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Abstract: Hamlet and Macbeth, two of the most well-known plays written by William Shakespeare, will be 

compared in depth during the course of this research paper. The comparison will focus on the similarities 

and differences between the two characters. This research studies and analyzes the key ideas, character 

qualities, psychological motives, and tragic journeys of Macbeth and Hamlet in order to acquire a more 

comprehensive appreciation of the method in which Shakespeare describes human nature, ambitions, and 

ethical conundrums. The goal of this study is to get a more profound understanding of Shakespeare's 

depiction of them. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

In English literature, William Shakespeare is among the most renowned poets and playwrights. From 1589 to 1613, 

William Shakespeare produced some of his most well-known works. Certain tragedies he penned during this period are 

widely recognized as tragedic genre masterpieces. Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, and Macbeth are among those. 

Shakespeare's two most widely recognized dramatic works are Hamlet and Macbeth. The identities of the principal 

characters are reflected in the titles of both plays. In both of Shakespeare's plays, Hamlet and Macbeth are connected 

through their respective histories, and these connections are vital to the plots of the plays. 

Shakespeare's two tragedies Macbeth and Hamlet contain numerous recurring themes, which facilitates straightforward 

comparisons between the two works. Although both plays explore similar themes including ambition, power, and 

vengeance, the characters in Macbeth and Hamlet exemplify divergent approaches to these concepts. 

The objective of this research is to conduct a comparative analysis of the characters Macbeth and Hamlet, examining 

their commonalities and distinctions, as well as the manner in which they manifest Shakespeare's conception of human 

nature. 

In contrast to Hamlet, Macbeth is characterized as one of the most intricate and captivating figures across the entire 

canon of Shakespeare's works. His initial portrayal is that of a valiant and honorable combatant whose wife and 

colleagues hold him in the highest regard. His desire for power, nevertheless, compels him to assassinate the throne and 

murder the monarch, precipitating a destructive and violent downward spiral. At the outset of the theatrical production, 

Macbeth is portrayed as an obedient and patriotic warrior. His devotion to his nation and to his monarch, Duncan, is 

ferocious. As the drama unfolds, Macbeth's ambition and desire for power intensify. As soon as the spirits inform him 

that he will ascend to the throne, he develops an intense yearning for power and begins to envision himself in that 

position. Ultimately, Macbeth's demise is precipitated by his ambition and avarice. His unfortunate demise is both a 

consequence of his own decisions and deeds and a critique of the corrupting power dynamic. 

As one of the most recognizable figures in Shakespeare's play, Hamlet is frequently ranked among the most formidable 

and intricate characters in the annals of literature. Forty years of audience fascination have been devoted to this tragic 

figure as he grapples with sorrow, vengeance, and morality. 

Hamlet, a youthful monarch at the outset of the play, is grappling with the bereavement of his father and the remarriage 

of his mother to his uncle, who has assumed the throne. Character development occurs throughout the course of the 

play as Hamlet struggles with his sorrow and desire for vengeance. As a result of his growing disillusionment with the 

world, his behavior and thoughts become more erratic and unpredictable. The eventual descent of Hamlet into lunacy is 
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among the play's most recognizable scenes. Hamlet's behavior becomes progressively more aberrant as his sorrow and 

vengeance engulf him to an ever-increasing degree. Hamlet's tragic demise ultimately mirrors the inherently flawed and 

corrupt society that surrounds him, while his persona functions as a potent critique of the human condition. 

Analysis of the plot: The protagonist of Macbeth is a Scottish general whose ascension to the throne is predicted by 

three witches. Motivated by his personal ambitions and his wife's entreaty, Macbeth executes King Duncan in an 

attempt to usurp the throne. Subsequently, however, he is consumed by remorse and paranoia and commits additional 

homicides in an effort to preserve his authority. Hamlet, on the other hand, follows a Danish prince who, bereaved over 

the assassination of his father, resolves to exact vengeance on his uncle, Claudius, for usurping the throne. Hamlet 

grapples with emotional turmoil and ethical quandaries prior to ultimately resolving matters, which incurs disastrous 

repercussions. 

Both plays feature protagonists who are motivated to commit homicide in order to attain their objectives; in the course 

of their journeys, these characters encounter obstacles and moral quandaries. Nevertheless, the origins of the characters' 

aspiration diverge. Hamlet is motivated by his desire for vengeance, whereas Macbeth is inclined towards power. 

Additionally, the functions of supernatural elements differ between the two plays. Witches foretell Macbeth's ascension 

to the throne, whereas Hamlet is visited by the spirit of his father, who divulges the fact that his father was assassinated. 

Hamlet versus Macbeth In the tragedy "Hamlet," the central character encounters the obstacle of keeping his word to 

exact vengeance for the death of his father; however, his proclivity for excessive analysis of circumstances hinders him 

from promptly undertaking necessary measures. Conversely, Macbeth exhibits a tendency towards rash judgments and 

hasty actions. Overall, Hamlet is a sociable person who meets a valiant demise by honoring his promise to the spirit of 

his father. As Macbeth is perceived as a murderous despot by the play's conclusion, his demise is considerably less 

honorable. Consider it, for instance, from the standpoint of honor. Hamlet is the only character deemed honorable, 

notwithstanding the fact that both Macbeth and Hamlet engage in combat and ultimately perish. Hamlet's hesitancy to 

murder his uncle is motivated by ethical concerns and uncertainty regarding the most suitable course of action. In 

contrast, Macbeth relentlessly executes numerous individuals in his quest for the throne. Hamlet ultimately achieves 

vengeance for the murder of his father, but only after confronting the profound ethical ramifications that his deeds 

entail. On the contrary, Macbeth's tragic demise results from his unbridled ambition. 

The utilization of the supernatural specifically, the Weird Sisters and the spirit of the old king has a profound impact on 

the plots of Hamlet and Macbeth, respectively. These characters are pivotal in establishing the ambiance of the works 

and also make appearances in the introductory acts. The supernatural elements of both of these major catastrophes 

intersect with the contemporary religious discussions and debates. Comprehending the theological contexts can thus 

impact the manner in which readers respond to the preternatural themes explored in Hamlet and Macbeth. 

As tragic heroes, Hamlet and Macbeth are figures from Shakespeare's works. Tragic protagonists are exemplified by 

Hamlet and Macbeth; however, every tragedy is distinct in nature on account of the motivations, dispositions, and 

interior thoughts of its characters. In each tragedy, however, these characters manifest unique personas as a result of 

their distinct motivations, dispositions, and interior thoughts. It is indisputable that Hamlet is a revered tragic hero, 

whereas Macbeth is an antagonistic persona. Ambition is the tragic frailty that befalls Macbeth.   The evil that he 

perpetrates can only be explained by his "vaulting ambition, which surpasses leaping itself." Macbeth will murder 

members of his own family and circle of acquaintances in order to achieve the incredibly potent goal of ascending to 

the throne. 

The tragic defect of Hamlet is his indecision. He promises his father that he will "sweep to [his] revenge" "with wings 

as swift as meditation," but murdering Claudius does not occur until the very conclusion of the play. Notwithstanding 

the fact that his father was the one who perished, his inaction serves as evidence of his inability to fulfill his 

commitment. 

 

II. CONCLUSION 

Although both Macbeth and Hamlet are tragic personas conceived by William Shakespeare, their narrative trajectories 

and character trajectories diverge considerably. Macbeth, on the other hand, is engulfed by ambition and becomes ever 

more ruthless in his pursuit of power, whereas Hamlet's philosophical reservations and moral dilemmas hinder him 

from taking decisive action until it is too late. Hamlet's and Macbeth's tragic journeys are instigated by preternatural 
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forces; their respective plays are filled with instances of these forces. Hamlet's ordeal commences with the spirit of his 

father, while Macbeth's is initiated by the witches. Both plays ultimately function as didactic anecdotes that underscore 

the detrimental outcomes that can result from unbridled ambition and the pernicious capacity of preternatural entities to 

mold human conduct. The two protagonists confront their inner torment in dissimilar ways. Macbeth's impulsive and 

ruthless nature causes him to act without consideration, which ultimately results in his demise, whereas Hamlet's 

analytical and contemplative disposition compels him to perpetually query his actions and the meaning of existence. 

Shakespeare's aptitude for skillful characterization and thematic exploration has insured that these plays persist in 

enthralling and resonant with audiences several centuries subsequent to their inception. 

 

REFERENCES 

[1]. "Macbeth vs Hamlet." StudyMoose, 24 Feb 2017, http://studymoose.com/macbeth-vs-hamlet-essay 

[2]. IvyPanda. (2022, September 4). William Shakespeare: Hamlet and Macbeth. 

https://ivypanda.com/essays/william- shakespeare-hamlet-and-macbeth/ 

[3]. Joshi,  Shubham,  Shalini  Stalin,  Prashant  Kumar  Shukla,  Piyush  Kumar  Shukla,  Ruby  Bhatt,  Rajan  

Singh Bhadoria, and  Basant Tiwari. "Unified  authentication and access  control for future  mobile 

communication-based lightweight IoT systems using blockchain." Wireless Communications and Mobile 

Computing 2021 (2021).  

[4]. Ali, Mohammad  Athar, Asif  Pervez, Rohit  Bansal, and Mohammed Arshad  Khan. "Analyzing  

Performance  of Banks in India: A Robust Regression Analysis Approach." Discrete Dynamics in Nature and 

Society 2022 (2022).  

[5]. Kennedy,  Dennis. Looking  at  Shakespeare:  a  visual  history  of  twentieth-century  performance.  

Cambridge University Press, 2001.  

[6]. Rothenberg,  Sally Sue,  and  Susan M.  Watts.  "Students  with  learning  difficulties  meet  Shakespeare:  

Using  a scaffolded reading experience." Journal of Adolescent & Adult Literacy 40, no. 7 (1997): 532-539.  

[7]. Ribner, Irving. The English history play in the age of Shakespeare. Routledge, 2013.  

[8]. Shukla,  Prashant  Kumar,  Piyush  Kumar Shukla,  Mukta  Bhatele,  Anoop  Kumar  Chaturvedi,  Poonam 

Sharma, Murtaza  Abbas Rizvi,  and  Yadunath  Pathak.  "A  novel  machine  learning  model  to  predict  the  

staying  time of international migrants." International Journal on Artificial Intelligence Tools 30, no. 02 

(2021): 2150002.  

[9]. Bansal, Rohit. "Stress management at workplace." Internacional Journal of Techno-Management Research 5, 

no. 04 (2018): 29-32.  

[10]. Rothwell, Kenneth S. "How the twentieth century saw the Shakespeare film:" Is it Shakespeare?"." 

Literature/Film Quarterly 29, no. 2 (2001): 82.  

[11]. Cressy, David. "Foucault, Stone, Shakespeare and Social History." English Literary Renaissance 21, no. 2 

(1991): 121-133.  

[12]. Pate, Mukund, and Dhanashree Tharkude. "A Study of Impact of Select Employee Engagement Drivers Via 

Job Satisfaction." International Journal of Modern Agriculture 10, no. 2 (2021): 2636-2658.  

[13]. Krishnakumari, S., C. Subathra, and K. Arul. "A descriptive study on the behavior of students  in online 

classes during COVID-19 pandemic." In AIP Conference Proceedings, vol. 2405, no. 1, p. 030028. AIP 

Publishing LLC, 2022.  

[14]. Gokilavani, R., M. Durgarani, and S. Krishnakumari. "Nostalgia Marketing of Tourism and Hospitality in 

South Asia: Leverage to India." INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF SPECIAL EDUCATION 37, no. 3 

(2022).  

[15]. Wyver, John. Screening the Royal Shakespeare Company: A Critical History. Bloomsbury Publishing, 2019.  

[16]. Scheil,  Katherine,  and  Graham  Holderness.  "Introduction:  Shakespeare  and'the  personal  story'." Critical 

Survey 21, no. 3 (2009): 1-5.  

[17]. Wiebracht, Ben. "“The vile conclusion”. Crises of resolution in Shakespeare's love plots." Shakespeare 12, 

no. 3 (2016): 241-259 



IJARSCT  ISSN (Online) 2581-9429 

    

 

       International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology (IJARSCT) 

                             International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

 Volume 4, Issue 3, January 2024 

Copyright to IJARSCT  DOI: 10.48175/568                35 

www.ijarsct.co.in                                                   

Impact Factor: 7.301 

[18]. Mawahib, Sharafeldin & Kaur, Chamandeep. (2022). A Design for the Bandwidth Improvement for the 

Microstrip Patch  Antenna  for  Wireless Network  Sensor. International  Journal  of  Scientific  Research  in 

Computer  Science Engineering and Information Technology. 9. 396. 10.32628/IJSRSET2293130.  

[19]. Alnuaim,  Abeer Ali,  Mohammed  Zakariah,  Prashant  Kumar Shukla,  Aseel  Alhadlaq, Wesam  Atef 

Hatamleh, Hussam  Tarazi,  R.  Sureshbabu,  and  Rajnish  Ratna.  "Human-Computer  Interaction  for  

Recognizing  Speech Emotions Using Multilayer Perceptron Classifier." Journal of Healthcare Engineering 

2022 (2022).  

[20]. Fuller,  David.  "Love  or  Politics:  the  Man  or  the  King?"  Edward  II"  in  Modern  Performance." 

Shakespeare Bulletin 27, no. 1 (2009): 81-115.  

 


