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Abstract: In a proactive effort to address water scarcity and the adverse effects of prolonged drought in 

California, a unique approach involving the deployment of 96 million shade balls on a reservoir has 

garnered significant attention. This innovative solution, implemented in reservoirs like the Los Angeles 

Reservoir, aims to combat water loss due to evaporation and minimize the proliferation of harmful algae. 

The shade balls, typically black in color, create a  

barrier that reduces sunlight exposure to the water surface, subsequently decreasing evaporation rates and 

inhibiting the growth of algae. This abstract explores the background, purpose, and outcomes of this 

remarkable strategy, underscoring its significance in achieving sustainable water resource management in 

water-stressed regions. The 96 million shade balls serve as a testament to the creativity and adaptability 

required in the face of growing environmental challenges, ultimately contributing to water conservation 

efforts in California and beyond.. 
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