internship recommendations, email notification systems, mobile application
development, and improved security features. This makes InternLink a scalable and impactful solution in the domain of
internship management systems.
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