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Abstract: The history of India's freedom struggle is incomplete without acknowledging the 

contribution of women revolutionaries who actively participated in the anti-colonial movement. Bengal 

emerged as one of the most important centers of revolutionary nationalism during the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries. While the contributions of male revolutionaries have received 

considerable scholarly attention, the role of women revolutionaries has often remained marginalized 

in mainstream historical narratives. This paper examines the participation of women in the 

revolutionary movement of Bengal and analyzes their contribution to India's struggle for 

independence.  

Through a historical and analytical approach, the study explores the activities of prominent women 

revolutionaries such as Pritilata Waddedar, Kalpana Datta, Bina Das, Suniti Choudhury, and Shanti 

Ghosh. The paper argues that these women not only challenged British colonial rule but also 

confronted prevailing social restrictions imposed upon women. Their courage, sacrifice, and political 

commitment contributed significantly to the development of revolutionary nationalism and inspired 

future generations of women in India.. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The Indian freedom movement witnessed the participation of individuals from diverse social, economic, cultural, and 

regional backgrounds. It was not merely a political struggle against British colonial rule but also a mass movement that 

united people across the country in the pursuit of national independence. Among the various groups that contributed to 

this historic struggle, women emerged as one of the most significant forces in mobilizing public opinion and 

strengthening nationalist activities. Their active participation challenged traditional social norms and demonstrated their 

capacity for leadership, sacrifice, courage, and political commitment. 

Bengal occupied a unique and prominent position in the history of Indian nationalism due to its intellectual awakening, 

political activism, and revolutionary traditions. The province became one of the earliest centers of anti-colonial 

resistance and played a crucial role in shaping the nationalist movement. The Bengal Renaissance of the nineteenth 

century encouraged social reforms, educational advancement, and political awareness, creating conditions that enabled 

women to participate more actively in public life. Reformers emphasized female education and social progress, which 

gradually transformed attitudes toward women's roles in society. 

The partition of Bengal in 1905 marked a turning point in the development of nationalist consciousness. The Swadeshi 

Movement that followed encouraged widespread participation from different sections of society, including women. 

During this period, women began to engage in political meetings, boycott campaigns, and nationalist activities. Their 

involvement laid the foundation for a more active role in subsequent phases of the freedom struggle. As nationalist 

sentiments intensified, revolutionary organizations such as Anushilan Samiti and Jugantar emerged and transformed 

Bengal into a major center of militant nationalism. 
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Women's participation in revolutionary activities marked a significant departure from traditional social expectations. In 

a society where women were largely confined to domestic responsibilities and excluded from political affairs, many 

Bengali women entered public life and actively engaged in anti-colonial resistance. They worked as organizers, 

couriers, intelligence gatherers, fundraisers, and armed revolutionaries. Their involvement reflected not only political 

commitment but also a determination to challenge gender inequalities and assert their place within the nationalist 

movement. 

The revolutionary movement in Bengal provided women with opportunities to participate directly in anti-colonial 

activities. Unlike many constitutional nationalist movements, revolutionary organizations often relied on secrecy, 

discipline, and personal sacrifice. Women proved particularly effective in carrying messages, transporting weapons, 

sheltering revolutionaries, and avoiding police suspicion. Their contribution became an indispensable component of 

revolutionary networks operating throughout Bengal. In several instances, women moved beyond supportive roles and 

directly participated in armed resistance against colonial authorities. 

Prominent women revolutionaries such as Pritilata Waddedar, Kalpana Datta, Bina Das, Suniti Choudhury, and Shanti 

Ghosh became symbols of courage and resistance. Their actions demonstrated extraordinary determination in 

confronting British colonial rule. Pritilata Waddedar's participation in the attack on the Pahartali European Club, 

Kalpana Datta's involvement in the Chittagong revolutionary movement, and Bina Das's attempt to assassinate the 

Governor of Bengal reflected the depth of women's commitment to the nationalist cause. These women challenged both 

colonial oppression and patriarchal social structures, thereby redefining the role of women in Indian society. 

The contribution of women revolutionaries extended beyond political and military activities. Their participation 

inspired other women to enter public life and encouraged broader social transformation. By engaging in revolutionary 

politics, women questioned prevailing assumptions regarding female weakness and dependency. Their activism 

contributed to the growth of women's political consciousness and helped create new opportunities for female 

participation in education, social reform, and public affairs. 

Despite their significant contribution, the role of women revolutionaries has often received less attention than that of 

their male counterparts. Traditional historiography tended to focus primarily on male leaders and revolutionary 

organizations, while the experiences and achievements of women remained underrepresented. Recent scholarship has 

begun to recognize the importance of women's participation, yet many aspects of their contribution remain 

insufficiently explored. A comprehensive study of women revolutionaries in Bengal is therefore essential for a more 

balanced and inclusive understanding of India's freedom struggle. 

The present study seeks to analyze the role, contribution, and significance of women revolutionaries in Bengal. It 

examines their participation in revolutionary organizations, their methods of resistance, the challenges they faced, and 

their impact on the broader nationalist movement. The study also explores how their activism contributed to social 

transformation and women's empowerment in colonial India. By highlighting the experiences of these courageous 

women, the research aims to enrich the historiography of Indian nationalism and acknowledge the vital role played by 

women in the struggle for independence. 

 

Research Methodology 

The study is historical and analytical in nature. Data have been collected from primary and secondary sources, 

including memoirs, biographies, government records, research articles, books, and archival materials. Historical and 

interpretative methods have been used to analyze the available evidence. 

 

Historical Background of Revolutionary Nationalism in Bengal 

The rise of revolutionary nationalism in Bengal was one of the most significant developments in the history of India's 

struggle for independence. During the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, Bengal emerged as the intellectual 

and political center of anti-colonial resistance. The growth of nationalist consciousness in the province was influenced 

by various factors, including the Bengal Renaissance, social reform movements, the spread of modern education, and 
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increasing dissatisfaction with British colonial policies. Educated youth in Bengal became increasingly aware of 

political injustices and sought more effective means of resisting colonial domination. 

A major turning point came with the Partition of Bengal in 1905, introduced by the British administration under Lord 

Curzon. Although officially justified on administrative grounds, the partition was widely perceived as an attempt to 

weaken the growing nationalist movement by dividing Bengal along communal lines. The decision provoked 

widespread protests, boycott movements, and the emergence of militant nationalist organizations. The Swadeshi 

Movement, which followed the partition, encouraged self-reliance, the boycott of foreign goods, and the promotion of 

indigenous industries. It also inspired a new generation of young nationalists who believed that constitutional methods 

alone would not secure India's freedom. 

As dissatisfaction with moderate political strategies increased, revolutionary organizations such as the Anushilan 

Samiti and Jugantar gained prominence. These organizations advocated direct action, armed resistance, and 

revolutionary sacrifice as means of challenging British authority. They recruited young men and women, organized 

secret training camps, and carried out revolutionary operations against colonial officials and institutions. Revolutionary 

nationalism in Bengal thus became an important component of the broader freedom movement and contributed 

significantly to the growth of anti-colonial resistance. 

Initially, revolutionary activities were largely dominated by men. However, the expansion of female education, social 

reform movements, and nationalist awareness gradually encouraged women to participate in political and revolutionary 

activities. Women began to move beyond traditional domestic roles and entered the public sphere as active participants 

in the struggle for independence. They served as couriers, intelligence agents, fundraisers, organizers, and, in some 

cases, armed revolutionaries. Their participation not only strengthened revolutionary networks but also challenged 

prevailing gender norms within colonial society. 

The increasing involvement of women reflected a broader transformation in Bengali society. Inspired by nationalist 

ideals, many women viewed participation in the freedom movement as both a patriotic duty and a means of asserting 

their own agency. Their contributions played a crucial role in sustaining revolutionary activities and expanding the 

social base of the nationalist movement. 

Pritilata Waddedar - Among the women revolutionaries of Bengal, Pritilata Waddedar occupies a distinguished place 

due to her extraordinary courage, dedication, and sacrifice. Born in Chittagong in 1911, she received her education 

during a period of growing nationalist sentiment and became deeply influenced by revolutionary ideas. Her academic 

excellence, combined with her patriotic commitment, led her to join the revolutionary organization led by Surya Sen, 

popularly known as "Masterda." 

Pritilata actively participated in several revolutionary operations and quickly emerged as one of the most trusted 

members of the Chittagong revolutionary group. She undertook responsibilities that included communication, planning, 

and organizational work. At a time when women were rarely associated with armed resistance, her involvement 

challenged conventional perceptions regarding women's capabilities and roles in society. 

Her most famous contribution was her leadership in the attack on the Pahartali European Club in September 1932. The 

club had become a symbol of colonial racial discrimination and arrogance. Under Pritilata's leadership, revolutionaries 

launched an attack on the club as an act of resistance against British oppression. During the operation, she was injured 

and, in order to avoid capture and protect her comrades, consumed cyanide and embraced martyrdom. 

Pritilata's sacrifice made her a legendary figure in the history of the Indian freedom struggle. She became an inspiration 

for future generations of women and demonstrated that women could play an active and heroic role in revolutionary 

movements. Her life symbolizes courage, patriotism, and unwavering commitment to national liberation. 

Kalpana Datta 

Kalpana Datta was another prominent woman revolutionary associated with the Chittagong revolutionary movement. 

Born in 1913, she was influenced by the growing nationalist atmosphere in Bengal and became involved in 

revolutionary activities during her student years. Her determination and commitment brought her into close association 

with Surya Sen and other members of the revolutionary movement. 
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Kalpana played a significant role in the planning and execution of revolutionary operations. She assisted in secret 

communications, transportation of materials, and organizational activities. Her participation demonstrated the 

increasing involvement of educated women in militant nationalism and highlighted the important role women played in 

sustaining underground revolutionary networks. Following the Chittagong Armoury Raid and subsequent revolutionary 

activities, Kalpana became a target of British authorities. She was eventually arrested and sentenced to imprisonment. 

Despite the harsh conditions of incarceration, she remained committed to the cause of freedom and continued to uphold 

her revolutionary ideals. 

After her release, Kalpana documented her experiences in her memoirs, which remain valuable historical sources for 

understanding the revolutionary movement and the role of women within it. Her writings provide insight into the 

sacrifices, struggles, and aspirations of women revolutionaries. Through her actions and writings, Kalpana Datta 

contributed significantly to both the freedom movement and the historical memory of revolutionary nationalism. 

Bina Das 

Bina Das emerged as one of the most fearless and determined women revolutionaries in Bengal. Born into a politically 

conscious family, she was influenced by nationalist ideals from an early age. Her education exposed her to 

contemporary political debates, and she became increasingly committed to the struggle against British colonial rule. 

Bina Das gained national attention in February 1932 when she attempted to assassinate the Governor of Bengal, Sir 

Stanley Jackson, during a convocation ceremony at the University of Calcutta. The act was intended as a protest against 

British oppression and a symbolic challenge to colonial authority. Although the attempt was unsuccessful, it 

represented a bold expression of revolutionary resistance. 

The incident attracted widespread attention across India and demonstrated the willingness of women revolutionaries to 

engage directly in anti-colonial action. Bina Das was arrested, tried, and sentenced to a lengthy term of imprisonment. 

During her years in prison, she endured considerable hardship but remained committed to the ideals of freedom and 

justice. 

Bina Das's courage inspired many young nationalists and highlighted the important role of women in the revolutionary 

movement. Her life reflected a deep commitment to the principles of sacrifice, patriotism, and resistance against 

colonial domination. 

Suniti Choudhury and Shanti Ghosh 

Suniti Choudhury and Shanti Ghosh occupy a unique place in the history of Bengal's revolutionary movement due to 

their remarkable courage at a very young age. Both were students who became involved in revolutionary activities 

through nationalist organizations operating in Bengal. Inspired by revolutionary ideals, they believed that direct action 

was necessary to challenge colonial authority. In December 1931, the two young revolutionaries carried out the 

assassination of the British District Magistrate of Comilla. The operation demonstrated meticulous planning, 

determination, and extraordinary bravery. Their action shocked colonial authorities and attracted widespread attention 

throughout India. 

The participation of such young women in revolutionary activities challenged traditional assumptions about age, 

gender, and political capability. Their courage illustrated the extent to which nationalist and revolutionary ideals had 

spread among students and youth in Bengal. They became powerful symbols of resistance and inspired numerous 

young women to join the freedom movement. Following their arrest, both Suniti and Shanti faced legal proceedings and 

imprisonment. Despite their youth, they displayed remarkable resilience and commitment to their political beliefs. 

Their actions became an important chapter in the history of revolutionary nationalism and demonstrated the significant 

contribution of women to the struggle for independence. 

The stories of Suniti Choudhury and Shanti Ghosh continue to inspire scholars and citizens alike, serving as enduring 

examples of patriotism, courage, and dedication to the cause of national freedom. 

Challenges Faced by Women Revolutionaries 

Women revolutionaries faced numerous obstacles during their participation in the freedom struggle. They confronted: 

Colonial surveillance and repression. 
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 Imprisonment and torture. 

 Social conservatism and gender discrimination. 

 Family and societal opposition. 

 Limited opportunities for political participation. 

 Despite these challenges, women continued to participate actively in revolutionary activities and contributed 

significantly to the anti-colonial movement. 

Impact of Women Revolutionaries 

The contribution of women revolutionaries had far-reaching consequences: 

 They challenged colonial authority through direct action. 

 They expanded the scope of women's participation in politics. 

 They inspired nationalist consciousness among youth. 

 They contributed to the growth of revolutionary nationalism. 

 They challenged traditional gender roles and promoted women's empowerment. 

 

II. CONCLUSION 

The history of Bengal's revolutionary movement cannot be fully understood without recognizing the contribution of 

women revolutionaries. Through their courage, sacrifice, and political commitment, women such as Pritilata Waddedar, 

Kalpana Datta, Bina Das, Suniti Choudhury, and Shanti Ghosh played an important role in challenging British colonial 

rule. Their participation expanded the scope of the revolutionary movement and demonstrated that women were equally 

capable of contributing to the struggle for national liberation. 

The revolutionary activities of these women represented a significant departure from the traditional social norms of 

colonial India. At a time when women were generally confined to domestic responsibilities, they entered the public 

sphere and actively participated in political and revolutionary activities. By doing so, they not only challenged colonial 

authority but also questioned the patriarchal structures that limited women's social and political participation. Their 

involvement reflected a growing awareness of both national freedom and gender equality. 

The contribution of women revolutionaries was not limited to armed resistance alone. They served as organizers, 

messengers, intelligence gatherers, fundraisers, and supporters of underground networks that sustained revolutionary 

activities. Their dedication, discipline, and willingness to sacrifice personal comfort and security greatly strengthened 

the revolutionary movement in Bengal. Many endured imprisonment, social criticism, and physical hardships, yet 

remained steadfast in their commitment to the cause of independence. 

Furthermore, the participation of women in revolutionary nationalism had a profound impact on Indian society. Their 

courage inspired other women to join political movements and contributed to the broader process of women's 

empowerment. The visibility of women in anti-colonial struggles challenged prevailing stereotypes regarding female 

weakness and dependency, thereby encouraging greater participation of women in public life, education, and politics. 

The study also reveals that women revolutionaries played a crucial role in shaping the nationalist consciousness of 

Bengal. Their actions inspired patriotism among youth and demonstrated that the struggle for freedom required the 

participation of all sections of society. Through their sacrifices, they helped create a spirit of resistance that 

strengthened the broader national movement and contributed to the eventual achievement of independence in 1947. 

Despite their significant contributions, many women revolutionaries have not received the recognition they deserve in 

mainstream historical narratives. Historical writings have often focused on male leaders, leaving the achievements of 

women underrepresented. Therefore, it is essential to revisit and reassess the role of women in the freedom struggle to 

ensure a more balanced and inclusive understanding of India's nationalist history. 

In conclusion, the women revolutionaries of Bengal made invaluable contributions to India's struggle for independence. 

Their bravery, determination, and patriotism transformed them into symbols of resistance and national pride. Their 

legacy continues to inspire future generations and serves as a reminder that the history of India's freedom movement 

was shaped not only by great male leaders but also by courageous women who dedicated their lives to the cause of 
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national liberation. The contributions of these women remain an enduring chapter in the history of Indian nationalism 

and deserve continued scholarly attention and public recognition. 
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