( IJARSCT

xx International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology [
IJARSCT International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal \

The Power of the People’s Voice: Understanding
the Influence of Folk Media and Folk Culture in
Contemporary Society in West Bengal

Anik Das
Ph.D. Research Scholar, Dept. of Folklore
Kalyani University, Kalyani, West Bengal, India

Abstract: Folk media and folk culture have long served as the lifeblood of community expression and
social cohesion in West Bengal. Rooted in tradition, they offer a powerful platform for communication,
education, and the preservation of cultural identity. This paper explores the evolving role of folk media in
contemporary society, focusing on its impact on cultural preservation, social awareness, and community
development. Through an analysis of various forms of folk media — including songs, theater, storytelling,
and visual arts — this study highlights how these traditional forms continue to thrive and adapt in the face
of modern media influences. The research draws from both primary and secondary sources to provide an
in-depth understanding of the relevance of folk culture in present-day West Bengal.

Keywords: Folk Media, Folk Culture, West Bengal, Cultural Preservation, Community Development,
Traditional Arts

L. INTRODUCTION

Folk media and folk culture have been an integral part of the social and cultural landscape of West Bengal. These
traditional forms of communication reflect the voice of the people, their beliefs, practices, and collective wisdom.
Unlike mainstream media, folk media are rooted in local traditions and languages, often taking the form of music,
dance, drama, storytelling, and visual art. This paper seeks to understand the continued importance of folk media in
contemporary society, analyzing how it preserves cultural heritage while fostering social change and community
involvement.

The study also examines the adaptability of folk media in the digital age and how it continues to maintain relevance
despite the rapid expansion of globalized communication channels. By exploring case studies from different regions of
West Bengal, this paper sheds light on the role of folk culture in shaping social discourse and influencing public
awareness.

II. REVIEW OF LITERATURE
Dutta, A. (2008). Folk Media as a Tool for Social Change in West Bengal: This study explores how traditional folk
media forms like Jatra, Patachitra, and Baul music have been employed to address social issues and mobilize
communities. It emphasizes the participatory nature of folk media and its potential in creating awareness.
Bhattacharya, S. (2012). The Cultural Identity of West Bengal Through Folk Performances: This paper examines the
role of folk performances in preserving and asserting the cultural identity of West Bengal. It discusses how these
performances reflect local customs, beliefs, and social dynamics.
Chowdhury, P. (2015). Impact of Folk Music on Contemporary Social Movements: Analyzing the involvement of Baul
and Bhatiyali music in contemporary protests and social movements, this study underscores the power of folk songs in
voicing collective concerns and aspirations.
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Roy, M. (2017). The Evolution of Patachitra: From Traditional Art to Modern Communication: This research traces the
transformation of Patachitra from a ritualistic art form to a medium of contemporary storytelling and social
commentary.

Sen, R. (2018). Folk Theatre and Political Discourse in Rural Bengal: This study highlights the intersection of folk
theatre and political engagement, showing how forms like Jatra and Gambhira have been used to critique and challenge
political structures.

Das, T. (2019). The Role of Folk Media in Education and Awareness: Focusing on health and literacy campaigns, this
paper illustrates how folk media has been adapted to convey educational messages effectively in rural West Bengal.
Mukherjee, K. (2020). Revival and Modern Adaptations of Folk Culture: This research investigates efforts to revive
fading folk traditions and the ways in which contemporary artists are adapting folk elements for modern audiences.
Ghosh, A. (2021). Folk Storytelling as a Medium of Resistance: Examining the use of folk narratives and oral
traditions, this paper demonstrates their role in resisting cultural homogenization and preserving indigenous voices.
Chatterjee, L. (2022). Digitalization of Folk Media: Opportunities and Challenges: This study explores the impact of
digital platforms on traditional folk media, analyzing both the opportunities for wider reach and the threats of cultural
dilution.

Sarkar, D. (2023). Folk Festivals as Spaces for Cultural Dialogue: Focusing on major folk festivals in West Bengal, this
paper argues that these events serve as important venues for cultural exchange and the reinforcement of community ties.

II1. OBJECTIVES
e To analyze the role of folk media in preserving cultural identity in West Bengal
e To assess the impact of folk culture on social awareness and community development
e To examine the adaptability of folk media in the context of digitalization and globalization
e To explore the challenges faced by traditional folk artists in contemporary society

IV. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Analyse The Role Of Folk Media In Preserving Cultural Identity In West Bengal

Folk media plays a crucial role in preserving and promoting the cultural identity of West Bengal, a state rich in tradition
and heritage. Rooted in the everyday lives of local communities, folk media encompasses various forms of art,
performance, and storytelling that reflect the socio-cultural fabric of the region. It includes Baul songs, Jatra (folk
theatre), Patachitra (scroll painting), Chhau dance, and Gambhira performances, among others. These art forms carry
forward the collective memory, myths, history, and values of the people, fostering a sense of belonging and cultural
continuity. One of the key strengths of folk media is its ability to adapt and evolve while retaining its traditional
essence. Baul songs, for instance, convey spiritual and philosophical messages through simple yet profound lyrics,
often addressing themes of humanity and universal love. Jatra, a form of folk theatre, uses dramatization to discuss
social issues, historical events, and moral lessons, making it an effective tool for community engagement and education.
Folk media also serves as a platform for local artists to showcase their creativity and connect with audiences,
strengthening cultural bonds. In the face of globalization and digitalization, folk media helps counter cultural
homogenization by preserving indigenous languages, art forms, and practices. Despite its significance, folk media in
West Bengal faces challenges such as declining patronage, lack of institutional support, and competition from modern
entertainment forms. To safeguard this cultural heritage, efforts must be made to document, promote, and integrate folk
media into educational and cultural initiatives, ensuring its survival and continued relevance for future generations.

The Impact of Folk Culture on Social Awareness and Community Development in Rural West Bengal
Folk culture in rural West Bengal is a vibrant reflection of the region's traditions, beliefs, and collective experiences.
Through music, dance, art, and storytelling, folk culture serves not only as a means of entertainment but also as a
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Folk Culture as a Medium for Social Awareness

Traditional art forms like Baul songs, Jatra performances, and Chhau dance often carry messages of social significance.
These performances address issues like gender equality, environmental sustainability, and community harmony. By
weaving moral stories and societal issues into their narratives, folk artists educate and inspire the rural population,
fostering a sense of collective responsibility and awareness.

For instance, Baul songs emphasize spiritual equality and humanism, breaking down barriers of caste and religion.
Jatra, a form of folk theater, frequently stages contemporary social issues, sparking discussions and reflections among
audiences. These cultural practices play a crucial role in raising awareness about social justice, health, and education.

Role of Folk Culture in Community Development

Folk culture also acts as an engine for economic development and community cohesion. Cultural festivals and fairs,
showcasing traditional crafts, music, and dance, attract tourism and create employment opportunities for local artisans
and performers. Initiatives like the Rural Craft and Cultural Hubs (RCCH), supported by the Government of West
Bengal and UNESCO, have professionalized traditional skills and turned them into sustainable livelihoods.

Moreover, folk culture strengthens community bonds by fostering collective participation in cultural events. Rituals,
dances, and festivals encourage collaboration and mutual respect, contributing to social solidarity and cooperative
development.

Figure 1: A farmer wearing a traditional Chhau mask depicting Mahisha from the Hindu mythology “Mahishasura
Mardini” in a sunflower field in Sangrampur, West Bengal.
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The Chhau mask of Mahisha represents the mythological demon Mahishasura, symbolizing arrogance and chaos, while
the sunflower field signifies life, hope, and prosperity. The fusion of this fierce cultural expression with the peaceful
rural landscape reflects the balance between struggle and harmony, tradition and livelihood. It’s a powerful metaphor
for the resilience of farmers and their deep connection to both nature and cultural heritage.

This image captures the essence of rural West Bengal’s cultural identity, blending agriculture with the region's rich folk
traditions. The use of the Chhau mask symbolizes the deep cultural narratives that shape social awareness and reflect
the region’s artistic heritage.

The folk culture of rural West Bengal is more than just a repository of tradition; it is a catalyst for social awareness and
community development. Through performances and art, these cultural expressions educate, empower, and unite
communities, ensuring both the preservation of heritage and the advancement of social and economic well-being.

Examine The Adaptability Of Folk Media In The Context Of Digitalization And Globalization

The adaptability of folk media in the context of digitalization and globalization reflects a dynamic interplay between
tradition and modernity. Folk media, encompassing traditional performance arts, storytelling, songs, masks, and visual
art, have historically been rooted in local cultures and oral traditions. As digital technology and global
interconnectedness reshape communication and cultural exchange, folk media face both opportunities and challenges in
preserving their authenticity while reaching broader audiences.

Digitalization has provided folk media with unprecedented visibility and accessibility. Social media platforms like
YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok allow folk performers to showcase their art to global audiences, ensuring the
preservation and dissemination of cultural heritage. Digital archives and streaming services document traditional
practices that might otherwise be lost, creating repositories for future generations. For example, Chhau dance
performances from West Bengal, once limited to regional festivals, now garner international attention through online
videos. This visibility fosters cultural appreciation and helps sustain the livelihoods of traditional artists.

However, the global reach of digital media also brings the risk of commercialization and cultural dilution. Folk
traditions adapted for international audiences may undergo simplification or modification to cater to external tastes,
sometimes sacrificing authenticity. Moreover, the widespread consumption of folk media in digital form can shift the
context of these practices from their original communal and ritualistic settings to more commodified and entertainment-
driven spaces.

Globalization encourages cultural exchange, influencing folk media to integrate modern elements and contemporary
themes. This fusion often revitalizes traditional forms, making them relevant to present-day audiences. For instance,
folk songs addressing environmental concerns or social justice reflect this adaptability, using traditional melodies to
convey urgent modern messages. Collaborations between folk artists and contemporary musicians also exemplify this
creative evolution.

Despite these changes, the resilience of folk media lies in their ability to innovate while retaining cultural essence.
Digitalization offers tools for experimentation, enabling interactive storytelling, virtual performances, and cross-cultural
collaborations. These advancements help folk media remain a vital part of cultural dialogue, bridging the past and
present.

In conclusion, the adaptability of folk media in the digital and global era underscores their evolving nature. By
embracing new technologies and global networks, folk traditions maintain their relevance and vitality, even as they
navigate the challenges of preserving authenticity. This balance between innovation and tradition ensures that folk
media continue to serve as both cultural touchstones and evolving expressions of collective identity.

Explore The Challenges Faced By Traditional Folk Artists In Contemporary Society

Traditional folk artists play a vital role in preserving the cultural heritage of societies across the world. Through their
art, they convey stories, beliefs, and values passed down through generations, offering a unique glimpse into the history
and traditions of their communities. Despite their signifieance, traditional folk artists face numerous challenges in
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contemporary society, where modernization, globalization, and technological advancement often overshadow their
craft. This essay explores the difficulties faced by these artists, including economic hardships, lack of recognition,
cultural dilution, competition with mass media, and limited opportunities for transmission of knowledge. One of the
primary challenges faced by traditional folk artists is economic instability. Many folk art forms are not commercially
viable in a rapidly changing market driven by consumerism and mass production. The demand for handmade,
traditional crafts and performances has declined, replaced by factory-made, cheaper alternatives and digital
entertainment. As a result, folk artists often struggle to make a sustainable income from their work, leading many to
abandon their craft in search of more stable livelihoods. This economic pressure threatens the survival of many
traditional art forms.

Another significant issue is the lack of recognition and appreciation for folk art in contemporary society. As modern
lifestyles evolve, there is a growing disconnect from traditional practices and cultural expressions. Folk artists often
find themselves marginalized, with their work considered outdated or irrelevant. In many cases, mainstream cultural
institutions prioritize popular and globalized art forms, leaving little space for indigenous and folk traditions. This lack
of visibility and respect further discourages artists from continuing their craft.

Cultural dilution poses a serious threat to the authenticity of folk art. As societies become more interconnected through
globalization, traditional art forms often undergo modifications to appeal to broader audiences. In the process, original
techniques, stories, and meanings may be lost or altered. Folk artists sometimes feel compelled to adapt their work to
contemporary tastes, sacrificing the essence of their cultural heritage for commercial success. This tension between
authenticity and modern appeal can compromise the integrity of traditional art forms.

The rise of mass media and digital entertainment has also intensified the challenges faced by traditional folk artists.
With the proliferation of television, cinema, and social media, audiences are increasingly drawn to easily accessible and
visually appealing content. Folk performances, which require patience and an appreciation for cultural depth, often
struggle to compete with the instant gratification offered by digital platforms. This shift in entertainment preferences
reduces the audience base for traditional art forms, making it difficult for folk artists to sustain their practices.
Moreover, the transmission of traditional knowledge and skills faces significant obstacles. Many folk art forms are
passed down orally or through apprenticeships, requiring dedicated time and close mentorship. However, younger
generations often show limited interest in learning these crafts, influenced by the allure of modern education and career
opportunities. As a result, the chain of knowledge transfer is broken, and valuable artistic traditions face the risk of
extinction.

Despite these challenges, there are opportunities to support and revitalize traditional folk art in contemporary society.
Governments and cultural organizations can play a crucial role by providing financial support, promoting folk art
through festivals and exhibitions, and incorporating traditional arts into educational curricula. Digital platforms, while
posing competition, can also be harnessed to showcase folk art to a global audience, creating new opportunities for
appreciation and engagement. Collaboration between traditional artists and modern creators can foster innovative
expressions while preserving cultural authenticity.

In traditional folk artists face a complex array of challenges in contemporary society, including economic difficulties,
cultural dilution, lack of recognition, and limited avenues for knowledge transmission. However, with concerted efforts
to promote and preserve these art forms, it is possible to ensure their survival and continued relevance. By valuing and
supporting folk artists, societies can maintain their cultural diversity and pass on rich artistic legacies to future
generations.

V. CONCLUSION
The study reveals that folk media continue to play a vital role in cultural preservation and social education in West
Bengal. Through interviews with folk artists and community members, it was observed that traditional forms like Baul
songs and Patachitra storytelling remain popular and influential. These forms not only preserve linguistic and cultural
heritage but also address contemporary social issues in gmanner that resonates with local audiences. Furthermore, the
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integration of folk media with digital platforms has expanded their reach, allowing folk artists to showcase their work
on global stages. However, challenges such as lack of institutional support, commercialization pressures, and the

declining

interest of younger generations pose threats to the sustainability of these traditions. The findings suggest that

collaborative efforts between cultural institutions, government bodies, and local communities are essential to
safeguarding and promoting folk media. Encouraging digital literacy among folk artists and providing financial support
can help sustain these cultural practices for future generations.
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