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Abstract: Indian mythology and cultural traditions have played a significant role in shaping the themes 

and narratives of modern Indian English fiction. Contemporary writers often reinterpret ancient myths, 

epics, and cultural symbols to address modern concerns such as identity, gender roles, politics, and 

globalization. This research paper examines how Indian mythology and culture are represented in 

modern Indian English fiction through retellings, reinterpretations, and symbolic adaptations. The study 

focuses on selected works by prominent authors who draw inspiration from mythological sources such as 

the Ramayana, Mahabharata, and various Puranic traditions. Through literary and cultural analysis, the 

paper explores how these narratives preserve cultural heritage while also engaging with contemporary 

social issues. The research highlights the continuing relevance of mythology in modern literature and its 

role in shaping cultural identity and national consciousness. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Indian literature has always been deeply connected with mythology and cultural traditions. Ancient epics such as the 

Ramayana and Mahabharata have influenced storytelling, philosophy, and social values for centuries. These texts are 

not merely religious scriptures but cultural narratives that reflect moral values, political ideas, and human experiences. 

In modern times, Indian English fiction writers have increasingly turned to these mythological traditions to reinterpret 

them for contemporary audiences. 

Modern Indian English fiction demonstrates a unique blending of ancient mythology with modern themes. Writers 

reinterpret mythological characters and stories in order to examine issues such as gender equality, social justice, 

identity, and political power. For example, in Gods, Demons and Others, R. K. Narayan retells mythological stories 

from Indian epics in a narrative style that is accessible to modern readers, presenting ancient legends with humor and 

human insight.  

Similarly, contemporary mythological fiction often presents alternative perspectives on well-known myths. For 

instance, Asura: Tale of the Vanquished by Anand Neelakantan narrates the story of the Ramayana from the 

perspective of Ravana and an ordinary Asura, challenging the traditional hero–villain narrative.  

Modern writers also explore mythology through feminist reinterpretations and symbolic narratives. Authors such as 

Devdutt Pattanaik reinterpret mythological stories to highlight cultural symbolism and the evolving meanings of myths 

in contemporary society. His work Myth = Mithya: Decoding Hindu Mythology explains how myth functions as a 

cultural framework that helps people understand social values and beliefs.  

This blending of mythology with modern storytelling demonstrates that mythology is not static but continuously 

evolving. Contemporary Indian English fiction uses mythological narratives to reflect cultural heritage while 

addressing present-day social realities. 
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II. METHODOLOGY 

This research paper adopts a qualitative and analytical approach to examine the representation of Indian mythology and 

culture in modern Indian English fiction. The methodology involves the following methods: 

1. Textual Analysis 

The study analyzes selected works of modern Indian English fiction that incorporate mythological themes. Textual 

analysis is used to examine narrative structures, characterization, symbolism, and thematic elements related to 

mythology and culture. 

2. Comparative Approach 

The research compares traditional mythological narratives with their reinterpretations in modern fiction. This 

comparison highlights how contemporary writers modify or reinterpret mythological stories to address modern 

concerns. 

3. Cultural Studies Approach 

The research also applies cultural studies theory to examine how mythology reflects social values, traditions, and 

cultural identity. This approach helps understand how literature functions as a medium for preserving and reshaping 

cultural heritage. 

4. Secondary Sources 

Scholarly books, journal articles, and literary criticism are used to support the analysis. These sources provide 

theoretical perspectives on mythology, culture, and literary interpretation. 

 

Representation of Indian Mythology in Modern Indian English Fiction 

Indian mythology has provided a vast reservoir of themes, characters, and narratives that modern writers continue to 

explore. Many contemporary novels reinterpret mythological stories in innovative ways. 

1. Mythological Retellings 

One of the most prominent trends in modern Indian English fiction is the retelling of mythological epics from 

alternative perspectives. Writers reinterpret ancient narratives to provide new insights into familiar stories. 

For instance, in Asura: Tale of the Vanquished, Anand Neelakantan retells the Ramayana from the viewpoint of 

Ravana. Instead of portraying him as a villain, the novel presents Ravana as a complex character shaped by social and 

political circumstances. This reinterpretation challenges traditional narratives and encourages readers to reconsider 

mythological history.  

Similarly, many modern writers reinterpret the Mahabharata by focusing on lesser-known characters or presenting the 

story from feminist perspectives. 

2. Mythology as Cultural Identity 

Indian mythology also serves as a powerful symbol of cultural identity in modern literature. Mythological narratives 

often reflect traditional values, rituals, and social structures that define Indian culture. 

For example, mythological retellings frequently explore themes such as dharma (duty), karma (action and 

consequence), and moksha (liberation). These philosophical concepts shape the moral framework of many modern 

novels. 

Mythology also provides a shared cultural memory that connects different generations of readers. By reinterpreting 

mythological stories, writers help preserve cultural heritage while adapting it to contemporary contexts. 

3. Feminist Reinterpretation of Mythology 

Another important trend in modern Indian English fiction is the feminist reinterpretation of mythological stories. Many 

writers focus on female characters from mythology and present their stories from a new perspective. 

In Sati Savitri: And Other Feminist Stories They Don't Tell You, Devdutt Pattanaik revisits traditional myths to 

highlight the agency and strength of female characters. The work demonstrates how myths can be interpreted in 

different ways depending on social and cultural contexts.  
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Such reinterpretations challenge patriarchal interpretations of mythology and present women as active participants in 

cultural narratives rather than passive figures. 

4. Mythology and Modern Society 

Modern Indian English fiction often uses mythology to comment on contemporary social issues. Writers connect 

mythological themes with modern realities such as political corruption, social inequality, and globalization. 

Some novels blend mythology with fantasy and modern storytelling techniques. For example, The Ivory Key by 

Akshaya Raman draws inspiration from Indian cultural traditions and mythology while presenting a fantasy narrative 

centered on magical artifacts and royal intrigue.  

Such works demonstrate how mythology can be adapted to new genres and literary forms while maintaining its cultural 

significance. 

 

Representation of Indian Culture in Modern Indian English Fiction 

In addition to mythology, modern Indian English fiction also reflects various aspects of Indian culture, including 

traditions, rituals, social hierarchies, and regional diversity. 

1. Cultural Traditions and Social Practices 

Many novels depict cultural practices such as festivals, marriage rituals, and family structures. These elements provide 

readers with a deeper understanding of Indian society and its cultural values. 

2. Cultural Hybridity 

Modern Indian English fiction often portrays the interaction between traditional Indian culture and global influences. 

Writers explore how cultural identities evolve in the context of globalization and migration. 

3. Language and Symbolism 

Indian writers frequently incorporate mythological symbols, Sanskrit terms, and cultural metaphors into English 

narratives. This linguistic blending creates a distinctive style that reflects India's multicultural heritage. 

 

Significance of Mythology in Modern Indian English Fiction 

The use of mythology in modern Indian English fiction serves several important functions: 

 Preservation of cultural heritage – Mythological stories help preserve traditional values and historical 

narratives. 

 Reinterpretation of cultural identity – Writers reinterpret myths to reflect modern social realities. 

 Exploration of philosophical ideas – Mythology provides a framework for discussing moral and 

philosophical questions. 

 Creative storytelling – Mythological narratives offer rich material for imaginative storytelling. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

The representation of Indian mythology and culture in modern Indian English fiction demonstrates the enduring 

relevance of mythological narratives in contemporary literature. Writers reinterpret ancient myths to address modern 

issues such as identity, gender equality, and cultural transformation. Through innovative storytelling techniques, 

modern authors bridge the gap between tradition and modernity. 

Mythology functions not only as a source of inspiration but also as a cultural framework that helps readers understand 

social values and historical traditions. By reimagining mythological narratives, contemporary writers ensure that these 

stories remain meaningful for modern audiences. 

Thus, modern Indian English fiction plays a crucial role in preserving and reinterpreting India's rich mythological and 

cultural heritage. 
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