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Abstract: This literature survey review explores advancements in glaucoma diagnosis using convolutional 

neural networks (CNNs) within the realm of deep learning (DL). Glaucoma, a chronic and irreversible eye 

disease leading to vision deterioration, poses a significant global health challenge. Traditional diagnosis 

through colour fundus images is time-consuming, requiring skilled clinicians. The paper examines the 

development of a six-layered CNN architecture, integrating dropout and data augmentation techniques to 

enhance diagnostic accuracy. Focused on identifying intricate features like microaneurysms, exudate, and 

hemorrhages on the retina, this CNN-based approach offers a streamlined and efficient alternative to 

manual diagnosis. With glaucoma being a leading cause of blindness worldwide, the proposed 

methodology, trained on high-performance GPUs, presents a promising avenue for improving diagnostic 

efficiency and accuracy, thereby contributing to the evolution of glaucoma diagnosis 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Glaucoma, a progressive eye condition, poses a threat to the optic nerve, worsening over time and often associated with 

elevated intraocular pressure. With a hereditary inclination, its onset may be latent until later stages of life. The 

heightened intraocular pressure can lead to optic nerve damage, risking permanent vision loss and, if untreated, total 

blindness within a few years. Two primary types, Open Angle Glaucoma and Angle Closure Glaucoma, manifest 

differently. Open Angle Glaucoma involves slow drainage of aqueous fluid, resulting from aging of the drainage 

channel. Conversely, Angle Closure Glaucoma, more prevalent in individuals of Asian and Native American descent, 

leads to a sudden pressure surge, necessitating urgent medical intervention. Recognizing symptoms such as blurred 

vision, severe headaches, eye pain, nausea, vomiting, or seeing rainbow-like halos around lights is critical for timely 

diagnosis and treatment. 

 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 

[1] Glaucoma Grading Using Multimodal Imaging and MultiLevel CNN: 

This document introduces a deep learning method for glaucoma grading, employing a multilevel CNN architecture and 

ensemble strategies with fundus and OCT images. The dataset comprises categorized pairs into normal, early-stage 

glaucoma, or progressive glaucoma. The method achieves strong agreement with specialist assessments through 

multimodal analysis. Techniques involve multimodal fusion, hyper-parameter optimization with 2D and 3D CNNs, 

ensemble strategies, and transfer learning. Addressing the scarcity of specialists, it evaluates diverse CNNs, optimizes 

hyper-parameters, and explicates critical image regions. Advantages include model optimization, ensemble strategies, 

and feature combination, while limitations involve complex model interpretability and dataset dependency. The 

proposed method fills the research gap in glaucoma grading. Methodologies encompass deep learning, multimodal 

imaging, CNNs, ensemble strategies, and visual feature extraction. Findings show a promising kappa score of 0.89, 



IJARSCT  ISSN (Online) 2581-9429 

    

 

       International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology (IJARSCT) 

                             International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

 Volume 4, Issue 1, February 2024 

Copyright to IJARSCT  DOI: 10.48175/IJARSCT-15364                479 

www.ijarsct.co.in                                                   

Impact Factor: 7.53 

indicating almost perfect agreement with specialists, suggesting strong clinical potential for early diagnosis and 

identifying advanced cases [1]. The results demonstrate robustness in grading glaucoma stages, showcasing the 

method's applicability for real-world clinical use. 

 

[2] Deep Learning and Computer Vision for Glaucoma Detection: A Review: 

This document provides a comprehensive exploration of the application of deep learning and computer vision for 

automated glaucoma diagnosis, encompassing a review of pertinent studies. The selection criteria prioritize English-

language papers focusing on machine learning experiments for glaucoma diagnosis. Key details, such as study design, 

dataset characteristics, deep learning architectures, evaluation metrics, and researchers' affiliations, are systematically 

extracted. The document introduces techniques like CNNs, auto-encoders, attention networks, GANs, and geometric 

models for analyzing fundus, OCT, and visual field data [2]. The primary aim is to address the scarcity of glaucoma 

specialists and improve diagnostic efficiency. Highlighted advantages include early detection, consistent quantification, 

and integration into clinical workflows. Nevertheless, limitations are acknowledged, such as challenges associated with 

small annotated datasets, prohibitive expertise and cost, and issues related to data diversity. Research gaps are 

identified, emphasizing the need for optimal data fusion, task balancing, continual learning, and the incorporation of 

explainable AI. Methodologies covered include search protocols, clinical terminologies, datasets, performance metrics, 

and feature extraction methods [2]. The document delves into key findings, emphasizing advances in computer vision, 

taxonomy, performance gaps, dataset curation, architectural categories, and persisting challenges. In conclusion, the 

document provides valuable insights into the current state of automated glaucoma diagnosis, suggesting strategies for 

overcoming challenges and facilitating future research and clinical applications. 

 

[3] Automatic Diagnosis of Glaucoma from Retinal Images Using Deep Learning Approach: 

This study introduces a deep learning method for early-stage glaucoma detection from retinal images, aiming to 

automate diagnosis. Utilizing convolutional neural networks (CNNs), including the ResNet-50 architecture, the 

approach identifies subtle patterns often overlooked manually. By leveraging grey channels and data augmentation, the 

model achieves remarkable accuracy across diverse datasets, showcasing potential for efficient and accurate automated 

glaucoma diagnosis, particularly excelling in early-stage detection. The study addresses the challenges of manual 

glaucoma assessment, emphasizing the need for automated detection. Employing advanced deep learning methods, such 

as CNNs and transfer learning, the model undergoes tuning to mitigate over-fitting concerns. Multiple glaucomatous 

retinal image datasets are used for training, contributing to enhanced diagnostic accuracy [3]. Advantages of the 

approach include high CNN accuracy, automated diagnosis efficiency, and the ability to recognize subtle patterns 

indicative of early-stage glaucoma. However, challenges such as potential over-fitting, longer training times for deeper 

models , and increased computational complexity are acknowledged. Research gaps identified involve exploring more 

efficient training algorithms, refining data augmentation techniques, enhancing model interpretability, integrating 

models into clinical workflows, enabling longitudinal analysis, and investigating multimodal fusion for early-stage 

glaucoma detection [3]. The study's methodologies encompass a thorough review of recent research, model 

development using transfer learning, tuning for over-fitting, and the utilization of multiple datasets. The proposed end-

to-end learning system addresses current limitations in glaucoma screening. Key findings underscore the exceptional 

performance of the deep learning model across various datasets, highlighting its potential to automate glaucoma 

diagnosis effectively. The study's results showcase the CNN model's superiority, emphasizing high AUC, sensitivity, 

specificity, and overall accuracy, establishing its effectiveness in automated glaucoma detection. 

 

[4] A CNN-based hybrid model to detect glaucoma disease: 

Automated glaucoma detection is crucial for timely diagnosis, preventing irreversible optic nerve damage and vision 

loss. The CoG-NET model, utilizing Fully CNNs, RNNs, Transfer Learning, and two-step frameworks, outperforms 

with a 93.5% accuracy. Emphasis on data quality over quantity is pivotal, enhancing model performance. The study 

addresses the challenges of glaucoma detection by focusing on data quality through noise removal in pre-processing, 

enhancing Optical Cup and Optical Disc segmentation performance. While the CoG-NET model demonstrates superior 

accuracy, its pre-processing complexity and extended training times present drawbacks. The research underscores the 
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significance of quality data in glaucoma detection, aiming to improve performance and reduce costs through data 

quality enhancement methodologies. The hybrid model integrating deep learning and traditional ML achieves a high 

accuracy of 92.96%, outperforming prior studies [4]. Early glaucoma diagnosis is highlighted, and the model's 

performance is compared with other approaches, emphasizing its complementarity and potential for automated 

glaucoma detection. The study contributes a promising approach to the field, combining strengths from deep learning 

and traditional ML for accurate glaucoma classification.  

 

[5] CNN with Multiple Input for automatic glaucoma assessment using Fundus Images 

The automated glaucoma assessment framework employs a systematic process, starting with the Bi-dimensional 

Empirical Mode Decomposition (BEMD) algorithm to decompose Regions of Interest (ROI) in fundus images. 

Subsequently, the Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) architecture, VGG19, extracts features from the decomposed 

BEMD components, which are then fused into a bag of features [5]. Principal Component Analysis (PCA) is applied to 

reduce feature dimensions, and the resulting bags of features serve as input for a Support Vector Machines (SVM) 

classifier. This method demonstrates significant advancements in automated glaucoma assessment using fundus images 

by combining BEMD, CNN, and SVM techniques. The techniques involve BEMD decomposition, CNN feature 

extraction, bag of features fusion, PCA dimensionality reduction, and SVM classification. The addressed issue revolves 

around automating glaucoma diagnosis without additional examinations, enhancing accuracy and stability. The 

advantages include automation, utilization of CNN for precise feature extraction, and potential for early detection [5]. 

However, challenges include stability with varying datasets and performance limitations, demanding further 

refinements and significant computational resources. The research gap emphasizes investigating stability, comparing 

with existing methods, exploring interpretability of features, validating on larger cohorts, clinical integration, and 

addressing ethical considerations. Methodologies cover BEMD decomposition, CNN feature extraction, bag of features 

fusion, PCA dimensionality reduction, and SVM classification. Findings indicate the framework's stable and robust 

performance, slight improvement compared to similar studies, and effectiveness in glaucoma diagnosis using digital 

fundus images alone. The results underscore the framework's reliability and consistency across different datasets and 

trained models, ensuring its suitability for automated glaucoma assessment. 

 

[6] Glaucoma Detection using Convolutional Neural Networks for Mobile Use 

The articles focus on using Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) for glaucoma detection, emphasizing the 

significance of early diagnosis to prevent severe vision loss. They specifically address the application of lightweight 

pre-trained CNNs, such as MobileNet, for mobile glaucoma detection, aiming to overcome ophthalmologist scarcity in 

certain regions. Advantages include accessibility, early detection, portability, and cost-effectiveness, while challenges 

involve limited mobile resources, data variability, training time, and model size. Research priorities encompass 

developing lighter models, real-time detection, telemedicine integration, addressing dataset variability, optimizing user 

interfaces, and considering ethical and regulatory aspects [6]. Methodologies involve applying mobile-appropriate DL 

algorithms, introducing hybrid CNNs in an Android application, and utilizing image segmentation for glaucoma 

detection. The findings stress the importance of dataset variability, dataset size, and training time for mobile glaucoma 

detection with lighter models like MobileNet. The results highlight that diverse and representative datasets, dataset size, 

and efficient training are critical factors in developing effective glaucoma detection systems for mobile platforms. 

Overall, the articles underscore the potential of CNNs, particularly lightweight models, in enhancing glaucoma 

detection accessibility and effectiveness through mobile applications. 

 

[7] Automated Glaucoma Detection Using Deep Convolutional Neural Networks 

The study introduces modified VGG16 and ResNet-50 models for automated glaucoma detection, achieving superior 

accuracy, specificity, and sensitivity on diverse datasets, surpassing existing methods. These deep learning models offer 

potential for enhanced glaucoma screening, especially in resource-limited settings. The emphasis on automation 

reduces manual dependence, ensuring faster and efficient diagnoses [7]. Challenges include data limitations impacting 

generalizability and interpretability concerns in clinical settings. The research suggests avenues for robust 

generalization, interpretability improvement, seamless workflow integration, large-scale deployment, ethical 
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considerations, and explainable AI development. Methodologies involve modifying VGG16 and ResNet-50 

architectures for improved accuracy and performance. Overall, the study highlights the transformative potential of deep 

learning models in revolutionizing glaucoma detection, aiding timely intervention and treatment. 

 

[8] Glaucoma Detection In Retinal Fundus Images Using Deep Convolution Neural Network 

The study underscores the significance of early glaucoma detection, proposing an automated classification method 

employing convolutional neural networks (CNNs) on fundus images. The method exhibits commendable sensitivity, 

precision, and specificity, along with a notable area under the curve (AUC) for grading glaucoma severity. Emphasizing 

the efficacy of deep learning on fundus photos, the study suggests the potential of CNNs to not only detect glaucoma 

but also identify various illnesses by processing extensive image datasets. While highlighting the advantages of 

automation and large-scale data analysis, the study acknowledges challenges related to expertise requirements, 

interpretability concerns, and the complexity of CNN implementation. The research gap calls for further exploration 

into early detection methods, validation, and generalization of automated systems, integration with clinical practice, and 

the interpretability of deep learning models. The methodologies involve utilizing CNNs, transfer learning, and dynamic 

learning rate adjustments for enhanced classification accuracy. Overall, the study emphasizes the transformative 

potential of CNNs in revolutionizing glaucoma detection, aiding timely intervention and treatment. 

 

[9] A fast and fully automated system for glaucoma detection using color fundus photographs: 

The document introduces a fast and fully automated glaucoma detection system utilizing color fundus photographs. 

Employing a two-step process, it integrates a simplified You Only Look Once (YOLO) CNN for optic disc region 

detection and MobileNet for 'glaucomatous' and 'non-glaucomatous' classification. Achieving high accuracy, sensitivity, 

specificity, and AUC, the system's performance is comparable to state-of-the-art CNNs. Various CNN architectures 

were explored, with the proposed system demonstrating efficiency and reduced resource demands. The study addresses 

the computational challenges of integrating CNN-based glaucoma detection into portable devices, emphasizing the need 

for speed and accuracy in resource-limited settings. The research gap calls for enhanced architectures, seamless 

integration with portable devices, validation on diverse datasets, real-time decision-making, clinical trials, ethical 

considerations, and impact assessments [10]. Methodologies encompass pretrained models, specific CNN frameworks, 

and diverse architectures for glaucoma detection. Findings highlight the system's exceptional accuracy, speed, and 

resource efficiency, making it suitable for integration into portable devices. The results underscore its potential for 

transformative applications in glaucoma detection, addressing crucial challenges in resource-limited healthcare settings. 

 

[10] Deep learning-based classification network for glaucoma in retinal images: 

The study introduces CoG-NET, a deep learning-based system for automated glaucoma diagnosis, aiming for early 

detection and prevention of permanent blindness. CoG-NET employs image pre-processing and deep learning 

techniques, eliminating the need for manual feature extraction and achieving an impressive 93.5% accuracy, 0.95 

sensitivity, and 0.99 specificity [10]. This outperformance of state-of-the-art methods signifies its potential impact on 

glaucoma screening, offering an efficient and accurate tool for clinicians. The method optimizes model size, reducing it 

to 94MB for deployability, and exhibits efficient training times. CoG-NET's clinical acceptance and real-time 

applicability make it valuable for initial glaucoma inspection, emphasizing its significance in enhancing patient 

outcomes. 

 

[11] Glaucoma Detection with Retinal Fundus Images Using Segmentation and Classification: 

The computational model presented in the research aims to detect glaucoma through retinal fundus images using a 

combined segmentation and classification approach. Segmentation employs an attention U-Net with various 

convolutional neural network (CNN) backbones, achieving the best accuracy of 99.58% in optic disc (OD) 

segmentation using ResNet50. For classification, a modified version of three CNN architectures is utilized, with 

Inception-v3 achieving the highest accuracy of 98.79% for glaucoma classification. The model integrates advanced 

segmentation and classification techniques, addressing glaucoma detection challenges and demonstrating promising 
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results in optic disc and glaucoma identification. The findings highlight the model's effectiveness in accurate 

segmentation and classification of retinal fundus images for glaucoma detection. 

 

[12] A novel optic disc and optic cup segmentation technique to diagnose glaucoma using deep learning 

convolutional neural network over retinal fundus images: 

The glaucoma diagnosis technique utilizes a deep learning-enhanced CNN model for precise optic disc and optic cup 

segmentation, achieving  a 98% accuracy for optic disc and 97% for optic cup segmentation. Employing pre-processing 

with a Gaussian filter and image normalization, the approach aims to enhance accuracy in diagnosing glaucoma by 

accurately segmenting the optic cup and disc. Methodologies involve a two-stage method, cascade neural network 

techniques, an enhanced deep learning CNN model, and an active contour model with structure prior, alongside the 

LARKICM method to reduce manual risks. The advantages of deep learning include discriminative results, automatic 

detection, feature extraction, and high accuracy, while challenges include computational cost, training time, 

interpretability, and data dependency. Findings underscore the model's efficacy in accurate segmentation and 

classification for glaucoma detection. Research gaps highlight the need for advancements in data analytic techniques, 

computationally efficient models, automation, integration of prior knowledge, comparative studies, and addressing 

challenges in likelihood maps. 

 

[13] Deep Learning-Based Glaucoma Detection With Cropped Optic Cup and Disc and Blood Vessel 

Segmentation: 

The article explores deep learning techniques for glaucoma detection, introducing a novel dataset (BEH) and applying 

four algorithms (EfficientNet, MobileNet, DenseNet, and GoogLeNet) to diagnose glaucoma from retinal images. The 

study incorporates optic disc segmentation using CP-FD-UNet++ and a disc-aware ensemble network (DENet) for 

glaucoma imaging. Advantages include improved accuracy, reduced human error, and cost-effectiveness. Challenges 

include the need for large annotated datasets and computational complexity. Research gaps suggest refining models, 

automating diagnostic frameworks, and integrating advanced techniques. Methodologies encompass optic disc 

segmentation, CNNs, superpixel classification, and automated diagnostic frameworks. Findings emphasize the efficacy 

of deep learning models in glaucoma detection across diverse datasets. 

 

[14] A Comparative Study of Deep Learning Models for Diagnosing Glaucoma From Fundus Images: 

The document explores the use of deep learning models for automated glaucoma diagnosis from fundus images, 

introducing three CNN models employing different learning methods. The study demonstrates the models' superior 

performance compared to human experts, emphasizing potential reductions in ophthalmologists' workload and 

increased accessibility to screening services. Techniques include transfer learning, regularized logistic regression, SVM 

classification, and a self-learning method for semi-supervised training. Advantages encompass cost and time efficiency, 

early diagnosis, and treatment evaluation. However, challenges involve dependence on imaging and subjectivity. 

Research gaps suggest exploring models with limited labeled data, integrating additional information, and conducting 

robust comparative studies with human experts. Methodologies involve transfer learning, semi-supervised learning, and 

a self-learning approach. Findings highlight the models' effectiveness, with the SSCNN-DAE and SSCNN models 

outperforming the TCNN model. Overall, the study underscores the potential of automated systems for glaucoma 

diagnosis and the importance of regular evaluation. 

 

[15] Deep Learning Algorithms and Glaucoma Detection: A Review: 

The document explores the use of deep learning algorithms for glaucoma detection, emphasizing their significance in 

developing automated procedures for accurate diagnosis, particularly in regions with a shortage of ophthalmologists. 

Findings showcase the efficacy of convolutional neural networks (CNNs) in retinal image analysis, reducing the 

reliance on manual feature extraction. The study underscores the necessity for large annotated medical datasets to build 

robust models and discusses contributions such as end-to-end supervised models for optic disc abnormality detection 

and unified frameworks for retinal image analysis. Advantages include automated feature extraction and improved 

accuracy, while challenges involve data requirements and computational resources. Research gaps suggest the need for 
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modest computerized procedures, exploration of different deep learning architectures, and the application of 

unsupervised learning for glaucoma detection. Methodologies involve pattern-based visualization with CNNs and the 

development of automatic feature learning techniques. Overall, the study highlights the potential of deep learning in 

revolutionizing glaucoma detection, enhancing efficiency, and reducing dependence on manual assessments. 

 

III. CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, our literature review emphasizes the limitations of current Glaucoma detection algorithms, prompting the 

introduction of a Convolutional Neural Network (CNN) approach. This CNN model eliminates the need for manual 

feature extraction, achieving commendable accuracy with dropout techniques. However, its computational intensity, 

reliant on graphics processing units (GPUs), necessitates careful consideration. Augmenting image numbers and 

convolutional layers enhances testing accuracy, and the breakdown of CNN layers clarifies their roles in feature 

extraction, dimensionality reduction, and network compilation.In summary, our review highlights CNN efficacy in 

Glaucoma detection, suggesting promising advancements for more accurate and efficient diagnosis compared to 

traditional methods. This provides a foundation for future research in CNN applications for Glaucoma diagnosis. 
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