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Abstract: Minoxidil was initially prescribed as an antihypertensive drug, and after its frequent side 

effect, hypertrichosis, was identified, a topical version for hair growth promotion was created.  The 

standard treatment for androgenetic alopecia is currently topical minoxidil, which is also used off-label 

to treat other types of hair loss.  Even with its extensive use, minoxidil's precise mode of action is still 

unclear.  The purpose of this page is to evaluate and update the most recent data regarding topical 

minoxidil's pharmacology, mechanism of action, clinical effectiveness, and side effects. 
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