
I J A R S C T    

    

 

               International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology  

                               International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

Volume 5, Issue 8, June 2025 

 Copyright to IJARSCT             51 

    www.ijarsct.co.in  

 
 
 

ISSN: 2581-9429 Impact Factor: 7.67 

 

The Ethics of Human Development 
Dr. Meenakshi Srivastava 

Asst. Professor, Dept. of Philosophy, 

Kanoria PG Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Jaipur 

 

Abstract: The ethics of human development involves examining the moral principles, values, and 

responsibilities related to individuals' growth, well-being, and rights across their lifespan. It encompasses 

a range of concerns, from early childhood development to the aging process, and the societal and 

environmental factors that influence human development. Three components – the unfolding of human 

capabilities, equitable wealth distribution, and ecological balance – form the ethical foundation for 

promoting a more inclusive, just, and sustainable approach to development. Such a perspective challenges 

traditional development models, which often prioritize economic growth and material accumulation, 

without fully considering the social and environmental costs. 

In summary, the ethics of human development encourages a holistic view, where the aim is not just 

economic prosperity, but also the improvement of individual freedoms, social justice, and the protection of 

the environment. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Ethics, in contrast to morality and many values, is characterized by its objectivity and independence from specific contexts 

of time and place. It remains consistent across individuals, cultures, ages, genders, and races, and does not evolve over 

time. Actions deemed good are universally recognized as such, while those considered evil are likewise universally 

condemned. This universality arises from the fact that pain, suffering, destruction, and well-being are not subjective 

opinions; rather, they are objective realities acknowledged by all. However, there exists a subjective dimension to ethics. 

((1) 

Ethical judgments are inherently influenced by values, as individuals typically reject evil and uphold goodness. Values 

themselves are subjective, which implies that ethics also carries a subjective element; actions are not intrinsically good 

or evil but are assigned these labels based on human interpretation. Good and evil do not exist as independent forces 

within nature; rather, in a monist universe, all entities operate according to a neutral natural order. It is humanity that 

ascribes moral significance to actions based on their consequences for the world and its inhabitants. Thus, if actions are 

not inherently good or evil, what then constitutes the objectivity of ethics? The objectivity of ethics is rooted in 

fundamental values associated with life, the struggle for survival, and self-preservation. It is intrinsic to human nature to 

exhibit self-regarding behaviour, to reject pain and suffering, and to value well-being. These elements shape ethics, 

rendering ethical values subjective to human nature while remaining universal and objective among people. 

Ethical judgments arise from a blend of emotional responses, cognitive processes, and human instincts. The cognitive 

dimension pertains to intentional and self-regarding behaviours, while the emotional aspect involves empathy and the 

ability to understand and share the feelings of others. Human nature is tied to our basic instincts for self-preservation. We 

deem certain actions unethical because we can recognize the pain and suffering, they inflict on others. 

 

Development Ethics  

Development ethics can be likened to business ethics, medical ethics, environmental ethics, and other domains of practical 

ethics. Each of these fields raises ethical inquiries concerning priorities and procedures, as well as rights and 

responsibilities. Therefore, development ethics can be regarded as a distinct area of focus, encompassing a set of questions 

related to significant value decisions that are integral to social and economic development processes.(2) 
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Development ethics constitutes a body of work that has sought to tackle these inquiries and the various responses 

provided. This encompasses contributions made long before the term 'development ethics' was formally recognized. 

We specifically focus on a field referred to as 'development ethics'. 

In a more focused manner, development ethics represents a body of work that has further emphasized a development 

ethics agenda and sought to institutionalize the discipline through various means, including publications, scholarly 

associations, networks, and educational courses. The International Development Ethics Association was established in 

1987 (http://www.development-ethics.org/).  

 

Role of Development Ethics 

The primary function of development ethics is to serve as an interdisciplinary platform where various disciplines, 

concerns, and methodologies converge, rather than being confined to a specific academic subfield within philosophy. 

This approach enables it to exert significant influence on practices, movements, and educational frameworks. While ethics 

is traditionally considered a branch of philosophy, development ethics has emerged as a segment of practical ethics within 

academic institutions. However, similar to environmental ethics, which is not solely the domain of philosophers, 

development ethics attracts individuals from a broad spectrum of backgrounds. Engaging deeply with specific contexts, 

each characterized by its unique realities, and striving to comprehend and shape the methods and systems that govern 

everyday practices, necessitates involvement from individuals who are both rooted in and connected to particular 

disciplinary and/or professional fields.(3) 

 

Ethics and Human Development 

Human beings do not possess an inherent sense of ethics; rather, their ethical behavior is influenced by the process of 

human development. In their natural state, individuals may act instinctively, but as they undergo human development, 

their actions tend to align more closely with ethical principles. 

The degree of ethical behavior exhibited by individuals is contingent upon two primary factors: personal development 

and human development. Personal development encompasses the internalization of values, judgment, and thought 

processes, representing a shift from merely adhering to obligations to discerning the most beneficial course of action 

(refer to human ontogeny). Conversely, human development is characterized by the interplay of collective personal 

growth and social advancement, which includes socioeconomic, cultural, and institutional factors (refer to human 

development). The ethical spectrum of human behavior ranges from low to high levels of personal and human 

development. For instance, low social development is often marked by economic and political turmoil, insecurity, 

injustice, and diminished trust. In such contexts, personal development is dominated by survival values, leading to more 

self-centred and unethical behaviors, where individuals prioritize their own interests over those of others and the 

environment, resulting in increased crime, corruption, and environmental degradation. In contrast, personal development 

in environments of high human development, where basic material needs are met and security and stability prevail, fosters 

more ethical behaviors that consider the well-being of oneself, others, and the environment.(4) 

 

The essence of human development   

Within a monist framework, both individuals and society are regarded as natural occurrences that adhere to the same 

fundamental principles governing the universe. The shared characteristic of complexity unites humanity and society with 

all other entities. Specifically, this complexity manifests in a mutual interdependence, rendering it impossible to separate 

the two from one another. 

 
(5) https://physicalspace.wordpress.com/2009/01/12/the-nature-of-human-development/ 
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Society is inherently a multifaceted system that can be represented through the interplay of three fundamental 

components: culture, economy, and institutions. 

Human Development is defined as the interplay between Social Development and collective Individual Development. 

Social Development pertains to increased social complexity, whereas Individual Development pertains to enhanced 

personal complexity. 

Complexity arises as a natural phenomenon through the integration of diverse components. Generally, greater complexity 

is associated with dynamic flexibility, autonomy, holistic perspectives, and stability. This complexity is a universal 

characteristic observable in both individuals and societies. In the context of Social Development, elevated social 

complexity manifests as societies that are more free, tolerant, egalitarian, and stable, fostering peaceful coexistence 

among individuals. Conversely, in Individual Development, increased personal complexity results in enhanced personal, 

cognitive, spiritual, and volitional integrity, granting individuals greater autonomy and stability. The synthesis of these 

two dimensions constitutes Human Development, wherein individuals experience greater harmony with themselves and 

others, alongside elevated levels of freedom and well-being. 

(5)Source-https://physicalspace.wordpress.com/2009/01/12/the-nature-of-human-development/ 

Though there are countless areas for ethical reflection about how to understand and implement the ends and means of 

development (6) yet, the concept and extent of development ethics can be characterized as a moral examination of both 

the objectives and methods of development. When we reflect on the objectives of development, we inquire: what is our 

ultimate goal? It is not unexpected that this inquiry into the ultimate purpose of development is a subject of contention 

within the field of development ethics. Potential candidates for this ultimate goal encompass not only the "human ascent" 

advocated by Lebret and Goulet but also include economic growth, modernization, the fulfilment of basic needs, 

happiness, well-being, freedom, empowerment, agency, capabilities (or opportunities), and democratic participation, 

among others. (7)“Development cannot be limited to mere economic growth. In order to be authentic, it must be complete: 

integral, that is, it has to promote the good of every man and of the whole man”(8) Integral human development posits 

that true development, which enhances our humanity, must be comprehensive in at least two respects. Firstly, it should 

encompass the growth of the entire individual, extending beyond mere financial or limited economic progress to include 

social, political, creative, spiritual, and other dimensions. This holistic perspective is effectively represented by the 

(secular) capability approach to human development, often promoted by development ethicists, which defines poverty as 

a deficiency in opportunities necessary for achieving human flourishing. (9) Goulet recognised three core values of 

development, viz. 1 Sustenance, 2 Self-esteem and 3 Freedom (10) 

The ethics surrounding human development encompasses the moral principles and considerations pertaining to the well-

being, rights, and responsibilities associated with advancing individuals and societies. This subject intersects with various 

fields, including philosophy, psychology, education, economics, and social sciences, and can be examined through several 

fundamental perspectives: 

1. Human Rights and Dignity 

At the core of human development lies the belief that every individual possesses inherent dignity and the right to thrive. 

Ethical human development underscores the importance of honouring these rights while fostering equality, justice, and 
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freedom. It also emphasizes the necessity of safeguarding vulnerable populations from exploitation and harm, ensuring 

that development initiatives do not reinforce inequality or discrimination. 

2. Social Justice and Equity 

The ethics of human development stress the importance of fair access to resources, opportunities, and education. This 

involves addressing inequalities in wealth, health, and social status, and ensuring that the advantages of development are 

accessible to all individuals, particularly those from marginalized or disadvantaged backgrounds. The ethical framework 

of development mandates that no individual should be overlooked. 

3. Sustainability   

The ethical aspect of sustainability in human development emphasizes the necessity of fulfilling current needs while 

ensuring that future generations can also satisfy their requirements. This entails a commitment to environmental 

stewardship, harmonizing economic advancement with ecological preservation, and safeguarding against the exhaustion 

of resources or irreversible damage to ecosystems. 

4. Autonomy and Empowerment   

A fundamental ethical tenet is the significance of autonomy, which encompasses the capacity of individuals to make 

independent choices and govern their own lives. Development initiatives should focus on empowering individuals and 

communities by providing them with the necessary resources, education, and opportunities to make well-informed 

decisions. This approach must also honor cultural diversity and enable people to determine their developmental 

trajectories. 

5. Intergenerational Ethics   

The ethical considerations surrounding human development necessitate evaluating how present actions will influence 

future generations. This perspective includes an assessment of not only material resources but also the social, educational, 

and political legacies that will shape the potential for future human prosperity. 

6. Psychological and Emotional Well-being 

Human development encompasses not only material advancement but also the emotional, psychological, and social 

aspects of well-being. Ethical considerations in this field involve providing necessary mental and emotional support for 

both children and adults to facilitate their growth, while also safeguarding individuals from detrimental practices such as 

child labour, exploitation, and abuse. 

7. Global Responsibility 

On a global scale, human development ethics address the responsibilities of wealthier nations to assist developing nations. 

This includes providing fair trade, education, technology, and resources, as well as being responsible for foreign aid and 

development interventions, which must be designed with respect for the autonomy of the recipient countries. 

8. The Role of Institutions and Governments 

Governments and institutions are pivotal in influencing human development, and it is imperative that their policies are 

founded on ethical principles. In this context, ethical considerations frequently arise regarding government interventions, 

strategies for poverty reduction, access to healthcare, and educational opportunities. There exists a moral obligation to 

establish policies that are equitable and advantageous for all individuals, while also safeguarding development from the 

detrimental effects of corruption and exploitation. 

9. Cultural Sensitivity and Relativism  

Ethical human development should take into consideration cultural variances, acknowledging that the concept of 

development can manifest differently in diverse contexts. What is deemed "progress" in one culture may not be relevant 

or even welcomed in another. Therefore, development initiatives must be attuned to the cultural values and traditions of 

the communities they serve, steering clear of ethnocentrism while simultaneously upholding universal human rights. 

10. Ethical Use of Technology 

With the rapid advancement of technology, questions arise about how these tools are used in human development. There 

are ethical considerations around data privacy, access to technology, and the potential for technology to both enhance and 

undermine personal autonomy and societal development. 
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II. CONCLUSION 

In sum, the ethics of human development strives to create a framework in which the progress of individuals and societies 

can happen in ways that are equitable, sustainable, and supportive of fundamental human dignity. It's about striking a 

balance between individual rights and collective responsibilities, and ensuring that development leads to positive, lasting 

outcomes for all. 
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