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Abstract: This research paper explores the role of the TRIPS (Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual
Property Rights) Agreement in conserving India’s handloom and textile industries. Through descriptive
research methods, including surveys and case studies, the study examines how TRIPS helps protect
traditional designs and improve the quality of handloom and textile products. Findings reveal that while
TRIPS offers legal tools for protection, many small artisans face challenges in accessing these benefits due
to lack of awareness and the complexity of the processes involved. The study also confirms that TRIPS
improves product quality but does not entirely prevent unfair competition.

Keywords: TRIPS Agreements, Indian Handlooms, Textiles Conservation, Intellectual Property Rights,
Geographical Indications (Gls), Traditional Designs Protection, Unfair Competition, Small Artisans

I. INTRODUCTION
India’s handloom and textile industry is very old and important to our culture. It shows the beautiful art of weaving that
has been passed down through many generations. However, this industry is facing big problems today because of
globalization and mass production. Many traditional crafts are being copied, which means fewer people are buying the
unique and special products made by our weavers. This is causing weavers to lose money and struggle to keep their art
alive. We need to find ways to protect these crafts so that they can continue to be a part of our culture and help the
weavers earn a fair income.
We know that the TRIPS Agreement, which stands for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights, is a legal
agreement that helps protect the rights of creators around the world. It is meant to prevent others from copying unique
designs and products. However, we do not know how well this agreement is actually helping our weavers in India.
Many weavers might not even know about TRIPS or how to use it to protect their work. This makes us curious about
what is really happening in the handloom and textile industry and whether the protections offered by TRIPS are
reaching the people who need them the most.
The aim of this study is to see how the TRIPS Agreement can help protect India’s handloom and textile industry. We
want to find out if TRIPS is really helping weavers protect their unique designs and improve the quality of their
products. We have two main hypotheses. The first is that TRIPS Agreements are helping to protect the textile and
handloom industry from unfair competition. The second is that TRIPS Agreements are helping to improve the quality of
textile and handloom products. We will check if these statements are true or not through our research.

II. METHODS
We collected data through surveys by asking questions in a Google Form from 50 respondents. We also did some
observations by visiting saree manufacturers like Pearl, Taneria and National Sarees and speaking with both managers
and customers about their experiences with TRIPS Agreements.
We studied 50 people in total. This group included customers who buy textiles and managers who work in the textile
and handloom industry. These individuals helped us understand how TRIPS affects their work and products.
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We measured how TRIPS Agreements help protect the unique designs and quality of Indian textiles. We also looked at
whether these agreements make it easier for weavers to sell their products and if they help prevent copying by other
companies.

For analysis, we used simple methods like pie charts to show the information we gathered. These charts help us
visualize the data and make it easier to understand the impact of TRIPS Agreements on the handloom and textile
industry.

III. RESULTS

The study focused on the TRIPS Agreement and its role in protecting Indian handloom and textile products. The main
objectives included explaining what the TRIPS Agreement is and how it relates to global intellectual property rights,
highlighting the importance of protecting Indian handloom and textile products, examining how TRIPS can safeguard
unique designs and techniques, identifying examples of products that have gained protection, and exploring the
challenges the industry faces in securing these protections.
The findings of the research indicate that the TRIPS Agreement provides legal tools that can help protect traditional
designs and techniques in the handloom and textile sector. However, many small artisans and weavers encounter
significant challenges, such as a lack of awareness about their rights and difficulties in enforcing protections. Many
artisans do not know how to effectively use the TRIPS protections available to them. Additionally, the process of
legally protecting designs and patterns under TRIPS is often too complex for small producers. Despite these challenges,
products that are protected under TRIPS are gaining better recognition in international markets. The TRIPS Agreement
has also contributed to the preservation of traditional designs and techniques, which are an important part of India’s
cultural heritage.
The most important findings from the research are that the TRIPS Agreement provides essential protections for
traditional designs and techniques, but many small artisans struggle to utilize these protections effectively. The study
shows that while TRIPS protects Geographical Indications (GIs), which can benefit traditional textiles, many artisans
are still unaware of how to leverage these protections. The complexity of the legal process for registering designs
makes it difficult for small producers to navigate. However, products that receive TRIPS protection are gaining
recognition in international markets. Furthermore, the TRIPS Agreement plays a significant role in preserving India’s
rich cultural heritage by safeguarding traditional designs and techniques.
The results of the study include both positive and negative aspects. On the positive side, the TRIPS Agreement has
improved the quality of textile and handloom products by encouraging higher standards in production. It has also
helped preserve traditional designs, making them more visible in international markets. However, there are notable
challenges. The first hypothesis, which suggested that TRIPS helps protect the industry from unfair competition, was
not confirmed. The research found that many small artisans and weavers continue to face difficulties in protecting their
unique designs. The second hypothesis, stating that TRIPS improves product quality, was confirmed, as it encourages
better production standards. To address these challenges, recommendations include simplifying the process of
registering designs, conducting awareness programs for artisans, offering financial assistance, promoting the use of GIs,
making the TRIPS process more transparent, and creating easy-to-understand guides for small producers.
From the below mentioned interviewed questions above mentioned points were put forward:

Do you think people should know more about protecting handloom and textile products?

34 responses

® Yes
® No
Maybe

Fig 6-Do you think people should know more about protecting handloom and textile prod
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What do you think is the biggest benefit of TRIPS protection for people like you?

34 responses

@ Better quality products
@ sSupporting traditional crafts
@ Feeling proud of Indian culture

41.2%

Fig 7-What do you think is the biggest benefit of TRIPS protection for people like you?
Do you think TRIPS protection helps keep the quality of handloom products high? How?

34 responses
29.4%
70.6%

Fig 8-Do you think TRIPS protection helps keep the quality of handloom products high?

RESPONSES

@ VYes, because it ensures real products
@ Maybe, you not sure
@ No, | don't think it affects quality

M A. Highly agreed

H B. Highly Disagree

m C. Moderate

Fig 17-What do you think is TRIPS Agreement is really working?(can’t copy )

Do you think TRIPS protection makes it easier to tell the difference between real and fake handloom

products?
34 responses

@ it helps me know what's real
@ but not always
@ notatall

Fig 9-Do you think TRIPS protection makes it easier to tell the difference between real and fake handloom products?
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IV. DISCUSSION
The research revealed that while the TRIPS Agreements provide legal tools to protect traditional designs and
techniques, small artisans and weavers still face challenges. These challenges include a lack of awareness about the
protections available and the complexity of enforcing them. TRIPS also protect Geographical Indications (GIs), which
can benefit traditional textiles. However, many artisans and producers are not fully aware of how to use these
protections effectively. Moreover, the process of legally protecting designs and patterns under TRIPS is often too
difficult for small producers to navigate. On the positive side, products protected under TRIPS are gaining better
recognition in international markets, and the agreement has helped preserve traditional designs and techniques, which
are an important part of India’s cultural heritage.
The findings of this study show that while TRIPS has played a role in protecting traditional textiles, there are still
significant hurdles for small artisans. Other studies have also noted these challenges, with some highlighting the lack of
awareness and complicated legal processes that make it hard for small producers to benefit from TRIPS. However,
unlike some studies, this research found that TRIPS have helped improve the quality of textile and handloom products
by encouraging higher standards, which is not always discussed in similar studies. The study confirmed that products
protected by TRIPS are better recognized in the global market, which aligns with previous research on the international
trade benefits of these protections.
One limitation of this research is that it focused mainly on the challenges faced by small producers, without a deep dive
into the broader economic impacts of TRIPS protections on the entire textile industry. Another limitation is the lack of
direct feedback from some key stakeholders like government officials and policy makers. To address these issues, the
research relied on available literature and interviews with artisans, but a wider range of voices could have provided
more insight into the full picture.
The findings suggest that while TRIPS Agreements have positively impacted the quality of Indian textiles, more efforts
are needed to ensure these benefits reach small producers. Simplifying the legal processes and increasing awareness
among artisans are crucial steps. The study also implies that TRIPS could play a bigger role in protecting traditional
textiles if the government makes it easier for artisans to access these protections. This would not only preserve India’s
cultural heritage but also enhance the global recognition of its traditional textiles.

V. CONCLUSION
In conclusion, the TRIPS Agreement has helped improve the quality of Indian handloom and textile products and has
played an important role in preserving India’s traditional designs and cultural heritage. However, it has not completely
succeeded in protecting the industry from unfair competition. Many artisans face problems like not knowing how to use
the law, complicated legal steps, and trouble enforcing the rules. To better support the handloom and textile industry,
the process needs to be made easier, and more efforts are needed to help artisans protect their work. This will ensure the
traditional techniques and designs are well-preserved for the future.
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