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Abstract: Temple patronage played a pivotal role in shaping the socio-economic fabric of rural South
Indian communities during the medieval period. Temples were not only centers of religious and cultural
activities but also acted as hubs for economic organization, land management, and redistribution of
resources. Epigraphical records indicate that temple endowments, land grants, and donations facilitated
agricultural production, supported artisans and laborers, and contributed to local market development.
This review explores the socio-economic dimensions of temple patronage in South India, emphasizing
how religious institutions influenced rural livelihoods, community cohesion, and agrarian productivity.
The paper also highlights the use of inscriptions as primary sources for understanding these historical
phenomena.
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