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Abstract: Religious tourism has long played a significant role in India's cultural and economic 

landscape. Ayodhya, one of the most sacred cities in Hinduism, has recently undergone a transformative 

development phase, attracting millions of pilgrims and tourists from across the country and abroad. This 

paper explores the economic transformation of Ayodhya through the lens of religious tourism, examining 

the surge in infrastructure development, employment opportunities, entrepreneurship, and local business 

ecosystems triggered by spiritual travel. Using a mixed-method approach with secondary data, 

government reports, and stakeholder interviews, the study identifies key success factors in Ayodhya’s 

religious tourism model — including public-private partnerships, integrated transportation systems, 

cultural preservation, and targeted government initiatives. The findings are then contextualized to 

Telangana’s tourism landscape, with a focus on religious and spiritual sites such as Yadagirigutta, 

Bhadrachalam, and Medaram. The paper proposes strategic recommendations that Telangana can 

adopt to harness the potential of its own religious tourism circuits, including community-based tourism 

models, digital promotion, sustainable infrastructure, and youth-led entrepreneurship. By drawing 

parallels between Ayodhya’s transformation and Telangana’s tourism goals outlined in the Telangana 

Tourism Policy 2023–2030, this study offers a replicable framework for boosting spiritual tourism while 

ensuring inclusive and sustainable economic growth. This research contributes to the seminar’s theme 

by providing insights into how religious tourism can be a catalyst for entrepreneurship, rural 

development, and cultural preservation, and it emphasizes policy-level interventions that can empower 

local communities and stakeholders in Telangana 
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