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Abstract: Retinal diseases are one of the major causes of vision impairment and blindness worldwide. 

Early detection of retinal abnormalities plays a crucial role in preventing permanent vision loss. Optical 

Coherence Tomography (OCT) is a non-invasive imaging technique widely used for retinal examination. 

However, manual analysis of OCT images is time-consuming and depends heavily on the expertise of 

ophthalmologists. 

This paper presents a comparative study of manual and automated image processing techniques for 

retinal disease detection using OCT images. The proposed system analyzes OCT images belonging to 

four categories: Choroidal Neovascularization (CNV), Diabetic Macular Edema (DME), Drusen, and 

Normal retina. Python-based image processing techniques are used for preprocessing, enhancement, and 

classification. The results show that automated image processing provides faster, consistent, and reliable 

results, making it suitable for assisting medical professionals in early diagnosis.. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Vision is one of the most important human senses, and retinal diseases can significantly affect an individual’s quality of 

life. Diseases such as Choroidal Neovascularization (CNV), Diabetic Macular Edema (DME), and Drusen are major 

causes of vision loss if not detected at an early stage. Optical Coherence Tomography (OCT) provides high-resolution 

cross- sectional images of the retina, allowing detailed examination of retinal layers. 

Traditional diagnosis involves manual analysis of OCT images by ophthalmologists. Although accurate, this method is 

time-consuming and prone to human error. With the increasing number of patients, there is a strong need for automated 

systems that can assist doctors by providing fast and accurate analysis. Image processing techniques play an important 

role in enhancing OCT images and extracting meaningful information for disease detection. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Several researchers have explored the use of image processing and machine learning techniques for retinal disease 

detection. Traditional approaches include image enhancement, segmentation, and feature extraction. Recent studies 

focus on deep learning models such as Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) for automated diagnosis. 

Although deep learning models show high accuracy, they require large datasets and high computational resources. This 

motivates the development of simpler image processing- based systems that are easier to implement and suitable for 

small clinical environments. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

The proposed system follows a systematic workflow for retinal disease detection using OCT images. 
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3.1 Dataset Description 

The dataset consists of OCT retinal images classified into four categories: Choroidal Neovascularization (CNV) 

Diabetic Macular Edema (DME) Drusen 

Normal Retina 

 

3.2 Image Preprocessing 

Preprocessing is performed to improve image quality and reduce noise. The following steps are applied: 

Image resizing Grayscale conversion 

Noise removal using filtering techniques Contrast enhancement 

 

3.3 Manual Image Processing 

In manual image processing, enhancement techniques are applied step-by-step and results are visually analyzed. This 

method helps in understanding retinal structures and identifying abnormalities. 

  

3.4 Automated Image Processing 

In automated image processing, Python scripts automatically perform preprocessing, enhancement, and classification. 

This approach significantly reduces human effort and processing time. 

 

IV. IMPLEMENTATION 

The system is implemented using the Python programming language. Libraries such as OpenCV, NumPy, and 

Matplotlib are used for image processing and visualization. Separate modules are developed for manual and automated 

image processing to compare their performance. 

 

V. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The performance of manual and automated image processing techniques is compared based on processing time, 

consistency, and scalability. 

Automated image processing produces consistent and clear enhancement of OCT images. Abnormal retinal conditions 

such as CNV, DME, and Drusen are easily distinguishable from normal images. The results indicate that automated 

processing is more suitable for large- scale screening and clinical support systems. 

 

VI. SYSTEM FLOWCHART DESCRIPTION 

The system follows the steps below: 

Start 

Input OCT retinal image Image preprocessing Feature enhancement 

Manual or automated processing Disease classification 

Result display End 

 

VII. CONCLUSION 

This paper presented a comparative study of manual and automated image processing techniques for retinal disease 

detection using OCT images. Automated image processing reduces analysis time and provides consistent results, 

making it an effective tool for assisting ophthalmologists in early diagnosis. 

  

VIII. FUTURE SCOPE 

Future work can focus on integrating machine learning and deep learning models to improve classification accuracy. 

The system can be trained on larger datasets and extended for real-time clinical applications. 
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