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State Bank of India (SBI) is the largest public sector bank in India and a key player in the nation’s banking sector. With 

a legacy spanning over two centuries, SBI has estab

India’s economic development. The bank operates through a vast network of branches and ATMs across India and has a 

notable international presence. SBI provides a wide range of banking a

banking, corporate banking, investment services, and digital banking solutions.

In the last few years, the global and domestic financial landscape has undergone considerable transformations. The 

period from 2019 to 2024 has been particularly challenging and dynamic for the banking sector due to several factors, 

including the unprecedented impact of the COVID

increased credit risk, and significantly affected th

of India's financial sector, SBI has faced several challenges, including maintaining profitability, managing non

performing assets (NPAs), and ensuring liquidity amid economic uncertaint

Given its size and critical role in the Indian economy, analyzing SBI’s financial performance during this period is 

crucial. Such an analysis not only provides insights into the bank's ability to withstand economic challenges but also 
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This research paper presents a comprehensive analysis of the financial performance of the State 

Bank of India (SBI) from 2019 to 2024. As India's largest public sector bank, SBI plays a crucial role in the 

financial system and the economy. The study evaluates the bank’s profitability, liquidity, solvency, an

efficiency ratios to assess its financial health over the given period. 

The research primarily uses secondary data obtained from SBI’s annual reports, financial statements, 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) publications, and financial journals. The analysis covers key financial 

indicators such as Net Profit Margin, Return on Assets (ROA), Return on Equity (ROE), Debt

Performing Assets (NPA) Ratios, and Efficiency Ratios. Special attention is given to 

understanding the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the bank’s financial performance and how SBI 

adapted to economic challenges during this period. 

The findings reveal that SBI demonstrated resilience through improved asset quality, strengthened capital 

adequacy, and consistent profitability despite global and domestic challenges. A comparative analysis with 

major competitors, including HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and Punjab National Bank (PNB), highlights SBI’s 

competitive positioning in the banking sector. 

This paper concludes by discussing the strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats (SWOT analysis) 

faced by SBI and offers strategic recommendations to enhance its financial stability and operational 

efficiency in the future. The research provides valuable insights for policymakers, investor

professionals aiming to understand SBI’s financial trajectory and strategic outlook.. 

State Bank of India (SBI), Financial Performance, Profitability Ratios, Liquidity Ratios, 

Performing Assets (NPA), COVID-19 Impact, Banking Sector Analysis, 

I. INTRODUCTION 

State Bank of India (SBI) is the largest public sector bank in India and a key player in the nation’s banking sector. With 

a legacy spanning over two centuries, SBI has established itself as a financial powerhouse, contributing significantly to 

India’s economic development. The bank operates through a vast network of branches and ATMs across India and has a 

notable international presence. SBI provides a wide range of banking and financial services, including personal 

banking, corporate banking, investment services, and digital banking solutions. 

In the last few years, the global and domestic financial landscape has undergone considerable transformations. The 

2024 has been particularly challenging and dynamic for the banking sector due to several factors, 

including the unprecedented impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. The pandemic disrupted economic activities, 

increased credit risk, and significantly affected the profitability and asset quality of banks worldwide. As the backbone 

of India's financial sector, SBI has faced several challenges, including maintaining profitability, managing non

performing assets (NPAs), and ensuring liquidity amid economic uncertainties. 

Given its size and critical role in the Indian economy, analyzing SBI’s financial performance during this period is 

crucial. Such an analysis not only provides insights into the bank's ability to withstand economic challenges but also 
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highlights its strategies for maintaining stability and growth. Furthermore, comparing SBI's performance with other 

major competitors such as HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and Punjab National Bank (PNB) can offer valuable perspectives 

on the bank’s market positioning and competi

 

Despite being one of the most stable and significant financial institutions in India, SBI has encountered substantial 

challenges between 2019 and 2024. These challenges include deteriorating asset quality, declining 

liquidity management issues, primarily driven by the global pandemic and domestic economic slowdown. Additionally, 

rapid digital transformation in the banking sector has posed both opportunities and challenges for traditional banking 

practices. 

The primary research problem addressed in this paper is to evaluate and understand the financial performance of SBI 

during the period from 2019 to 2024. Despite being a crucial player in the Indian banking sector, limited research has 

comprehensively analyzed the bank’s financial performance in the wake of the COVID

economic recovery. Hence, this study aims to bridge the gap by thoroughly examining profitability, liquidity, solvency, 

and efficiency ratios, while also comparing SBI's performance with key competitors.

 

The primary objective of this study is to conduct a comprehensive analysis of SBI's financial performance during the 

period from 2019 to 2024. The specific objectives of the study are as follows

 To analyze the profitability of SBI by evaluating key financial ratios, including Return on Assets (ROA) and 

Return on Equity (ROE). 

 To assess liquidity and solvency through ratios such as the Current Ratio and Debt

 To examine asset quality by analyzing Gross and Net Non

 To evaluate operational efficiency using efficiency ratios and cost

 To compare SBI’s financial performance with major competitors in the Indian banking sector, such as HDF

Bank, ICICI Bank, and PNB. 

 To identify the impact of the COVID

 To recommend strategies for improving financial performance and maintaining sustainable growth.

 

The study is based on the following hypotheses:

 H1: SBI’s financial performance significantly improved from 2019 to 2024 despite economic challenges.

H2: The COVID-19 pandemic had a substantial negative impact on SBI’s profitability and asset quality.

H3: SBI’s financial performance is comparable to or better than its major competitors (HDFC Bank, ICICI 

Bank, and PNB) during the same period.

 

V. SIGNIFICANCE OF T

This research is significant as it provides insights into the financial stability and performance of S

for investors, policymakers, and financial analysts. By examining the bank’s performance during a period marked by 

unprecedented challenges, the study highlights the strengths and weaknesses of SBI’s financial management strategies. 

Furthermore, the comparative analysis with other major banks offers a clearer understanding of SBI's relative position 

in the Indian banking sector. 

The findings from this research will assist stakeholders in making informed decisions regarding investment 

and policy formulation. Additionally, the study will contribute to academic literature by offering a thorough analysis of 

the financial performance of India’s largest public sector bank during a critical period.
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trategies for maintaining stability and growth. Furthermore, comparing SBI's performance with other 

major competitors such as HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and Punjab National Bank (PNB) can offer valuable perspectives 

on the bank’s market positioning and competitive advantage. 

II. PROBLEM STATEMENT 

Despite being one of the most stable and significant financial institutions in India, SBI has encountered substantial 

challenges between 2019 and 2024. These challenges include deteriorating asset quality, declining 

liquidity management issues, primarily driven by the global pandemic and domestic economic slowdown. Additionally, 

rapid digital transformation in the banking sector has posed both opportunities and challenges for traditional banking 

The primary research problem addressed in this paper is to evaluate and understand the financial performance of SBI 

during the period from 2019 to 2024. Despite being a crucial player in the Indian banking sector, limited research has 

ly analyzed the bank’s financial performance in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent 

economic recovery. Hence, this study aims to bridge the gap by thoroughly examining profitability, liquidity, solvency, 

ring SBI's performance with key competitors. 

III. OBJECTIVES 

The primary objective of this study is to conduct a comprehensive analysis of SBI's financial performance during the 

period from 2019 to 2024. The specific objectives of the study are as follows: 

To analyze the profitability of SBI by evaluating key financial ratios, including Return on Assets (ROA) and 

To assess liquidity and solvency through ratios such as the Current Ratio and Debt-to-Equity Ratio.

ity by analyzing Gross and Net Non-Performing Assets (NPA) ratios.

To evaluate operational efficiency using efficiency ratios and cost-to-income ratios. 

To compare SBI’s financial performance with major competitors in the Indian banking sector, such as HDF

To identify the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on SBI’s financial metrics and overall performance.

To recommend strategies for improving financial performance and maintaining sustainable growth.

IV. HYPOTHESIS 

sed on the following hypotheses: 

SBI’s financial performance significantly improved from 2019 to 2024 despite economic challenges.

19 pandemic had a substantial negative impact on SBI’s profitability and asset quality.

performance is comparable to or better than its major competitors (HDFC Bank, ICICI 

Bank, and PNB) during the same period. 

V. SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

This research is significant as it provides insights into the financial stability and performance of SBI, which is essential 

for investors, policymakers, and financial analysts. By examining the bank’s performance during a period marked by 

unprecedented challenges, the study highlights the strengths and weaknesses of SBI’s financial management strategies. 

Furthermore, the comparative analysis with other major banks offers a clearer understanding of SBI's relative position 

The findings from this research will assist stakeholders in making informed decisions regarding investment 

and policy formulation. Additionally, the study will contribute to academic literature by offering a thorough analysis of 

the financial performance of India’s largest public sector bank during a critical period. 
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Introduction 

The financial performance of banks is a critical area of research, as it reflects the stability and sustainability of the 

banking sector and its role in the economy. State Bank of India (SBI), being the largest public sector bank in India, has

been a focal point of numerous studies. The period between 2019 and 2024 has been particularly challenging for the 

banking sector due to the COVID-19 pandemic, economic slowdown, and digital transformation. This literature review 

aims to synthesize existing work on the financial performance of SBI and other comparable banks, highlighting trends, 

gaps, and areas for further research. 

 

Financial Performance of Indian Banks (Pre

Several studies have examined the financial perform

According to Gupta and Sharma (2020), public sector banks in India faced challenges related to non

(NPAs) and low profitability even before the pandemic struck. Their study h

largest public sector bank, struggled with high gross and net NPA ratios, affecting its profitability.

During the pandemic, however, the banking landscape changed significantly. Kumar and Sinha (2021) conducted an 

empirical analysis on the impact of COVID

credit risk and declining profitability during the initial phase of the pandemic. The study emphasized the role of 

government interventions and moratorium schemes that helped stabilize financial metrics temporarily.

In a comparative analysis, Das et al. (2022) investigated the performance of public and private sector banks during the 

pandemic. The findings indicated that private sector banks like HD

to public sector banks, including SBI, due to better risk management practices and higher capital adequacy ratios.

 

Profitability and Efficiency Analysis 

Profitability ratios such as Return on Assets (ROA

financial performance. Bhattacharya and Bose (2020) examined SBI's profitability and found that the bank exhibited 

fluctuating profitability trends from 2018 to 2020, primarily due to provi

operational efficiency improvements, the bank’s profitability remained under pressure due to high provisioning costs.

Subsequent research by Patel and Mehta (2022) explored the post

improve its profitability metrics by the end of 2022, mainly through enhanced digital banking services and improved 

credit monitoring systems. The study concluded that technology adoption played a pivotal role in streamlining banking 

operations, reducing costs, and ultimately improving profitability.

 

Liquidity and Solvency Ratios 

The liquidity position of banks during the pandemic has been a major concern. A study by Rao and Reddy (2021) found 

that liquidity ratios such as the Current 

improvement as a result of liquidity infusion by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). However, the debt

remained high, indicating the challenge of maintaining solvency during e

In contrast, Kapoor and Singh (2023) noted that private sector banks demonstrated better liquidity management, as 

evidenced by higher quick ratios and lower debt

highlighted the need for SBI to adopt more conservative debt management strategies to enhance solvency.

 

Asset Quality and Non-Performing Assets (NPAs)

NPAs have been a persistent issue for public sector banks, especially SBI. A comprehensive study by Verma and 

Choudhury (2020) highlighted that SBI's gross and net NPA ratios remained high during the pre

primarily due to defaults in the corporate sector. The researchers recommended stricter credit risk assessments to 

mitigate NPA levels. 

Post-pandemic studies, such as the one conducted by Nair and Thomas (2023), revealed a gradual decline in SBI’s NPA 

ratios, attributing the improvement to proactive provisioning and restructuring measures. However, they also noted that 
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VI. LITERATURE REVIEW 

The financial performance of banks is a critical area of research, as it reflects the stability and sustainability of the 

banking sector and its role in the economy. State Bank of India (SBI), being the largest public sector bank in India, has

been a focal point of numerous studies. The period between 2019 and 2024 has been particularly challenging for the 

19 pandemic, economic slowdown, and digital transformation. This literature review 

ng work on the financial performance of SBI and other comparable banks, highlighting trends, 

Financial Performance of Indian Banks (Pre-Pandemic and During Pandemic) 

Several studies have examined the financial performance of Indian banks before the onset of the COVID

According to Gupta and Sharma (2020), public sector banks in India faced challenges related to non

(NPAs) and low profitability even before the pandemic struck. Their study highlighted that SBI, despite being the 

largest public sector bank, struggled with high gross and net NPA ratios, affecting its profitability. 

During the pandemic, however, the banking landscape changed significantly. Kumar and Sinha (2021) conducted an 

irical analysis on the impact of COVID-19 on Indian banking performance, revealing that banks faced increased 

credit risk and declining profitability during the initial phase of the pandemic. The study emphasized the role of 

ratorium schemes that helped stabilize financial metrics temporarily.

In a comparative analysis, Das et al. (2022) investigated the performance of public and private sector banks during the 

pandemic. The findings indicated that private sector banks like HDFC and ICICI were relatively less affected compared 

to public sector banks, including SBI, due to better risk management practices and higher capital adequacy ratios.

Profitability ratios such as Return on Assets (ROA) and Return on Equity (ROE) are fundamental in assessing a bank’s 

financial performance. Bhattacharya and Bose (2020) examined SBI's profitability and found that the bank exhibited 

fluctuating profitability trends from 2018 to 2020, primarily due to provisioning for bad loans. They argued that despite 

operational efficiency improvements, the bank’s profitability remained under pressure due to high provisioning costs.

Subsequent research by Patel and Mehta (2022) explored the post-pandemic period, showing that SBI managed to 

improve its profitability metrics by the end of 2022, mainly through enhanced digital banking services and improved 

credit monitoring systems. The study concluded that technology adoption played a pivotal role in streamlining banking 

rations, reducing costs, and ultimately improving profitability. 

The liquidity position of banks during the pandemic has been a major concern. A study by Rao and Reddy (2021) found 

that liquidity ratios such as the Current Ratio and Quick Ratio of public sector banks, including SBI, showed 

improvement as a result of liquidity infusion by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). However, the debt

remained high, indicating the challenge of maintaining solvency during economic stress. 

In contrast, Kapoor and Singh (2023) noted that private sector banks demonstrated better liquidity management, as 

evidenced by higher quick ratios and lower debt-to-equity ratios compared to public sector counterparts. The study 

the need for SBI to adopt more conservative debt management strategies to enhance solvency.

Performing Assets (NPAs) 

NPAs have been a persistent issue for public sector banks, especially SBI. A comprehensive study by Verma and 

hury (2020) highlighted that SBI's gross and net NPA ratios remained high during the pre

primarily due to defaults in the corporate sector. The researchers recommended stricter credit risk assessments to 

studies, such as the one conducted by Nair and Thomas (2023), revealed a gradual decline in SBI’s NPA 

ratios, attributing the improvement to proactive provisioning and restructuring measures. However, they also noted that 
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despite a reduction in NPAs, the bank still faced challenges in maintaining consistent asset quality due to the uncertain 

economic environment. 

 

Comparative Financial Analysis: SBI vs. Private Sector Banks

The comparative analysis of public and private sector banks during the pandemic and 

considerable attention. According to Joshi and Kulkarni (2024), SBI’s performance in terms of profitability and asset 

quality lagged behind major private sector banks like HDFC and ICICI. They argued that while SBI managed to 

stabilize its financial metrics, private banks demonstrated more robust performance metrics due to efficient risk 

management and digital banking capabilities.

Similarly, Mishra and Yadav (2023) analyzed the cost

banks were more efficient than public sector counterparts, including SBI. This difference was attributed to higher 

operational efficiency and better use of digital platforms in private banks.

 

Trends, Gaps, and Areas for Further Research

The literature indicates a few key trends: 

 Resilience and Adaptation: SBI has shown resilience through proactive financial management despite 

economic challenges. 

 Digital Transformation: Technology adoption has positively impacted profitability and efficiency.

 Comparative Performance: Private sector banks performed better than public sector banks, including SBI, in 

liquidity and profitability metrics.

 Asset Quality Concerns: High NPAs remain a persistent challenge for SBI, despite recent improvements.

 

Research Gaps: 

While many studies have addressed the financial performance of SBI and other banks during the pandemic, limited 

research has examined the long-term sustainability of performance improvements post

a lack of comprehensive analysis that compares SBI's financial metrics with private sector banks using advanced 

statistical methods. 

 

Areas for Further Research: 

Analyzing the long-term impact of digital transformation on SBI’s profitability.

Investigating risk management practices that can further reduce NPAs.

Comparative analysis of customer satisfaction and digital banking adoption between public and private banks.

Exploring the impact of government initiatives and policy interventions on SBI's financial performance.

 

VII. 

Study Design 

This research adopts a quantitative research design

(SBI) from 2019 to 2024. The study is descriptive and analytical

financial ratios and performance metrics to assess the bank’s financial stability and profitability during the specified 

period. Quantitative analysis is preferred as it allows for the objective measurement of financial metrics and statistical 

comparison with competitors. 

 

Data Collection 

The study primarily relies on secondary data

the following sources: 

 Annual Reports of SBI (2019–

sheets, profit and loss statements, and cash flow statements.
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ank still faced challenges in maintaining consistent asset quality due to the uncertain 

Comparative Financial Analysis: SBI vs. Private Sector Banks 

The comparative analysis of public and private sector banks during the pandemic and recovery phases has drawn 

considerable attention. According to Joshi and Kulkarni (2024), SBI’s performance in terms of profitability and asset 

quality lagged behind major private sector banks like HDFC and ICICI. They argued that while SBI managed to 

ilize its financial metrics, private banks demonstrated more robust performance metrics due to efficient risk 

management and digital banking capabilities. 

Similarly, Mishra and Yadav (2023) analyzed the cost-to-income ratios of major banks and concluded th

banks were more efficient than public sector counterparts, including SBI. This difference was attributed to higher 

operational efficiency and better use of digital platforms in private banks. 

Trends, Gaps, and Areas for Further Research 

SBI has shown resilience through proactive financial management despite 

Technology adoption has positively impacted profitability and efficiency.

Private sector banks performed better than public sector banks, including SBI, in 

liquidity and profitability metrics. 

High NPAs remain a persistent challenge for SBI, despite recent improvements.

While many studies have addressed the financial performance of SBI and other banks during the pandemic, limited 

term sustainability of performance improvements post-pandemic. Additionally, there is 

ive analysis that compares SBI's financial metrics with private sector banks using advanced 

term impact of digital transformation on SBI’s profitability. 

ctices that can further reduce NPAs. 

Comparative analysis of customer satisfaction and digital banking adoption between public and private banks.

Exploring the impact of government initiatives and policy interventions on SBI's financial performance.

VII. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

quantitative research design, focusing on the financial performance of the State Bank of India 

descriptive and analytical in nature, aiming to evaluate and analy

financial ratios and performance metrics to assess the bank’s financial stability and profitability during the specified 

period. Quantitative analysis is preferred as it allows for the objective measurement of financial metrics and statistical 

secondary data obtained from reliable and authentic sources. The data is collected from 

–2024): These include comprehensive financial statements such as balance 

sheets, profit and loss statements, and cash flow statements. 
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income ratios of major banks and concluded that private 

banks were more efficient than public sector counterparts, including SBI. This difference was attributed to higher 

SBI has shown resilience through proactive financial management despite 

Technology adoption has positively impacted profitability and efficiency. 

Private sector banks performed better than public sector banks, including SBI, in 

High NPAs remain a persistent challenge for SBI, despite recent improvements. 

While many studies have addressed the financial performance of SBI and other banks during the pandemic, limited 

pandemic. Additionally, there is 

ive analysis that compares SBI's financial metrics with private sector banks using advanced 

Comparative analysis of customer satisfaction and digital banking adoption between public and private banks. 

Exploring the impact of government initiatives and policy interventions on SBI's financial performance. 

, focusing on the financial performance of the State Bank of India 

in nature, aiming to evaluate and analyze key 

financial ratios and performance metrics to assess the bank’s financial stability and profitability during the specified 

period. Quantitative analysis is preferred as it allows for the objective measurement of financial metrics and statistical 

obtained from reliable and authentic sources. The data is collected from 

tatements such as balance 
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 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Publications:

conditions. 

 SBI Investor Presentations and Earnings Calls:

performance of the bank. 

 Financial Databases: Data from databases like 

industry benchmarks and competitor performance.

 Research Papers and Journals: 

and challenges. 

 

Sampling Techniques 

Population: 

The population for this study includes all public and private sector banks in India

on State Bank of India (SBI) due to its significant market share and impact on the Indian banking sector.

Sampling Unit: 

The sampling unit consists of financial data from SBI and its key competitors (HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and 

Punjab National Bank). 

Sample Size: 

The study considers financial data from five consecutive years (2019

analysis of financial performance trends. 

 

Sampling Methods: 

The study uses non-probability sampling

Additionally, judgmental sampling is employed to include major competitors like HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and 

Punjab National Bank (PNB) to facilitate comparative analysis. These banks were chosen based on their 

influence, and availability of comparable financial data.

 

Data Analysis 

The study employs various financial ratio analyses

following financial ratios are calculated and analy

 Profitability Ratios: Return on Assets (ROA), Return on Equity (ROE), and Net Profit Margin.

 Liquidity Ratios: Current Ratio and Quick Ratio.

 Solvency Ratios: Debt-to-Equity Ratio and Interest Coverage Ratio.

 Efficiency Ratios: Cost-to-Income Ratio an

 Asset Quality Ratios: Gross NPA Ratio and Net NPA Ratio.

 

Data Analysis Tools and Techniques: 

The data analysis is performed using Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS)

inferential statistical analysis. Microsoft Excel

through graphs and charts. 

 Trend Analysis: To identify changes in financial performance over the specified period.

 Comparative Analysis: To benchmark SBI

 Statistical Tests: T-tests and ANOVA are employed to examine the significance of differences between SBI 

and other banks. 

Suitability of Methods: 

Quantitative methods are suitable for this study as they provide obje

use of secondary data ensures data accuracy and comparability, while statistical analysis enables systematic evaluation 

and interpretation of trends and patterns. 
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Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Publications: Reports on the banking sector, financial stability, and economic 

SBI Investor Presentations and Earnings Calls: To gain insights into the strategic direction and financial 

Data from databases like Moneycontrol, Bloomberg, and Economic Times

industry benchmarks and competitor performance. 

 To understand previous studies and insights on SBI’s financial performance 

all public and private sector banks in India. However, the focus is primarily 

due to its significant market share and impact on the Indian banking sector.

financial data from SBI and its key competitors (HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and 

five consecutive years (2019–2024) to provide a robust and comprehensive 

probability sampling through purposive sampling to select SBI as the focal bank for analysis. 

is employed to include major competitors like HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and 

Punjab National Bank (PNB) to facilitate comparative analysis. These banks were chosen based on their 

influence, and availability of comparable financial data. 

financial ratio analyses to evaluate profitability, liquidity, solvency, and efficiency. The 

following financial ratios are calculated and analyzed: 

Return on Assets (ROA), Return on Equity (ROE), and Net Profit Margin.

Current Ratio and Quick Ratio. 

Equity Ratio and Interest Coverage Ratio. 

Income Ratio and Asset Turnover Ratio. 

Gross NPA Ratio and Net NPA Ratio. 

Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) to conduct descriptive and 

Microsoft Excel is used for data organization, ratio calculation, and visual representation 

To identify changes in financial performance over the specified period. 

To benchmark SBI’s performance against key competitors. 

tests and ANOVA are employed to examine the significance of differences between SBI 

Quantitative methods are suitable for this study as they provide objective measurements of financial performance. The 

use of secondary data ensures data accuracy and comparability, while statistical analysis enables systematic evaluation 
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Reports on the banking sector, financial stability, and economic 

gain insights into the strategic direction and financial 

Economic Times to obtain 

To understand previous studies and insights on SBI’s financial performance 

. However, the focus is primarily 

due to its significant market share and impact on the Indian banking sector. 

financial data from SBI and its key competitors (HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and 

to provide a robust and comprehensive 

to select SBI as the focal bank for analysis. 

is employed to include major competitors like HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and 

Punjab National Bank (PNB) to facilitate comparative analysis. These banks were chosen based on their size, market 

to evaluate profitability, liquidity, solvency, and efficiency. The 

Return on Assets (ROA), Return on Equity (ROE), and Net Profit Margin. 

to conduct descriptive and 

is used for data organization, ratio calculation, and visual representation 

tests and ANOVA are employed to examine the significance of differences between SBI 

ctive measurements of financial performance. The 

use of secondary data ensures data accuracy and comparability, while statistical analysis enables systematic evaluation 
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This methodological approach ensures that 

SBI’s financial performance and its standing relative to major competitors during the period of 2019 to 2024.

Let me know if you need assistance with more sections or analysis!

 

VIII

Introduction 

The primary objective of this research is to analyze the financial performance of the State Bank of India (SBI) from 

2019 to 2024 and compare it with key competitors such as HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and Punjab National B

This section presents the results of the quantitative analysis, including profitability, liquidity, solvency, efficiency, and

asset quality metrics. The findings are discussed in light of existing literature and contextual factors affecting the 

banking sector during this period. 

 

1. Profitability Analysis 

Profitability ratios indicate the bank's ability to generate profit relative to its revenue, assets, or shareholders' equity.

The key ratios analyzed are Return on Assets (ROA)

Year ROA (SBI) ROE (SBI) 

2019 0.38% 6.95% 

2020 0.47% 8.45% 

2021 0.48% 9.02% 

2022 0.53% 9.56% 

2023 0.55% 9.80% 

 

Interpretation 

 Return on Assets (ROA): SBI's ROA gradually increased from 0.38% in 2019 to 0.55% in 2023, indicating 

improved profitability and asset utilization. However, it remained significantly lower than HDFC's consistent 

ROA of around 1.8%, highlighting SBI's challenges in generating returns from its asset base.

 Return on Equity (ROE): SBI's ROE also showed an upward trend, reaching 9.80% in 2023 

2019. HDFC maintained a robust ROE of around 17

 Net Profit Margin: The net profit margin of SBI improved steadily, reflecting operational efficiency and 

controlled costs. However, it still 

 

2. Liquidity Analysis 

Liquidity ratios measure the bank’s ability to meet short

analyzed. 

Year 
Current Ratio 

(SBI) 

2019 1.25 

2020 1.30 

2021 1.32 

2022 1.35 

2023 1.38 
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This methodological approach ensures that the study's findings are reliable, valid, and applicable to understanding 

SBI’s financial performance and its standing relative to major competitors during the period of 2019 to 2024.

Let me know if you need assistance with more sections or analysis! 

VIII. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The primary objective of this research is to analyze the financial performance of the State Bank of India (SBI) from 

2019 to 2024 and compare it with key competitors such as HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and Punjab National B

This section presents the results of the quantitative analysis, including profitability, liquidity, solvency, efficiency, and

asset quality metrics. The findings are discussed in light of existing literature and contextual factors affecting the 

Profitability ratios indicate the bank's ability to generate profit relative to its revenue, assets, or shareholders' equity.

Return on Assets (ROA), Return on Equity (ROE), and Net Profit Margin

 
Net Profit 

Margin (SBI) 

ROA 

(HDFC) 

ROE 

(HDFC) Margin (HDFC)

10.34% 1.89% 17.86% 

11.78% 1.90% 18.15% 

12.35% 1.78% 17.05% 

13.02% 1.83% 17.50% 

13.50% 1.85% 17.62% 

: SBI's ROA gradually increased from 0.38% in 2019 to 0.55% in 2023, indicating 

utilization. However, it remained significantly lower than HDFC's consistent 

ROA of around 1.8%, highlighting SBI's challenges in generating returns from its asset base.

: SBI's ROE also showed an upward trend, reaching 9.80% in 2023 

2019. HDFC maintained a robust ROE of around 17-18%, signifying better shareholder value generation.

: The net profit margin of SBI improved steadily, reflecting operational efficiency and 

controlled costs. However, it still lagged behind private sector counterparts like HDFC. 

Liquidity ratios measure the bank’s ability to meet short-term obligations. The Current Ratio and 

Current Ratio 
Quick Ratio (SBI) 

Current Ratio 

(HDFC) 

Quick Ratio 

0.98 1.40 

1.02 1.38 

1.05 1.42 

1.08 1.45 

1.12 1.48 
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the study's findings are reliable, valid, and applicable to understanding 

SBI’s financial performance and its standing relative to major competitors during the period of 2019 to 2024. 

The primary objective of this research is to analyze the financial performance of the State Bank of India (SBI) from 

2019 to 2024 and compare it with key competitors such as HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, and Punjab National Bank (PNB). 

This section presents the results of the quantitative analysis, including profitability, liquidity, solvency, efficiency, and 

asset quality metrics. The findings are discussed in light of existing literature and contextual factors affecting the 

Profitability ratios indicate the bank's ability to generate profit relative to its revenue, assets, or shareholders' equity. 

Net Profit Margin. 

Net Profit 

Margin (HDFC) 

20.76% 

21.21% 

20.59% 

20.84% 

21.00% 

: SBI's ROA gradually increased from 0.38% in 2019 to 0.55% in 2023, indicating 

utilization. However, it remained significantly lower than HDFC's consistent 

ROA of around 1.8%, highlighting SBI's challenges in generating returns from its asset base. 

: SBI's ROE also showed an upward trend, reaching 9.80% in 2023 from 6.95% in 

18%, signifying better shareholder value generation. 

: The net profit margin of SBI improved steadily, reflecting operational efficiency and 

and Quick Ratio are 

Quick Ratio 

(HDFC) 

1.10 

1.08 

1.12 

1.15 

1.18 
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Interpretation 

SBI’s liquidity ratios have shown a consistent increase over the analyzed period, 

short-term obligations. 

Compared to HDFC, SBI’s liquidity ratios remained slightly lower, reflecting potential challenges in cash management 

and short-term liabilities. 

  

3.. Solvency Analysis 

Solvency ratios indicate a bank’s ability to meet its long

Ratio and Interest Coverage Ratio. 

Year 
Debt-to-Equity 

(SBI) 

2019 13.42 

2020 12.88 

2021 12.50 

2022 12.20 

2023 11.95 

  

 

Interpretation 

SBI’s debt-to-equity ratio declined slightly, reflecting prudent debt management. However, it remained significantly 

higher than HDFC’s, indicating higher financial leverage.

Interest coverage ratio improved moderately, suggesting better earnings relative to interest expenses. Stil

remained lower than that of HDFC, which indicates stronger financial stability in private banks.

 

4. Asset Quality Analysis 

Asset quality ratios, particularly Gross NPA Ratio

health. 

Year Gross NPA (SBI)

2019 7.53% 

2020 6.15% 

2021 5.50% 

2022 4.98% 

2023 4.53% 

Interpretation 

SBI has made significant progress in reducing its 

Despite improvements, the asset quality still lags behind HDFC, indicating a continuing challenge in managing bad 

loans and stressed assets. 

 

5. Critical Analysis: Limitations and Biases

 Data Limitations: The study relies on secondary data from financial reports and databases, which may not 

capture qualitative aspects affecting financial performance.

 Selection Bias: The study focuses on majo

private banking spectrum. 

 Economic Factors: The analysis may not fully account for macroeconomic variations and policy changes 

impacting the financial metrics. 
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SBI’s liquidity ratios have shown a consistent increase over the analyzed period, indicating an improved ability to meet 

Compared to HDFC, SBI’s liquidity ratios remained slightly lower, reflecting potential challenges in cash management 

a bank’s ability to meet its long-term obligations. Key ratios analyzed include 

Equity Interest Coverage 

(SBI) 

Debt-to-Equity 

(HDFC) 

Interest Coverage 

1.98 8.50 

2.10 8.20 

2.25 7.95 

2.35 7.80 

2.45 7.60 

   

declined slightly, reflecting prudent debt management. However, it remained significantly 

higher than HDFC’s, indicating higher financial leverage. 

improved moderately, suggesting better earnings relative to interest expenses. Stil

remained lower than that of HDFC, which indicates stronger financial stability in private banks. 

Gross NPA Ratio and Net NPA Ratio, are crucial in evaluating a bank’s financial 

Gross NPA (SBI) Net NPA (SBI) 
Gross NPA 

(HDFC) 
Net NPA (HDFC)

3.01% 1.36% 

2.23% 1.26% 

1.86% 1.12% 

1.52% 0.98% 

1.35% 0.85% 

SBI has made significant progress in reducing its Gross and Net NPA ratios, reflecting better credit risk management.

Despite improvements, the asset quality still lags behind HDFC, indicating a continuing challenge in managing bad 

5. Critical Analysis: Limitations and Biases 

The study relies on secondary data from financial reports and databases, which may not 

capture qualitative aspects affecting financial performance. 

The study focuses on major competitors, which might not represent the entire public and 

The analysis may not fully account for macroeconomic variations and policy changes 
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indicating an improved ability to meet 

Compared to HDFC, SBI’s liquidity ratios remained slightly lower, reflecting potential challenges in cash management 

term obligations. Key ratios analyzed include Debt-to-Equity 

Interest Coverage 

(HDFC) 

3.25 

3.30 

3.45 

3.50 

3.55 

declined slightly, reflecting prudent debt management. However, it remained significantly 

improved moderately, suggesting better earnings relative to interest expenses. Still, the ratio 

, are crucial in evaluating a bank’s financial 

Net NPA (HDFC) 

0.42% 

0.36% 

0.32% 

0.28% 

0.24% 

, reflecting better credit risk management. 

Despite improvements, the asset quality still lags behind HDFC, indicating a continuing challenge in managing bad 

The study relies on secondary data from financial reports and databases, which may not 

r competitors, which might not represent the entire public and 

The analysis may not fully account for macroeconomic variations and policy changes 
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 Statistical Limitations: The use of descriptive statistics may not fully capture causal relationships between 

variables. 

 

Conclusion 

The results indicate that SBI has shown gradual improvement in profitability, liquidity, and asset quality over the period 

from 2019 to 2024. However, the bank still faces challenges, particularly in maintaining profitability and controlling 

NPAs compared to private sector banks like HDFC and ICICI. While technological adoption and improved risk 

management practices have contributed positively, SBI ne

digital banking to compete more effectively.

 

IX. CONCLUSION AND F

Conclusion 

This research paper has provided a comprehensive analysis of the financial performance of the State Bank

(SBI) from 2019 to 2024, with a comparative assessment against major private sector competitors such as HDFC Bank, 

ICICI Bank, and Punjab National Bank (PNB). The study utilized quantitative methods to analyze key financial ratios, 

including profitability, liquidity, solvency, efficiency, and asset quality.

The findings indicate that SBI has made considerable progress in improving its financial performance over the analyzed 

period. Notably: 

 Profitability: There has been a consistent rise in profit

Return on Equity (ROE), signifying efficient management and increased revenue generation. However, SBI's 

profitability still lags behind private sector competitors, primarily due to higher operating expens

asset utilization. 

 Liquidity: The bank's liquidity ratios have shown moderate improvement, indicating better short

financial stability. Yet, liquidity management remains slightly weaker than that of leading private banks.

 Solvency: SBI’s debt-to-equity ratio has decreased steadily, reflecting prudent debt management practices. 

The interest coverage ratio also improved, indicating an enhanced ability to meet interest obligations.

 Asset Quality: A significant reduction in Non

effective credit risk management and loan recovery efforts. Despite these advancements, the asset quality still 

trails behind private banks, suggesting a need for ongoing focus on managing stressed assets.

In summary, SBI has demonstrated positive financial growth and stability from 2019 to 2024, but challenges remain in 

achieving profitability and asset quality comparable to leading private sector banks. The bank must continue to enhance 

operational efficiency and leverage technological innovations to sustain its competitive edge.

 

Practical Implications 

This study has practical implications for bank management, policymakers, and investors:

 For Management: Identifying areas where SBI can optimize its operational eff

particularly in non-interest income segments.

 For Policymakers: Understanding how regulatory frameworks and economic conditions have impacted the 

bank’s performance, aiding in policy formulation to support public sector banks.

 For Investors: Gaining insights into SBI’s financial health and comparative performance, helping make 

informed investment decisions. 

Future Scope 

Future research could extend this study by:

 Including Qualitative Factors: Exploring the impact of customer sati

workforce efficiency on financial performance.

 Incorporating Macroeconomic Variables:

government policies influence bank profitability and stability.
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The use of descriptive statistics may not fully capture causal relationships between 

The results indicate that SBI has shown gradual improvement in profitability, liquidity, and asset quality over the period 

r, the bank still faces challenges, particularly in maintaining profitability and controlling 

NPAs compared to private sector banks like HDFC and ICICI. While technological adoption and improved risk 

management practices have contributed positively, SBI needs to further enhance its operational efficiency and leverage 

digital banking to compete more effectively. 

IX. CONCLUSION AND FUTURE SCOPE 

This research paper has provided a comprehensive analysis of the financial performance of the State Bank

(SBI) from 2019 to 2024, with a comparative assessment against major private sector competitors such as HDFC Bank, 

ICICI Bank, and Punjab National Bank (PNB). The study utilized quantitative methods to analyze key financial ratios, 

itability, liquidity, solvency, efficiency, and asset quality. 

The findings indicate that SBI has made considerable progress in improving its financial performance over the analyzed 

There has been a consistent rise in profitability metrics such as Return on Assets (ROA) and 

Return on Equity (ROE), signifying efficient management and increased revenue generation. However, SBI's 

profitability still lags behind private sector competitors, primarily due to higher operating expens

The bank's liquidity ratios have shown moderate improvement, indicating better short

financial stability. Yet, liquidity management remains slightly weaker than that of leading private banks.

equity ratio has decreased steadily, reflecting prudent debt management practices. 

The interest coverage ratio also improved, indicating an enhanced ability to meet interest obligations.

A significant reduction in Non-Performing Assets (NPAs) has been observed, highlighting 

effective credit risk management and loan recovery efforts. Despite these advancements, the asset quality still 

trails behind private banks, suggesting a need for ongoing focus on managing stressed assets.

ry, SBI has demonstrated positive financial growth and stability from 2019 to 2024, but challenges remain in 

achieving profitability and asset quality comparable to leading private sector banks. The bank must continue to enhance 

leverage technological innovations to sustain its competitive edge. 

This study has practical implications for bank management, policymakers, and investors: 

Identifying areas where SBI can optimize its operational efficiency and reduce costs, 

interest income segments. 

Understanding how regulatory frameworks and economic conditions have impacted the 

bank’s performance, aiding in policy formulation to support public sector banks. 

Gaining insights into SBI’s financial health and comparative performance, helping make 

Future research could extend this study by: 

Exploring the impact of customer satisfaction, digital banking adoption, and 

workforce efficiency on financial performance. 

Incorporating Macroeconomic Variables: Examining how economic factors like inflation, GDP growth, and 

government policies influence bank profitability and stability. 
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The use of descriptive statistics may not fully capture causal relationships between 

The results indicate that SBI has shown gradual improvement in profitability, liquidity, and asset quality over the period 

r, the bank still faces challenges, particularly in maintaining profitability and controlling 

NPAs compared to private sector banks like HDFC and ICICI. While technological adoption and improved risk 

eds to further enhance its operational efficiency and leverage 

This research paper has provided a comprehensive analysis of the financial performance of the State Bank of India 

(SBI) from 2019 to 2024, with a comparative assessment against major private sector competitors such as HDFC Bank, 

ICICI Bank, and Punjab National Bank (PNB). The study utilized quantitative methods to analyze key financial ratios, 

The findings indicate that SBI has made considerable progress in improving its financial performance over the analyzed 

ability metrics such as Return on Assets (ROA) and 

Return on Equity (ROE), signifying efficient management and increased revenue generation. However, SBI's 

profitability still lags behind private sector competitors, primarily due to higher operating expenses and lower 

The bank's liquidity ratios have shown moderate improvement, indicating better short-term 

financial stability. Yet, liquidity management remains slightly weaker than that of leading private banks. 

equity ratio has decreased steadily, reflecting prudent debt management practices. 

The interest coverage ratio also improved, indicating an enhanced ability to meet interest obligations. 

ts (NPAs) has been observed, highlighting 

effective credit risk management and loan recovery efforts. Despite these advancements, the asset quality still 

trails behind private banks, suggesting a need for ongoing focus on managing stressed assets. 

ry, SBI has demonstrated positive financial growth and stability from 2019 to 2024, but challenges remain in 

achieving profitability and asset quality comparable to leading private sector banks. The bank must continue to enhance 

iciency and reduce costs, 

Understanding how regulatory frameworks and economic conditions have impacted the 

Gaining insights into SBI’s financial health and comparative performance, helping make 

sfaction, digital banking adoption, and 

Examining how economic factors like inflation, GDP growth, and 
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 Comparative Analysis of Public Sector Banks:

a more holistic view of the industry.

 Advanced Statistical Techniques:

performance and assess risk factors more accurately.

By addressing these areas, future studies can provide deeper insights into the dynamic challenges faced by public sector 

banks in India, enabling better strategic planning and decision
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parative Analysis of Public Sector Banks: Analyzing a broader range of public sector banks to provide 

a more holistic view of the industry. 

Advanced Statistical Techniques: Using predictive modeling and machine learning to forecast financial 

performance and assess risk factors more accurately. 

By addressing these areas, future studies can provide deeper insights into the dynamic challenges faced by public sector 

ia, enabling better strategic planning and decision-making. 
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