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Abstract: Industrial waste discharge is one of the major source of stream pollution. Waterborne wastes
appear to be an inevitable result of nearly all manufacturing industries since water is used for many
purposes by industries worldwide. Most and frequently all of the wastewater need to be discharged from
plant premises. Such discharges are contaminated with varying amount of materials used in plant e.g. raw
materials, unwanted substances accompanying raw materials, intermediate products, by products and other
substances used in the processing. In this context a steel processing industry producing steel sheets is
studied with respect to its pickling process wastewater at raw and neutralized levels using freshwater
catfish H fossilis. Sublethal effect of raw and neutralized wastewater are studied in long duration
experiments of 10 days in laboratory level to assess the changes in haematological parameters of fish. The
studied haematological parameters include total erythrocyte count, total leucocyte count, haemoglobin
content, Packed Cell Volume, Clotting time, ESR, MCV, MCH and MCHC. Significant changes in
haematological parameters of H.fossilis were noticed at sublethal levels too depicting the impact of
wastewater on the haematology of the fish. The changes were more in raw wastewater
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