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Abstract: In our nation, the prioritisation of the safety and protection of cows often seems to surpass that 

of women. The escalating occurrences of mob lynching under the guise of cow protection have grown 

distressingly prevalent, garnering frequent media attention. However, in the middle of this uncomfortable 

pattern, a thought-provoking issue emerges: How do these individuals who claim to be vigilantes unite 

under the same goal of protecting cows in the name of a “national cause”? Which mechanisms contribute 

to the creation of these violent mobs? Furthermore, how could individuals forsake their inherent human 

qualities to engage in acts of violence that cannot be justified? Mob lynching instances in India usually 

arise from two main causes: the protection of cows and allegations of kid abduction, witchcraft, and other 

similar reasons. This article explores the psychological foundations of mob formations and outlines the 

frequent patterns of lynching around the country.  

The widespread dissemination of false information through social media platforms is a major component 

that contributes to the increase in mob lynching instances. Social media, a powerful technology capable of 

influencing the attitudes of millions with a simple click, frequently acts as a trigger for provoking mob 

violence.  

Moreover, the article seeks to provide valuable insights on possible preventive methods to effectively reduce 

these abhorrent acts. The author aims to uncover the psychological factors that fuel mob mentality and 

violence in order to pinpoint practical measures that may be implemented to reduce the frequency of mob 

lynching instances. Efforts focused on encouraging community debate, cultivating empathy, and improving 

media literacy can be crucial in tackling the underlying reasons for mob violence and establishing a society 

that values tolerance and respect for human life.  

This research aims to analyse the intricate dynamics of mob lynching episodes in India, specifically 

examining the influence of psychology, social media, and politics. The author’s objective is to provide a 

comprehensive analysis of the elements that contribute to the creation of mobs and acts of violence. In 

order to effectively combat the problem of mob lynching, it is crucial to acknowledge that a comprehensive 

strategy is needed, which includes addressing the social, political, and psychological aspects. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

India, a nation celebrated for its multifariousness, is currently seeing a distressing occurrence: the escalation of mob 

lynchings that are causing severe damage to the social structure. Although we appreciate the diversity of cultures and 

traditions in our country, the problem of mob violence has caused significant tensions among our people. It is 

distressing to observe a clear discrepancy in how we prioritise the safeguarding of cows compared to the security of 

women in this particular situation. The individuals who declare themselves as guardians of religion, asserting their role 

in protecting the sacredness of cows, are actually prolonging a condition of anarchy. The breakdown of law and order 

conveys a perilous message to society, suggesting that people have the ability to assume control and administer their 

own kind of justice, sometimes driven by personal or community prejudices. The increasing occurrences of mob 

lynching are a sombre demonstration and continuation of this concerning pattern.  

Regional officials and religious extremists have openly called for prompt action, asserting that the judicial procedure is 

sluggish and insufficient in resolving their perceived complaints. Nevertheless, turning to mob violence as a method of 

achieving swift justice is not only a disgraceful deviation from the norms of democracy and the rule of law, but it also 

weakens the fundamental basis of our society. In a nation that follows the notion of “presumption of innocence,” mob 
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lynching is a blatant disregard for this core value, as it involves inflicting harm on persons merely based on suspicion or 

speculation. Furthermore, these abhorrent actions not only disrespect our common humanity but also worsen pre-

existing tensions based on religious differences, hence intensifying the Hindu-Muslim split.  

We must urgently address and directly tackle the issue of mob lynching, and insist on holding those guilty accountable. 

The high occurrence of this criminal activity prompts us to wonder whether we are indeed a democracy regulated by the 

principles of law, or if we are gradually transitioning into a society where vigilante justice has ultimate authority, 

known as a mobocracy. Unfortunately, the lacklustre reaction from both the administration and the court has 

empowered the self-proclaimed defenders of religion, who persist in committing acts of violence without facing any 

consequences. The failure to explicitly denounce and prosecute individuals involved in mob lynching not only allows 

for a culture of impunity to persist, but also weakens the fundamental principles upon which our democracy is built. 

In order to tackle this urgent problem, it is necessary to make a collective and determined effort to establish and 

implement strict legislation prohibiting mob violence, regardless of the religious or political associations of those 

involved. In addition, it is crucial to actively promote stronger social unity and acceptance, while actively combating 

the harmful ideas that incite communal animosity and aggression. The government, civic society, and religious leaders 

have a responsibility to publicly condemn mob lynching and collaborate in promoting a culture that values the rule of 

law and human dignity.  

Ultimately, the increasing occurrence of mob lynching in India presents a serious danger to our democratic values and 

social unity. We must join in a resolute manner to combat this widespread problem, ensuring that those responsible are 

held responsible and reasserting our dedication to fairness, parity, and the principles of legal governance. We can only 

halt the increase of mob violence and maintain the principles that characterise us as a democratic society by working 

together and demonstrating unflinching determination. 

 

Unraveling the Mob Mentality:  

Social Psychology is a branch of psychology that focuses on studying human behaviour in relation to social 

environments. It involves the interaction between an individual’s personality attributes and the social context in which 

they are situated. “Social psychologists can make pretty accurate predictions about an individual’s behaviour by taking 

into account these dual factors”1. 

Mob mentality occurs when a large number of individuals get together as a group and have a strong impact on each 

person’s character and subsequent behaviour in a particular scenario. “This collective phenomenon provides 

understanding as to why apparently regular persons, when united, may commit heinous crimes like mob lynching”2. 

The origin of such actions prompts serious inquiries on several aspects. Is it a result of a disruption in the enforcement 

of laws and maintenance of public order? Alternatively, is it motivated by a specific faction of society aiming to 

establish its authority via the use of intimidation? The solutions to these inquiries remain difficult to find, as the reasons 

underlying mob violence are intricate and diverse.  

Three theories provide insights into the fundamental mechanics of mob violence, aiding in the comprehension of its 

dynamics. The Contagion Theory suggests that crowds have a captivating effect on its members, causing them to 

exhibit illogical and emotionally charged behaviour, sometimes referred to as crowd frenzy. On the other hand, the 

Convergence Theory argues that crowd behaviour is not a result of emergence, but rather arises from the gathering of 

individuals who share similar beliefs or ideas. Although the audience as a whole may not openly support violence, 

people with a tendency towards hostility may be drawn to these gatherings, increasing the probability of violent 

incidents. 

The Emergent-Norm Theory integrates concepts from the previously listed theories, proposing that crowd behaviour 

emerges as a result of a mix of circumstances such as individuals with similar beliefs, anonymity, and shared emotions. 

                                                 
1 Aronson, E., & Aronson, J. (2018). The social animal. New York: Worth , Macmillan Learning. 
2 Rob Henderson, The Science Behind Why People Follow the Crowd Psychology Today (2017), 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/ (last visited March 20, 2024). 
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“This combination of elements creates a collective dynamic in which norms and behaviours arise, influencing the 

actions of the entire crowd”3. 

The aforementioned theories provide three unique social contexts, elucidating individual variations and collective 

dynamics. In the initial situation, people can become part of a mob and engage in violent actions as a result of societal 

coercion and the sway of influential persons inside the collective. In contrast, in the second situation, individuals who 

have planned intents to commit a crime may get together with others who think like, creating a strong and organised 

group with a common objective. Lastly, in the third situation, individuals inside the mob may have different motives, 

but they nonetheless participate in illegal activities made easier by the anonymity offered by being part of a group. In a 

social group, individuals frequently repress their personal beliefs in order to adhere to groupthink, which is 

characterised by a prevailing sense of uniformity and consensus. “Psychology highlights several factors that lead to 

mob mentality, such as conformity, deindividuation4, and groupthink5, among other features”6. 

After the mob disbands, its members go through a process of re-humanization, during which they reclaim their feeling 

of identity. Re-humanization is rediscovering and reconnecting with one’s inherent identity and core beliefs. “If these 

persons have naturally good intentions, they may strive to justify their conduct, aiming to fit their behaviour with their 

personal views and ideals”7. 

On several occasions, a group of people may engage in actions that differ from the personal moral beliefs of each 

individual. “Even persons with fundamentally high moral standards can be drawn into “mobs” that commit acts of 

looting, destruction, and even physical assault”8. 

Cikara’s research explores the topic of individuals displaying increased propensity for violence while in a collective 

setting compared to when they are by themselves. In addition, explicit conflicts frequently lead to the amplification of 

group mentality, resulting in heightened aggression, particularly against persons belonging to opposing factions. 

The contrast of “us” vs “them” is a crucial aspect of such crimes. In the Indian setting, several cases of mob lynching 

arise from clashes between Hindu and Muslim groups. This intergroup rivalry exacerbates unethical conduct, pushing 

individuals to affiliate themselves with their group identity and perceive members of the opposing group as enemies. As 

a result, conflicts between different groups bring out both the negative and positive aspects of individual behaviour, as 

groups compete to establish dominance over one other. 

 

Mob Lynching: 

Politics exerts significant effect on the prevalence of mob lynching episodes worldwide. Politicians, who have the 

ability to influence public opinion, frequently exhibit charismatic traits. Nevertheless, if this power is exercised in a 

reckless manner, it might result in catastrophic outcomes for society. An exemplification of political manipulation may 

be seen in Hitler, who successfully convinced a whole country of the inferiority of Jews and their alleged contribution 

to Germany’s decline. Hitler, with his persuasive charm and effective leadership, initiated the Holocaust, a devastating 

catastrophe that tarnished the course of human history. This incident serves as a clear and powerful reminder of how 

politicians have the ability to affect the collective mindset of a group of people and encourage them to commit acts that 

                                                 
3Nyla R. Branscombe & Robert A. Baron, Social psychology (2017). 
4Conformity :Conformity can also be simply defined as “yielding to group pressures” (Crutchfield, 1955). There are 

various factors that for their lead to conformity like unanimity, similar cultural backgrounds and so on. 
5Deindividuation: Deindividuation occurs when a person’s identity with a group overrides his or her own identity and 

self-awareness. It can lead to a mob mentality because deindividuation tends to prevent critical thinking and 

dissent.(http://changingminds.org/explanations/theori es/deindividuation.htm). 
6Groupthink: Groupthink occurs when a group of well-intentioned people make irrational or nonoptimal decisions that 

are spurred by the urge to conform or the discouragement of dissent( source: www.psychologytoday.in). 
7According to Leon Festinger(1957), Cognitive dissonance refers to a situation involving conflicting attitudes, beliefs or 

behaviors. This produces a feeling of mental discomfort leading to an alteration in one of the attitudes, beliefs or 

behaviors to reduce the discomfort and restore balance.( Saul McLeod,2018). 
8Cikara, M, et al. “Reduced Self-Referential Neural Response during Intergroup Competition Predicts Competitor 

Harm.” Neuroimage, vol. 96, 2014, pp. 36–43., doi:10.1016/j.neuroimage.2014.03.080. 
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go against fundamental principles of human morality. In India, politicians have also exploited their power by openly 

supporting the preservation of cows, therefore approving of cruel actions. “In India, incidences of mob lynching may be 

classified into two distinct categories: classical lynching and communal lynching”9. 

Classical lynchings include singling out individuals based on their social standing or perceived association, motivated 

by the narrow-mindedness of a certain group or community. Black (1998) exemplifies this occurrence by providing an 

instance from Ifugao in the Northern Philippines, where locals would engage in lynching individuals from outside their 

group who lacked any connections to it. Even slight infractions, such as stealing, might incite communities to resort to 

drastic actions. The fundamental concept underpinning classical lynching is the lack of familiarity or ties between 

persons. As a result, individuals who are unfamiliar with a specific ideology or society might be singled out for 

lynching, even for minor offences or voicing disagreement.  

For example, in India, specific Hindu organisations claim to function in the utmost welfare of Hindu society and have 

exerted substantial sway over the population. “The notorious Dadri Lynching episode offers as a dramatic illustration, 

when the victim was brutally attacked based on the allegation of engaging in cow slaughter”10. This instance highlights 

the way in which mob mentality may be intensified by accusations that align with strongly held ideas or ideals within a 

group. 

Hindus hold cows in high esteem, but Muslims do not regard cows as sacred creatures. In 2018, India had the second-

largest position in terms of beef exports globally. However, due to the deep emotional connections that Hindus have 

with cows and their sacredness, some individuals have engaged in acts of lynching on the pretext of safeguarding their 

religion and imposing cow surveillance. “This phenomenon goes beyond the safeguarding of cows, as events have 

occurred due to the simple utterance of the slogan “Jai Shree Ram,” resulting in the lynching and physical attack of 

persons who do not conform11“. 

The Hindu-Muslim split is not the only determining element in these instances; the caste system also exerts a 

substantial influence. Dalits and Adivasis, socially disadvantaged groups in Indian society, have also been subjected to 

lynching as a result of their subordinate position. “These actions are not just motivated by religious zeal but rather 

based on a desire to establish control and authority over others12“. The offenders want to assert their dominance by 

singling out victims according to their religious or caste associations, so continuing a cycle of violence and persecution.  

Far-right parties like the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the Bajrang Dal (BD) have taken advantage of the 

historical tensions between Muslims and Hindus to further their own goals. “These groups exacerbate hostility and 

suspicion among the general population by depicting the Muslim minority as external entities with malicious intents to 

exert control over Hindu society”13. This narrative aims to demonise Muslims and justify acts of violence against them, 

hence fueling the rise of communal tensions and the increase in mob lynching episodes around the country. 

“Communal lynching refers to the act of lynching an individual who is part of the same community”14. Communal 

lynching situations differ from classical lynching in that there is a sense of connection and familiarity with the victim. 

Nevertheless, when the victim deliberately separates themselves from others via their behaviours or behaviour, they 

inadvertently create a favourable environment for their own public execution. For example, individuals who repeatedly 

commit crimes within a community may isolate themselves due to their behaviour, and even a small offence might lead 

                                                 
9De La Roche & Roberta Senechal , Why Is Collective Violence Collective?, 19 Sociological Theory 126– 144 (2001), 

www.jstor.org/stable/3108628 (last visited March15, 2024). 
10Abhimanyu Kumar, The lynching that changed India AlJazeera (2017), https://www.aljazeera.com/ (last visited 

March 20, 2024). 
11Rob Cook, World Beef Exports: Ranking Of Countries Beef2Live (2019), http://beef2live.com/ (last visited March11, 

2024). 
12See McClellanand’s Need Theory. The need for peer is the need to have dominance over the other whereas the need 

for affiliation is the need to be liked by the group and fit in. 
13Siyech& Narain, Beef-related Violence in India: An Expression of Islamophobia, 4 Islamophobia Studies Journal 

181–194 (2018). doi:10.13169/islastudj.4.2.0181. 
14According to the Cambridge Dictionary, a recidivists are criminals who continues to commit crimes even after they 

have been punished. 
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to a lynching since community members no longer have faith in or welcome them. “Although there is some level of 

familiarity, there is a substantial divide or complete lack of connection between the victim and the community15“.  

The phenomena of African lynching, as elucidated by Lindblom (1972), serves as an illustrative instance, notably 

within specific tribes in East Africa. Lynching in these tribes is a consequence of an individual’s recurrent acts of 

thievery, which gradually leads to their isolation from the tribe as a result of their repeated offences. Furthermore, 

situations involving allegations of witchcraft often exhibit a widespread occurrence of community lynching. Individuals 

who are believed to be engaging in witchcraft are frequently subjected to lynching solely based on suspicion. “These 

persons are considered unfortunate and are socially excluded based on the assumption that they cause misfortune for 

others”. Consequently, they are marginalised and ostracised by the community due to their reliance on unfounded 

beliefs and superstitions. 

“Let’s take the example of Mandevi, a 65-year-old woman residing in Agra, Uttar Pradesh. Mandevi, a member of a 

lower caste, was subjected to a lynching by individuals from the Baghel caste, which belongs to the upper caste, in the 

hamlet of Mutnai”16. She became a target of suspicion due to reports of her involvement in hair-cutting and witchcraft. 

This unfortunate event underlines the convergence of prejudice based on caste and irrational beliefs, which increases 

the susceptibility of marginalised persons to acts of lynching and violence.  

Within the context of India, the occurrences of lynching episodes may be classified into two primary categories. The 

initial segment focuses on occurrences pertaining to cow vigilance, when individuals are singled out under the guise of 

safeguarding cows, which hold religious significance in Hinduism. The second category includes instances of lynching 

that are associated with allegations of child abduction, as well as other reasons such as religious disparities, caste 

associations, and communal conflicts. These cases highlight the wide variety of reasons and causes that drive acts of 

mob violence and lynching around the country. 

The emergence of cow vigilante groups has become a concerning trend in India, driven by the reverence of cows in 

Hinduism and exploited by politicians for their own agendas. Cows hold a sacred status in Hindu religion, and this 

sentiment is often manipulated by politicians to garner support and create divisions among the populace, tapping into 

their emotions and cultural sentiments. Organizations like the RashtriyaSwayamsewak Sangh (RSS) and Bajrang Dal 

(BD) have positioned themselves as guardians of Hindu culture, further fueling the narrative of cow protection. 

One of the most notorious incidents highlighting the dangers of cow vigilantism is the lynching of Mohammad Akhlaq 

on September 28, 2015, also known as the Dadri lynching incident. Akhlaq was lynched based on mere suspicion of 

cow slaughter, triggered by an announcement made in his name at a local temple. Subsequently, an FIR was filed 

against Akhlaq’s family on charges of cow slaughter, adding to the hostility and injustice faced by the victim’s family17. 

The preamble of the Indian Constitution unequivocally declares India as a secular nation, where every individual is 

entitled to fundamental rights regardless of their religion. The rise of cow vigilantism not only defies moral principles 

but also violates the constitutional rights of individuals. In a secular country like India, where diversity is celebrated, it 

is imperative to respect differing beliefs, ideologies, and practices. Targeting individuals based on their faith or for not 

considering an animal holy is not only morally reprehensible but also unconstitutional. 

These incidents of cow vigilantism raise serious questions about the direction of India’s democracy, prompting 

concerns about the rise of mobocracy18. Victims of such anti-democratic and anti-secular actions include individuals 

like Zahid Ahmad Bhat, Mokati Elisa, and Mohammad Hussain, who fell prey to the violence perpetrated by self-

                                                 
15Witch in this sense means a woman who uses black magic and intends to cause harm to other people. 
16Dalit woman lynched in Agra, becomes first victim of braid-chop fear and rumour, The Indian Express (2017), 

http://indianexpress.com/ (last visited February2, 2024). 
17Abhimanyu Kumar, The lynching that changed India AlJazeera (2017), https://www.aljazeera.com/ (last visited 

January 20, 2024). 
18Zahid Ahmad Bhat(2015): Bhat, in his 20s, was ferrying cow carcasses when a group of selfproclaimed cow 

vigilantes allegedly hurled petrol bombs at him. Bhat died of severe burns ten days later. A forensic report later 

revealed that the carcasses in the truck were of cows that had died of food poisoning, not slaughter.(The Quint) 
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proclaimed “gaurakshaks” (cow protectors)19. Such incidents not only undermine the principles of democracy and 

secularism but also pose a threat to the social fabric and unity of the nation. 

Upon his return from Jaipur, where he had purchased cattle, a man was intercepted by those who had taken it upon 

themselves to act as cow vigilantes. Although he presented the requisite evidence to establish his innocence, he was 

ruthlessly killed based on the accusation of engaging in livestock smuggling. Following that, a First Information Report 

(FIR) was lodged, prompting the Criminal Investigation Department (CID) to commence an inquiry into the issue. 

Subsequently, the Rajasthan Police assumed control of the case, and the wrongdoers were absolved of any culpability. 

Furthermore, Pehlu Khan was charged with the offence of engaging in the illegal transportation of livestock, as 

evidenced by another filed case20.  

The quote “When the ruler neglects his responsibilities, it becomes the duty of the public to intervene,” spoken by 

Acharya Yogendra Arya, the leader of Haryana’s Gau Raksha Dal, represents the dominant mindset among specific 

factions. It exemplifies a troubling pattern in which individuals arrogate the functions of judges and jurors inside 

society, usurping the authority of the legal system and resorting to vigilantism21.  

The present socio-political atmosphere in our nation is intensifying the Hindu-Muslim schism, which contradicts the 

all-encompassing principles of our culture. Any religion that is followed in an extreme manner offers a significant 

threat, since it strays from its fundamental beliefs. Although cows are considered sacrosanct in Hindu culture, this does 

not provide a valid justification for the act of lynching a human being due to their intake of beef. Those who take 

advantage of such circumstances are intensifying the distrust and mutual strain amongst groups. If this trend continues, 

India faces the possibility of losing its status as a stronghold of variety and inclusion, so damaging its reputation as a 

hospitable culture. 

 

Suspicions of Child abduction, Witchcraft and the problem of Caste: 

Technology, while often celebrated for its advancements and connectivity, has also unveiled a darker side in India, 

particularly in rural areas where misinformation spread through platforms like WhatsApp has incited violence and mob 

mentality. False messages regarding child abduction and organ harvesting circulated on WhatsApp, inciting fear and 

prompting villagers in Dhule, Jharkhand, and Karnataka to take matters into their own hands, resulting in numerous 

lynching incidents. Victims like Bharat Malwe, Bharat Bhosale, Dadarao Bhoasale, Raju Bhosale, and Aappa Ingole 

fell prey to these rumors, highlighting the devastating consequences of unchecked social media influence and the 

erosion of individual accountability. 

Moreover, superstition and suspicion of witchcraft have fueled additional instances of mob violence in India. Many 

women have been targeted and killed on suspicion of practicing witchcraft, reflecting the deep-rooted superstitions 

prevalent in certain communities. The case of Wasim Ahmad Tantray, a mentally disabled individual lynched in 

Kashmir on suspicion of braids-cutting, underscores the lethal consequences of such baseless accusations and the 

alarming disregard for human life perpetuated by mob justice. 

Caste-based discrimination, a longstanding issue in Indian society, further exacerbates tensions and contributes to mob 

violence. The entrenched belief in the caste system has led to atrocities like honor killings, where couples marrying 

outside their caste face brutal reprisals from their families or communities. Dalits, Adivasis, and individuals from 

marginalized castes are particularly vulnerable to such violence, as evidenced by the tragic deaths of Piyush Parmar and 

Madhu Chindaki. These incidents highlight the pervasive influence of caste-based prejudices and the urgent need for 

societal reform to dismantle entrenched systems of discrimination. 

 

                                                 
19MokatiElisa(2016): Mokati was tied to a tree and lynched by self appointed cow vigilantes who found him skinning a 

dead cow. Later it was found that the cow died of electrocution and was given to Maolati by the owner to skin it. 

Mokati was murdered on mere suspicions. 
20Rupinder Kaur, HUNTED: India’s Lynch files The Quint (2018), https://www.thequint.com/ (last visited March 20, 

2024). 
21Snigdha, Poonam. “ The String of Lynchings Point to a National Dysfunction.” Hindustan Times, 1 July 2017, 

07:12:25, www.hindustantimes.com. 
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In conclusion, the proliferation of technology, coupled with deep-seated superstitions and caste-based prejudices, has 

created a volatile environment in India, where mob violence thrives. Urgent steps are needed to address the root causes 

of this phenomenon, including combatting misinformation, promoting education and critical thinking, and 

strengthening law enforcement to ensure swift justice for victims. Additionally, concerted efforts are required to 

challenge societal attitudes and beliefs that perpetuate violence and discrimination based on religion, superstition, or 

caste. Only through collective action and a commitment to upholding the principles of justice and equality can India 

overcome the scourge of mob mentality and pave the way for a more inclusive and humane society. 

 

II. CURRENT STATUS & CONCLUSION 

Currently, India lacks specific legislation addressing lynching, but existing provisions of the Indian Penal Code (IPC) 

are invoked to address mob-related crimes, including murder, attempt to murder, causing voluntary hurt, rioting, and 

unlawful assembly. Additionally, the Criminal Procedure Code (CrPC) allows for the trial of multiple accused 

individuals involved in the same crime as part of a single legal proceeding. However, the absence of dedicated anti-

lynching laws leaves room for ambiguity and challenges in prosecuting such cases effectively. 

The prevalence of lynching incidents has sparked debates regarding their occurrence under the Modi administration. 

While comprehensive data on lynching is limited, reports suggest a significant increase in cow-related crimes during 

the Bharatiya Janata Party’s tenure, raising concerns about the role of political rhetoric and communal tensions in 

fueling such violence. However, the reluctance of politicians to address this issue directly has perpetuated a culture of 

impunity, allowing perpetrators to evade accountability and perpetuate further violence with impunity. 

Despite political inertia, the judiciary has taken a proactive stance against mob lynching, with the Supreme Court 

condemning cases of “Mobocracy” and issuing directives to state governments to combat violence in the name of cow 

protection. However, the efficacy of judicial interventions is often undermined by loopholes in legal procedures and 

lenient treatment of accused individuals, as seen in cases like Pehlu Khan and Mohammad Akhlaq, where perpetrators 

were granted bail swiftly. 

In response to judicial directives, several states, including Manipur, Madhya Pradesh, and Rajasthan, have drafted anti-

lynching laws, reflecting efforts to address the legal vacuum surrounding mob violence. Additionally, proposals like the 

Prevention of Communal and Targeted Violence (Access to Justice and Reparations) Bill, 2011, aimed to curb 

communal violence and hold perpetrators accountable, but faced challenges in implementation due to concerns about 

state authority. 

Civil society initiatives, such as the National Campaign Against Mob Lynching, have also contributed to the discourse 

by proposing legislative solutions like the Manav Suraksha Kanoon (MASUKA), which calls for expedited trials, 

compensation for victims’ families, and enhanced witness protection programs. However, the road to combating mob 

lynching remains arduous, requiring sustained advocacy, legislative reform, and a collective commitment to upholding 

human rights and the rule of law. 

The rise of cow vigilantism and the spread of rumors through social media underscore the urgent need for political 

leadership to address societal divisions and promote inclusivity and tolerance. The theories of social psychology offer 

insights into the dynamics of group behavior and the erosion of individual ethics in the face of mob mentality, 

highlighting the importance of fostering critical thinking and ethical awareness in society. 

Ultimately, India’s journey towards curbing mob lynching requires a multifaceted approach, encompassing legislative 

reforms, judicial activism, political accountability, and societal introspection. By prioritizing the protection of 

vulnerable communities, promoting interfaith harmony, and fostering a culture of empathy and respect for human 

dignity, India can strive towards a future where every individual feels safe and valued, regardless of their background or 

beliefs. 

 

III. SUGGESTIONS 

Enhancing Legal Frameworks: Enact comprehensive law against lynching that clearly defines group violence, imposes 

strict punishments for offenders, and guarantees prompt and unbiased justice for victims. This legislation should also 

include measures for compensating victims, protecting witnesses, and prosecuting persons who disseminate hate speech 

and inflammatory information on social media sites.  
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Encouraging Community Engagement: Facilitate communication and cooperation across varied populations through 

grassroots initiatives, community forums, and interfaith discussion programmes. Promote collaboration among local 

leaders, civil society organisations, and religious institutions to foster mutual understanding, respect, and solidarity, 

thereby reducing community tensions and averting instances of mob violence.  

Strengthening the capabilities of law enforcement: Deliver targeted instruction to law enforcement professionals 

regarding the management of mob violent situations, the execution of unbiased investigations, and the safeguarding of 

susceptible populations. Enhance collaboration among law enforcement agencies, intelligence organisations, and 

community stakeholders to actively detect and mitigate possible triggers for violence.  

Enhancing Public Awareness: Implement countrywide awareness initiatives to enlighten the general public regarding 

the perils of mob mentality, the legal ramifications of engaging in lynching occurrences, and the significance of 

respecting human rights and the principles of lawful governance. Employ conventional and digital media outlets to 

distribute messages promoting tolerance, non-violence, and community cohesiveness.  

Promoting Political Accountability: Ensure elected politicians and political leaders are held responsible for their 

remarks and acts that provoke intolerance, prejudice, or violence. Advocate for ethical leadership and inclusive 

governance strategies that prioritise the safeguarding of all individuals, irrespective of their religious, ethnic, or social 

affiliations. Promote the adoption of standards of conduct by political parties that explicitly forbid the use of divisive 

speech and provocative messages with the intention of gaining electoral advantage.  

Ensuring education reaches the grassroots level of the country is crucial in order to foster a deep understanding of the 

genuine significance of democracy and secularism.Through education, individuals will have the ability to critically 

analyse and evaluate the perspectives presented by political or religious authorities, so avoiding being influenced or 

misled by them. 

 


