
IJARSCT  ISSN (Online) 2581-9429 

    

 

       International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology (IJARSCT) 

                               International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

Volume 5, Issue 4, March 2025 

Copyright to IJARSCT DOI: 10.48175/IJARSCT-24027   124 

www.ijarsct.co.in  

Impact Factor: 7.67 

Empowering Non-Native English Speakers in 

India: Language Learning Strategies of 

Communicative Skills (English) Subject 
Prof. Karuna Hiware 

Faculty, Gokhale Education Society Sir Dr. M. S Gosavi Polytechnic, Nashik, Maharashtra, India 

karunahiware97@gmail.com 

 

Abstract: This paper delves into the multifaceted challenges that non-native English speakers in India 

encounter, particularly in the realm of effective communication. As English continues to hold a prominent 

position in education, business, and international interactions, the ability to communicate proficiently in 

English has become indispensable. However, non-native speakers often face obstacles such as 

pronunciation difficulties, limited vocabulary, grammatical inaccuracies, and cultural misunderstandings, 

all of which impede their ability to communicate clearly and confidently.Drawing on my experience as an 

Assistant Professor of English, this paper not only identifies these common issues but also provides targeted 

solutions and teaching strategies. It explores the use of pronunciation training, vocabulary-building 

exercises, grammar drills, and cultural sensitization to address specific language barriers. Additionally, the 

paper emphasizes the importance of creating an immersive learning environment and fostering student 

confidence through personalized learning plans, technology integration, and mentorship programs. By 

implementing these strategies, educators can empower non-native English speakers to overcome their 

communication challenges and achieve greater fluency and proficiency in English, thereby enhancing their 

academic and professional prospects.This detailed exploration aims to contribute to the ongoing discourse 

on English language teaching in multilingual contexts, offering practical insights for educators and 

policymakers committed to improving English language education for non-native speakers in India. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

India, a country with a rich linguistic diversity, has seen English emerge as a crucial medium for communication in 

education, business, and other sectors. However, for non-native English speakers, mastering the language can be a 

significant challenge. As an Assistant Professor of English, I have observed firsthand the struggles students face in 

acquiring English proficiency. This paper examines these challenges and offers strategies to help non-native English 

speakers improve their language skills.The paper also includes the opinion of first year diploma student who gave their 

own perspective regarding the subject Communication skills (English) in their curriculum. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1 B. Kumaravadivelu, Mahwah, New Jersey, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates (2006) et al.  suggested methods 

since no single approach or method is best suited for all teaching contexts. Kumaravadivelu has made a significant 

contribution in this regard in his book on Understanding language teaching: From method to post method by presenting 

personal and professional perspectives of ELT methods. This book is fundamentally intended to portray “the pattern 

that connects the various elements of learning, teaching, and teacher education” in language teaching methodology. 

Understanding Language Teaching: FromMethod to Post method also provides significant contributions to the 

historical development of major language teaching methods pertaining to theoretical principles and classroom 

procedures, with a critical evaluation of each. In short, the author has eloquently articulated his personalized vision of 

language teaching, and successfully examined the profession’s current transition from method to post method language 
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pedagogy by elucidating the relationships among theory, research, and practice. Therefore, this book is a great help for 

language teacher educators, practicing teachers, and graduate students in gaining a solid theoretical understanding of 

postmethod language pedagogy and recognizing the idea that the nature of language pedagogy issocially-realistic and 

contextually-sensitive. 

 

2.2. DAVID CRYSTAL, et al. is one of the world’s foremost authorities on language.He is author of the hugely 

successful Cambridge encyclopedia of language(1987; second edition 1997), Cambridge encyclopedia of the 

Englishlanguage (1995), Language death (2000), Language and the Internet(2001) and Shakespeare’s words (2002, 

with Ben Crystal). An internationally renowned writer, journal editor, lecturer and broadcaster, hereceived an OBE in 

1995for his services to the study and teaching ofthe English language. His edited books include several editions of 

TheCambridge encyclopedia (1990–2000) and related publications, Wordson words (2000, with Hilary Crystal)and The 

new Penguin encyclopedia(2002). 

 

III. CHALLENGES FACED BY NON-NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKERS 

3. 1. Communication Barriers: -One of the primary challenges non-native English speakers faces is the difficulty in 

effective communication. This can be attributed to several factors, including:                                                                  - 

Pronunciation and Accent Issues: - Indian students often struggle with the pronunciation of some Englishsounds, which 

can lead to misunderstandings.                                                                                      

-Vocabulary Limitations: -A limited vocabulary hampers the ability to express complex ideas, leading tofrustration and 

loss of confidence. 

- Grammar and Syntax: - Incorrect use of grammar and syntax can result in unclear communication, further 

exacerbating the language barrier. 

 

3.2 Cultural Differences: -Cultural nuances and idiomatic expressions in English can be confusing for non-native 

speakers. The lack of familiarity with Western cultural references can lead to misinterpretation and ineffective 

communication.      

 

3.3 Anxiety and Lack of Confidence: The fear of making mistakes often causes anxiety among students, which in turn 

affects their fluency. This lack of confidence can lead to reluctance in participating in discussions or presentations. 

 

3. 4 Lack of Exposure to English: -Many students, especially those from rural areas, have limited exposure to English 

outside the classroom. This lack of practice in real-life situations hinders their ability to use the language fluently.  

Family background is also very important for learning English language and those students who doesn’t have educated 

family background they don’t understand the importance of English as well and tried to just pass the subject in their 

academics.  

 

IV. TEACHING TECHNIQUES FOR NON-NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKER 

To address these challenges, educators must adopt strategies that cater to the specific needs of non-native English 

speakers. A teacher should give student a fearless environment about English so that they can build their confidence in 

the language. 

 

4.1 Pronunciation Practice: -Incorporating pronunciation exercises into the curriculum can help students overcome 

accent issues. Techniques such as phonetic training and the use of language labs can be effective. Through the language 

lab’s software student can listen the difficult words and this activity can help them for their proficiency.   

 

4.2 Vocabulary Building: -Encouraging extensive reading and the use of vocabulary journals can help students expand 

their word bank. Regular practice with word games and flashcards can also reinforce learning. But a new learner can 

start with learning those words 1st which they use for their daily life or daily life.it will build their daily vocabulary 

strong and also help students to be more fluent in their daily common communication   
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4.3 Grammar Drills and Practice: Structured grammar lessons followed by regular practice can help students 

internalize rules and apply them correctly in speech and writing. Interactive exercises that simulate real-life scenarios 

can also be beneficial. For practicing grammar the simple technic, a teacher can introduce to students i.e. learn the 

simple sentence making rules on finger tips. 

 
from the above image we can practice the simple sentences of present time and make sentences while practicing them 

on finger tips.   

4.4 Cultural Sensitization: -Teaching cultural context through literature, films, and discussions can help students 

understand idiomatic expressions and cultural references, making communication more effective. 

 

4.5 Confidence Building Activities: -Role-playing, group discussions, and public speaking exercises can help students 

overcome anxiety and build confidence. Positive reinforcement and constructive feedback are essential in this process. 

 

4.6 Immersive Learning Environment: -Creating an immersive English-speaking environment in the classroom 

encourages students to practice the language regularly. Activities like debates, storytelling, and peer teaching can 

simulate real-world communication scenarios. 

 

V.  SOLUTIONS FOR COMMUNICATION PROBLEMS: - 

5.1. Personalized Learning Plans: -Each student has a unique set of strengths and weaknesses. Personalized learning 

plans that focus on individual needs can help address specific communication issues more effectively. 

 

5.2. Use of Technology: -Language learning apps, online courses, and digital resources can supplement traditional 

teaching methods. These tools provide students with additional practice and exposure to the language outside the 

classroom. 

 

5.3. Regular Feedback and Assessment: - Continuous assessment through quizzes, assignments, and oral 

presentations allows for regular feedback. This helps students identify areas of improvement and track their progress. 

 

5.4. Mentorship Programs: -Pairing students with mentors who are proficient in English can provide them with 

additional support and encouragement. Mentors can offer guidance, correct mistakes, and share effective learning 

strategies. 

Also, we can make them to think in English 1st because thinking in English (any story or past incident) can make them 

to think as well as to learn vocabulary and to understand tenses. 

 

VI. CONCLUSION 

Empowering non-native English speakers in India requires a multifaceted approach that addresses the various 

challenges they face in communication. By adopting tailored teaching techniques and providing practical solutions, 

educators can help students overcome these barriers and achieve language proficiency. As an Assistant Professor of 
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English, my goal is to continue refining these strategies to better support my students and contribute to their success in 

mastering the English language. 
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