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Abstract: This paper highlights the art of traditional hand Needle work Phulkari that has lost its identity 

in the past has gained momentum. The demand for Phulkari has witnessed an upward trend in the recent 

years. Hand Needle work is the heritage of Punjabi culture which seems to be diminishing now days due to 

its higher cost and slow procedure. Previously Phulkari Needle work pattern were limited to shawls and 

Odhani / Odhni (head scarves). But over the years it is used to decorate large canvases such as sarees, 

Lenngha and chudidar kameez. It has evolved from a recreational activity to one of the most important 

sources of employment for women in Punjab. Demand for variety of Duppattas and Odhani has become a 

part of Indian Women’s wardrobe. The Fusion style of Indo Western wears has introduced a rich blend of 

traditional hand Needle work along with western wears like Jeans, Gowns and Dresses. Hand Needle 

work is still in boom when it comes to designer studios and couture wear outfits, due to its beauty and 

excessive modification possibilities which is rigid in machine Needle work. The study tries to identify the 

various underling factors that led to the increase in demand of Phulkari in both Indian and Foreign 

Market. The study identifies the increase in demand on the basis of the data available from reliable 

sources as a result of the different Phulkari Revival schemes designed to Promote and Preserve Punjab’s 

Traditional Handicraft. 
 

Keywords: Apparel, fashion, Tradition, craft, motifs, couture, trend, Culture, Heritage. 

 

REFERENCES 

[1]. Desi Fusion and the Lyall Farm Store: The Challenges of Balancing Profits, Tradition and Social 

Responsibility in a Rapidly Developing India. Asian Case Research Journal Vol. 24, No. 01, pp. 71-96 

(2020) 

[2]. Gupta, A. H., & Mehta, S. (2016). The Effect of Colonization and Globalization in the shaping of Phulkari: A 

case study of the Textiles of Punjab, India. 

[3]. Gupta, Mehta. Patterns of Phulkari: Then and Now Bonfring. International Journal of Industrial 

Engineering and Management Science. Vol. 4, No.4, (2014). 

[4]. JD Viharini "Enjoying India: The Essential Handbook" 

[5]. Kaur Gagandeep, “Rich Art Poor Artisans”, Spectrum, The tribune, March, 30, 2008 

[6]. Kaur, Gupta (2014). Phulkari and Bagh folk art of Punjab: a study of changing designs from traditional to 

contemporary time. American International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences 

14(5), 118. 

[7]. Kaur, P. (2011). Revival of Punjab’s traditional handicraft: Phulkari. Asian Journal of Management, 2(1), 28 -

38. 

[8]. Malik, (2011). From Silk to  Synthetic Phulkari: The Long Journey of a  Period Textile. International 

Journal of Humanities and Social Science, 1(16), 265-280. 

[9]. Narrativizing Phulkari: Changing Notions of Work Ethic and Apprenticeship - (A Case Study Of Punjabi 

Embroiderers by Ashima Mittal And Navjit Kaur 



IJARSCT  ISSN (Online) 2581-9429 

    

 

       International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology (IJARSCT) 

                             International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

 Volume 4, Issue 1, March 2024 

Copyright to IJARSCT  DOI: 10.48175/568                63 

www.ijarsct.co.in                                                   

Impact Factor: 7.53 

[10]. Prabhjot Kaur.  Revival of Punjab’s Traditional Handicraft: Phulkari. Asian J. Management 2(1): Jan.-March 

2011,  28-38. 

[11]. Rajinder Kaur, Ila Gupta (2014) Phulkari and Bagh folk art of Punjab: a study of changing designs from 

traditional to contemporary time. American International Journal of Research in Humanities, Arts and 

Social Sciences AIJRHASS 5(1), 35-43. 

[12]. Rahman, M., & Yong, T.T. (Eds.). (2015). International Migration and Development in South Asia (1st ed.). 

Routledge. 

[13]. Sandhu,  A.  (2022).  Fashion  for  a  Cause:  Crafting  an  Image  of  Authenticity and  Well-being in  

Indian  Fashion Magazines. In Insights on Fashion Journalism (pp. 110-123). Routledge. 

[14]. Steel, F A. Phulkari Work in The Punjab. The Journal of Indian Art, 1886-1916; London Vol. 2, Iss. 17-24, 

(Oct 1888): 71-72. 

[15]. The Effect of Colonization and Globalization in the shaping of Phulkari: A case study of the Textiles of 

Punjab, India. 

[16]. Volume IX Issue (II)  September 2018 Chetana’s R.K.I.M.R. ISSN – 0976-2000 

 

 


