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Abstract: Global energy markets remain the primary scaffold for contemporary geopolitical power, with
petroleum serving as the central instrument of statecraft. This article examines the enduring friction
between resource-wealthy nations and energy-dependent consumers, analyzing how this asymmetrical
relationship perpetuates instability and fiscal volatility.

Through comparative analysis of OPEC+ policy shifts and historical case studies of oil-indexed
sanctions, the research maps the correlation between commodity pricing and diplomatic autonomy.
Findings indicate that "petro-aggression” remains a viable strategy for rentier states even as the global
financial system attempts to decouple from carbon-intensive assets.

The study reveals that the green transition does not erode oil-based power immediately. Rather, it
creates a 'resource trap" where the rush for remaining reserves intensifies localized conflicts.
Diversification efforts are repeatedly undermined by institutional path dependency. The evolution of oil
politics is not a technical transition but a fundamental restructuring of international hierarchy..
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