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Abstract: This paper proposes the design and implementation of a low-cost water quality monitoring 

system aimed at real-time measurement of key water parameters such as pH, turbidity, and temperature. 

The system integrates three distinct sensors: a pH sensor to measure water acidity/alkalinity, a turbidity 

sensor to assess water clarity, and a temperature sensor to measure water temperature. The data collected 

by these sensors is processed by an ESP8266 microcontroller, which sends the information to a local OLED 

display for real-time monitoring. The system is also capable of remote data logging using the Wi-Fi 

capabilities of the ESP8266. This paper explores the need for such a system, outlines the methodology for 

its design, and discusses its potential applications in environmental monitoring. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Water is one of the most vital resources on Earth, but its quality is often compromised by various pollutants, affecting 

both the ecosystem and public health. Traditional water quality testing methods are costly and require specialized 

laboratories. Moreover, these methods often involve delays in reporting, making it difficult to act in a timely manner. 

The need for real-time water quality monitoring has never been greater, especially in regions where resources are 

limited and access to clean water is a critical issue.This system presents a solution to this challenge by leveraging 

affordable sensors and the ESP8266, a Wi-Fi-enabled microcontroller, to provide real-time data on water quality. With 

the ability to display results on an OLED screen and upload data to a cloud platform, this system enhances water 

management practices by offering both immediate and remote monitoring capabilities. 

 

II. NEED OF PROJECT 

Globally, the lack of proper water quality monitoring leads to undetected contamination, which can have disastrous 

effects on health, agriculture, and aquatic ecosystems. In rural or remote areas, traditional water testing methods may be 

unavailable or prohibitively expensive. Waterborne diseases, resulting from poor water quality, contribute to significant 

morbidity and mortality rates, especially in developing countries.A low-cost, portable, and real-time water quality 

monitoring system would address these issues by allowing individuals or local authorities to regularly assess water 

conditions without relying on costly infrastructure. The ability to monitor water quality continuously can also serve as 

an early warning system, alerting the community to potential contamination before it becomes a significant health risk 

 

III. PROBLEM DEFINITION 

In order to monitor water quality effectively, multiple parameters must be assessed, such as: 

 pH: The level of acidity or alkalinity, which affects aquatic life and the usability of water for consumption. 

 Turbidity: The cloudiness or haziness caused by suspended particles, which can be harmful to aquatic 

organisms and indicate the presence of pollutants. 

 Temperature: Water temperature affects dissolved oxygen levels, chemical reactions, and biological 

processes in water bodies. 
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Measuring these parameters manually is labour-intensive and often not feasible in remote areas. Moreover, most 

existing systems are expensive and not widely accessible. The challenge is to design an integrated system that can 

continuously measure these parameters and offer real-time alerts while being affordable and easy to deploy in various 

locations. 

 

IV. METHODOLOGY TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM 

The water quality monitoring system is built using several key components: 

 pH Sensor: A sensor capable of detecting the hydrogen ion concentration, which determines the acidity or 

alkalinity of the water. A typical sensor works by generating an output voltage proportional to the pH level, 

which can be processed by the microcontroller. 

 Turbidity Sensor: The turbidity sensor uses the principle of light scattering. It emits a light signal into the 

water, and the amount of light scattered by suspended particles is measured. This value is used to determine 

the turbidity level. 

 Temperature Sensor: A temperature sensor measures the water temperature in real time, which is vital in 

determining the health of the water and its ecosystem. 

 ESP8266 Microcontroller: The ESP8266 is a Wi-Fi-enabled microcontroller that processes the data from all 

sensors and can communicate with cloud platforms or send data to a local OLED display. The microcontroller 

can be programmed using the Arduino IDE and supports real-time data transmission. 

 OLED Display: The OLED display provides a visual output of the measured parameters, offering immediate 

feedback for users. 

The data collected by the sensors is processed and displayed locally on the OLED screen. Simultaneously, the ESP8266 

transmits the data to a cloud server, allowing for remote monitoring via web or mobile applications. This enables users 

to monitor water quality continuously and remotely, and receive alerts if the parameters fall outside safe limits. 

 

A. Output 

 

  

 Fig. Working Model                  Fig. Water quality check 
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Fig. Display Screen                                                   Fig.Notifications on mobile. 

 

B. Training and Testing Algorithm 

The system relies on analog signals from the sensors, which are converted into digital values using the ESP8266’s 

internal ADC. The pH and turbidity sensors require calibration to provide accurate readings: 

 Calibration of pH Sensor: The pH sensor must be calibrated using standard buffer solutions to ensure the 

system provides accurate pH values. Calibration is typically done at two points, pH 4.0 and pH 7.0, though 

more points can be used for higher precision. 

 Calibration of Turbidity Sensor: The turbidity sensor requires calibration against a known turbidity standard 

or water sample with known turbidity values. This can be done by taking readings at various levels of known 

turbidity and creating a linear mapping function between the sensor’s output and the turbidity levels. 

 Temperature Calibration: Most temperature sensors are pre-calibrated, but it may still be necessary to ensure 

the sensor readings align with known temperature values for accuracy. 

The system is tested using real water samples to evaluate its performance in different environmental conditions. The 

sensors' readings are compared to manual measurements taken using traditional methods like laboratory testing kits. 

The system is also tested for stability and consistency over time to ensure accurate, reliable data collection  

 

V. CONCLUSION 

The water quality monitoring system successfully demonstrates the potential of low-cost sensors and microcontroller-

based technology for real-time environmental monitoring. By integrating pH, turbidity, and temperature sensors with 

the ESP8266 microcontroller, the system can provide continuous data, ensuring timely action in response to water 

contamination. The project highlights the viability of affordable, portable solutions for water quality monitoring, 

especially in areas where traditional methods are impractical. This system offers a promising step toward more 

accessible and efficient water quality monitoring, providing valuable data that can aid in water management and public 

health efforts, particularly in under-resourced regions. 
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