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Abstract: This paper empirically evaluates the effects of college admissions policies on high school 

students' academic effort. I build a rank-order tournament model where high school students decide their 

level of effort and whether or not to take the college admissions test, considering how those decisions affect 

their future university admissions chances. Using administrative Chilean data for the 2009 college 

admissions process, I structurally estimate the parameters of the model. Two affirmative action policies are 

simulated: (a) SES-quota system, which imposes the population's socioeconomic group (SES) distribution 

for each university; (b) increasing the weight of high school GPA in the admission final score. These 

simulations support the claim that affirmative action in college admission may boost the amount of 

academic effort exerted by high school students. I also find that while increasing the weight of high school 

GPA is more effective in boosting students' academic effort in high school, the SES-quota system is more 

efficient in allocating the best students to the best universities. 
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