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Abstract: Power and politics are central themes in the plays of William Shakespeare. His works reflect 

the political tensions, power struggles, and leadership challenges of the early modern period. 

Shakespeare’s plays examine how rulers gain, maintain, and lose power, while also revealing the moral 

consequences of political ambition. Through characters such as kings, queens, and noblemen, 

Shakespeare explores political authority, legitimacy, betrayal, and manipulation. Plays like Macbeth, 

Julius Caesar, and King Lear present complex portrayals of political ambition and the corruption of 

power. These plays demonstrate how political decisions affect individuals and entire societies. 

Shakespeare also reflects on the relationship between personal ambition and political responsibility. 

This research paper examines how Shakespeare portrays power and politics in his plays and analyzes 

the consequences of political ambition and authority. By studying selected works, the paper argues that 

Shakespeare’s political themes remain relevant to modern discussions of leadership, governance, and 

ethical responsibility. 
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