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Abstract: This article provides a comprehensive overview of the relevance of morphology in language 

learning, and highlights its importance for vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, and 

language proficiency. Morphology is a fundamental aspect of language, dealing with the internal 

structure of words and how they are formed. In language learning, morphology plays a crucial role in 

facilitating vocabulary acquisition, improving reading comprehension, and enhancing overall language 

proficiency. This article explores the relevance of morphology in language learning, examining its 

importance, benefits, and implications for language instruction. We discuss the role of morphology in 

vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, and language proficiency, and provide examples of how 

morphology can be taught and learned in language classrooms. The article concludes by highlighting the 

importance of incorporating morphology into language instruction and providing recommendations for 

language teachers and learners. The article also examines the different types of morphological 

processes, including derivation, compounding, and inflection, and discusses how these processes can be 

used to teach and learn vocabulary. Additionally, the article explores the relationship between 

morphology and other linguistic components, such as phonology and syntax, and discusses how a 

comprehensive understanding of morphology can enhance overall language proficiency. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Morphology is the study of word formation and the structure of words. Language learning is a complex and 

multifaceted process, involving the acquisition of various linguistic components, including phonology, syntax, 

semantics, and morphology. Morphology, in particular, is a vital aspect of language, dealing with the internal structure 

of words and how they are formed. In language learning, morphology plays a crucial role in facilitating vocabulary 

acquisition, improving reading comprehension, and enhancing overall language proficiency. 

Importance of Morphology in Language Learning 

Morphology is essential in language learning for several reasons: 

1. Vocabulary Acquisition: Morphology helps language learners to acquire new vocabulary by identifying prefixes, 

suffixes, and roots. This enables learners to decode unfamiliar words and expand their vocabulary. 

2. Reading Comprehension: Morphology improves reading comprehension by allowing learners to recognize word 

families, prefixes, and suffixes. This facilitates the identification of word meanings and enhances overall reading 

proficiency. 

3. Language Proficiency: Morphology enhances language proficiency by enabling learners to use language more 

accurately and effectively. By understanding how words are formed, learners can improve their writing, speaking, and 

listening skills. 

Teaching morphology in language instruction has several benefits: 

1. Improved Vocabulary Acquisition: Teaching morphology helps learners to acquire new vocabulary more effectively, 

as they can identify prefixes, suffixes, and roots. 

2. Enhanced Reading Comprehension: Teaching morphology improves reading comprehension by enabling learners to 

recognize word families, prefixes, and suffixes. 

3. Increased Language Proficiency: Teaching morphology enhances language proficiency by enabling learners to use 

language more accurately and effectively. 
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II. MAIN THRUST 

The common people view that words are the basic meaningful elements in a language. The traditional term for the most 

elemental unit of grammatical form is Morpheme. The word is derived from the Greek word 'morphi, meaning "form". 

The English word-forms such as walks, walker, walked and walking must consist of one element walk and number of 

other elements such as -s, -er, -ed, -ing. All these elements are described as Morphemes. The definition of a morpheme 

is a "minimal unit of meaning or grammatical function". Let's clarify this definition with few examples.  

Morphology meaning is open, another minimal unit of meaning is re-(meaning again), and a minimal unit of 

grammatical function is -ed (indicating past tense). The word tourists also consist three morphemes. There is one 

minimal unit of meaning, tour, another minimal unit of meaning -ist (meaning "person who does something"), and a 

minimal unit of grammatical function -s (indicating plural). A single word may be composed of one or more 

morphemes. A morpheme may be defined as the minimal linguistic sign, a grammatical unit in which there is an 

arbitrary union of a sound and a meaning and which cannot be further analysed. So, this simple definition which is 

given below will serve our purpose now. Every word in every language is composed of one or more morphemes.  

Morphology includes not only inflection, but also derivation. It handles both inflection and derivation by means of rules 

operating upon the same basic units- morphemes. For example, as the inflectional form 'singing' is made up of the two 

more basic units (morphemes) sing and ing, the derivational form singer is made up of the two more basic units 'sing' 

and 'er'. Furthermore, it is the same process of affixation: i.e of adding an affix to a base - form in each case. Looked at 

from this point of view, morphemes- minimal forms- are seen as the basic units of grammatical structure.  

 

Free and bound morphemes  

There are two types of morphemes with broad distinction. There are free morphemes, that is, morphemes that can stand 

by themselves as single words, for example, fear, bound. There are also bound morphemes, which are those forms that 

cannot normally stand alone and are typically attached to another form, like less, ness, un, ed, etc., These forms were 

described as affixes. So, we can say that all affixes (prefixes and suffixes) in English are bound morphemes. The free 

morphemes can generally be identified as the set of separate English word forms such as basic nouns, adjectives, verbs, 

etc., When they are used with bound morphemes attached, the basic word forms are technically known as stems.  

There are number of English words in which the element treated as the stem is not, in fact, a free morpheme. In words 

such as receive, reduce and repeat, we can identify the bound morpheme re-at the beginning, but the element - ceive, -

duce and -peat are not separate word forms and hence cannot be free morphemes. These types of forms are sometimes 

described as "bound stems" to keep them distinct from "free stems" such as bound and fear.  

 

Lexical and functional morphemes  

Free morphemes fall into two categories. The first is that set of ordinary nouns, adjectives and verbs that we think of as 

the words that carry the "content" of the messages we convey. These free morphemes are called lexical morphemes, and 

some examples are: girl, man, house, tiger, sad, long, yellow, sincere, open, look, follow and break. Other types of free 

morphemes are called functional morphemes. Examples are and, but, when, because, on, near, above, in, the, that, it and 

them. This set consists largely of the functional words in the language such as conjunctions, prepositions, articles and 

pronouns. Because we almost never add new functional morphemes to the language, they are described as a "closed" 

class of words.  

 

Derivational and inflectional morphemes  

The set of affixes that make up the category of bound morphemes can also be divided into two types. They 

are Derivational Morphemes and Inflectional Morphemes. We use these bound morphemes to make words of different 

grammatical category from the base word- or the stem. For example, the addition of the derivation morpheme- ness 

changes the adjective 'bad' to the noun 'badness'. The noun 'help' can become the adjective helpful or helpless by 

addition of the derivational morpheme -ful or - less. A list of derivational morphemes will include suffixes such as the - 

ish, in stylish, -ly in fastly, and the -ment in advancement. This list will also include prefixes such as re-, pre-, ex-, mis-, 

co-, un-, and many more.  
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Inflectional Morphemes  

The inflectional morphemes are not used to produce new words in the language, but rather to indicate aspects of the 

grammatical function of a word. Inflectional morphemes are used to show if a word is plural or singular, past tense or 

not, and if it is a comparative or possessive form English has only eight inflectional morphemes or inflections'.  

 

Derivational Vs. Inflectional  

The difference between derivational morphemes is worth emphasizing. An inflectional morpheme never changes the 

grammatical category of a word. For example, both old and older are adjectives. The -er inflection simply creates a 

different version of the adjective. However, a derivational morpheme can change the grammatical category of a word. 

The verb 'teach' becomes the noun 'teacher' if we add the derivational morpheme -er. So, the suffix form -er can be an 

inflectional morpheme as part of an adjective and also a distinct derivational morpheme as part of a noun. Just because 

they (er) look the same doesn't mean they do the same kind of work. In both cases, they are bound 

morphemes. Whenever there is a derivational suffix and an inflectional suffix attached to the same word, they always 

appear in that order. First the derivational -er attaches to teach, then the inflectional -s is added to yield 'teachers'.  

 

III. CONCLUSION 

Morphology is a fundamental aspect of language, playing a crucial role in facilitating vocabulary acquisition, 

improving reading comprehension, and enhancing overall language proficiency. The relevance of morphology in 

language learning cannot be overstated, as it provides learners with the tools to decode unfamiliar words, expand their 

vocabulary, and improve their reading and writing skills. The importance of morphology in language learning has 

several implications for language instruction. Language instructors should incorporate morphology into the language 

curriculum, teaching learners about prefixes, suffixes, and roots. Additionally, instructors should use morphology-based 

instructional materials, such as workbooks and online resources, to teach morphology. Providing opportunities for 

learners to practice using morphology, such as through reading, writing, and speaking activities, is also essential. 

Furthermore, the study of morphology has implications for language assessment and testing. Morphology can be used 

to assess learners' vocabulary knowledge, reading comprehension, and language proficiency. Additionally, morphology 

can be used to develop more effective language tests, which can provide a more accurate measure of learners' language 

abilities.morphology is a vital aspect of language learning, and its relevance cannot be overstated. By incorporating 

morphology into language instruction, language instructors can provide learners with the tools to improve their 

vocabulary acquisition, reading comprehension, and language proficiency. Additionally, the study of morphology has 

implications for language assessment and testing, and can be used to develop more effective language tests. 
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