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Abstract: This paper outlines pressures on agricultural land in periurban Karnataka, Belagavi. A survey of
agricultural practices underlines the recent and rapid transition from agricultural to urban land use in the

periurban interface, and shows how farmers are reacting by reducing fallow periods. Farmers are also
intensifying agriculture near streams and rivers through increased use of irrigation, in response to growing
urban markets for a wider range of vegetables. We identify specific problems of water resource pollution and
waste management, with particular reference to farmland irrigation. We report results of composting
interventions as a community-based waste management strategy. We consider integrated organic waste

recycling as a generic strategy to help protect periurban natural resources, to enhance food production
through nutrient recycling, and to improve community sanitation.
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