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Abstract: In the dynamic world of business, where constant adaptation is the accepted norm, Indian 

entrepreneurs have shown remarkable tenacity & creativity in generating innovative solutions by uniting 

the practicality of social entrepreneurship & catalyzing effective social change simultaneously. This spirit 

of the social enterprises of the country has become well represented in it’s start-up economic landscape, 

affirming the commitment to innovation & progress. It has also emerged as a powerful tool for addressing 

the innumerable social challenges like economic inequality, poor infrastructure, and bureaucratic red tape 

that are faced by the diverse Indian populace. Striving to eradicate these pressing obstacles, Indian 

entrepreneurs have hitherto espoused values of inclusivity, sustainability, and social responsibility as 

central tenets in their innovative strategies. They have successfully leveraged local resources while 

orchestrating value-added activities that engage the impoverished in a meaningful economic endeavour, 

uplifting them from their poverty-stricken conditions. Entrepreneurs have managed to wield these 

pressures, as a catalyst for growth and development of India. While the social entrepreneurship landscape 

in India faces hurdles owing to certain system-level constraints, there exists an opportunity to rectify these 

barriers. Reinforcing the infrastructure around social entrepreneurship, further facilitating access to 

capital, broadening awareness of innovative strategies, and refining regulatory frameworks can 

significantly contribute to the growth and scalability of these enterprises. Such development will be pivotal 

in solving the socially entrenched problem of poverty, and working towards an equitable, accessible, and 

high-quality social system in India. 

 

Keywords: social entrepreneurs, entrepreneurship, challenges, Indian society, growth & development, 

innovative solutions 

 

REFERENCES 

[1]. Dixit, S. (2018). ‘Challenges and Opportunities for Indian entrepreneurs.’ Business World. 

http://www.businessworld.in/article/Challenges-and-Opportunities-for-Indian-entrepreneurs/06-03-2018-

142180/ 

[2]. Harvard Business Review. (2018). ‘How one entrepreneur is trying to solve India’s health care problem.’ 

https://hbswk.hbs.edu/item/how-one-entrepreneur-is-trying-to-solve-india-s-health-care-problem 

[3]. Makhija, S., & Ganesh, U. (2019). ‘The Regulatory Hurdles That are Holding Back Young India.’ 

Entrepreneur IIndiashttps://www.entrepreneur.com/article/328941 

[4]. Nicholls, A. (2006). Social Entrepreneurship: New Paradigms of Sustainable Social Change. Oxford: Oxford 

University Press. 

[5]. Seelos, C. & Mair, J. (2005). Social entrepreneurship: Innovation across the nonprofit, private, and public 

sectors. Stanford, CA: Stanford Graduate School of Business. 

[6]. Robinson, J. (2006, April). Navigating Social and Institutional Barriers to Markets: How Social 

Entrepreneurs Identify and Evaluate Opportunities. SSRN Electronic Journal.  

[7]. Gupta, S. (2011). The Amul India Story. Tata McGraw-Hill Education 

[8]. Bornstein, D., & Davis, S. (2010). Social entrepreneurship: What everyone needs to know. Oxford 

University Press. Retrieved from https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=Q5AvDwAAQBAJ 



IJARSCT  ISSN (Online) 2581-9429 

    

 

       International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology (IJARSCT) 

                             International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

 Volume 3, Issue 1, November 2023 

Copyright to IJARSCT  DOI: 10.48175/IJARSCT-13613                88 

www.ijarsct.co.in                                                   

Impact Factor: 7.301 

[9]. Govinda, R., & Bandyopadhyay, M. (2008). Access to Elementary Education in India. National University of 

Educational Planning and Administration. Retrieved from 

http://www.nuepa.org/New/download/Publications/Access_to_Elementary_Education_in_India.pdf 

[10]. Census India. (2021). Retrieved from https://censusindia.gov.in/ 

[11]. Bianchi, D. And Pulido, J.E. (2010). Teach for All: International expansion in the social sector. Kennedy 

School Case Program, C16-10-1593.0. Retrieved from: 

https://www.hks.harvard.edu/centers/mrcbg/programs/sed/research-publications/teach-for-all 

[12]. Osburg, T. (2013). Solutions to Social Problems: Lessons from State and Civil Society in India. Springer 

Science & Business Media. Retrieved from https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=9-M0iag919IC 

[13]. World Bank. (2018). World Development Report 2018: Learning to Realize Education’s Promise. World 

Bank. Retrieved from https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/wdr2018 

[14]. Eine Welt Netz NRW. (2020). Teach For India. Retrieved from https://eineweltnetz.org/beitrag/teach-for-

indiaucken 

[15]. Van Trinh, L., & Blok, V. (2015). The critical role of social entrepreneurs in poverty reduction in emerging 

markets. Retrieved from https://valorisationcentre.com/dynamics/userfiles/files/Le%20van%20Trinh.pdf 

[16]. Light, P. (2006). Reshaping Social Entrepreneurship. Stanford Social Innovation Review. Retrieved from 

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/reshaping_social_entrepreneurship. 

[17]. Das, J., & Dutta, A. (2017). Inequalities in Indian Healthcare: A Perspective. Retrieved from 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5558042/ 

[18]. Balarajan, Y., Selvaraj, S., & Subramanian, S. V. (2011). Health care and equity in India. The Lancet, 

377(9764), 505-515. Retrieved from https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-

6736(10)61894-6/fulltext 

[19]. Bitran, R. (2014). Universal Health Coverage and the Challenge of Informal Employment: Lessons from 

Developing Countries. Retrieved from https://www.who.int/health_financing/documents/hsf_dp_e_14_2-

informal_employment/en/ 

[20]. Santos, Filipe M. (2012). A Positive Theory of Social Entrepreneurship. Journal of Business Ethics. 

Retrieved from https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10551-012-1113-7 

[21]. Shah, R. (2009). Aravind Eye Care’s Vision for India. Stanford Social Innovation Review. Retrieved from 

https://ssir.org/articles/entry/aravind_eye_cares_vision_for_india. 

[22]. Hemerijck, A., & Prabhu, R. (2021). Gender Equality and Social Entrepreneurship in the European Union – 

Social Europe Report. Social Europe. Retrieved from https://www.socialeurope.eu/gender-equality-and-

social-entrepreneurship-in-the-european-union 

[23]. Dees, J. G. 2017. The Meaning of Social Entrepreneurship, Strategy and Leadership. 

https://fuqua.duke.edu/centers/case/faculty-research/social-entrepreneurship 

[24]. Gupta, A. 2018. Anshu Gupta: From a Career in Advertising to Goonj. Impactpreneurs. 

http://impactpreneurs.com/anshu-gupta/ 

[25]. Patton, A. 2020. These Social Entrepreneurs Are Changing The World Through Their Start-ups.Observer 

Research Foundation. https://www.orfonline.org/research/these-social-entrepreneurs-are-changing-the-

world-through-their-start-ups/ 

[26]. Sharma, S. 2020. A network building approach to enable energy access at scale–Clean Energy Access 

Network (CLEAN). https://www.researchgate.net/publication/282975792_A_network_building 

_approach_to_enable_energy_access_at_scale_Clean_Energy_Access_Network_CLEAN 

[27]. Datta, P. 2019. The Agnikul take-off. The Financial Express. 

https://www.financialexpress.com/industry/agni-in-its-belly/1708313/ 

[28]. Ramakrishna, S. 2016. Rang De: The New-Age Microlender. Times of India. 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/rang-de-the-new-age-

microlender/articleshow/63284165.cms 

[29]. Husk Power Systems. 2021. About Us. Husk Power Systems. https://huskpowersystems.com/ 



IJARSCT  ISSN (Online) 2581-9429 

    

 

       International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology (IJARSCT) 

                             International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

 Volume 3, Issue 1, November 2023 

Copyright to IJARSCT  DOI: 10.48175/IJARSCT-13613                89 

www.ijarsct.co.in                                                   

Impact Factor: 7.301 

[30]. Svadha. 2020. Svadha: Sanitation Value Chain Solutions. Svadha Sanitation Solutions Pvt. Ltd. 

https://svadha.com/ 

[31]. Banyan Tree Infomedia LTD. 2019. Kids World Fun: Education Made Fun and Easy! 

https://www.kidsworldfun.com/ 

[32]. Peepul India. 2019. About Us. Peepul India. https://www.peepulindia.org/about/ 

[33]. Responsible Charity. 2019. What is responsible charity? Responsible Charity Corp. 

https://www.responsiblecharity.org/about/ 

[34]. Vidya & Child. 2018. About Vidya & Child. http://vidyaandchild.org/ 

[35]. Vaani Deaf Children’s Foundation. 2016. About Vaani. Vaani Deaf Children’s Foundation. 

https://vaani.in/about-vaani/ 

[36]. Shuhrid Foundation. 2017. About Shuhrid Foundation. http://www.shuhrid.org/ 

[37]. Dey, P., & Steyaert, C. (2018). Social Entrepreneurship: Critique and the Radical Enactment of the Social. 

Springer. Retrieved from https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-319-70350-0 

[38]. Chell, E., Spence, L. J., Perrini, F., & Harris, J. D. (2016). Social entrepreneurship and business ethics: Does 

social equal ethical?. Journal of Business Ethics, 133(4), 619-625. Retrieved from 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007%2Fs10551-014-2434-1 

[39]. Martin, R. L., & Osberg, S. (2015). Two keys to sustainable social enterprise. Harvard Business Review. 

Retrieved from https://hbr.org/2015/05/two-keys-to-sustainable-social-enterprise. 

[40]. Bhaduri, S., & Kumar, H. (2020). Social Entrepreneurship in India. Springer Link. 

https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-981-15-5179-1_2 

[41]. Vasudevan, H. P., & Pardhasaradhi, S. (2020). Role of Social Entrepreneurship in India: Issues and 

Challenges. Emerald Insight. https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/IJOEM-03-2020-

0135/full/html 

[42]. Wennstig, P., & Kjellsson, S. (2020). The Regulatory Environment of Social Enterprises in India. Chalmers 

Publication Library. http://publications.lib.chalmers.se/records/fulltext/515286/515286.pdf 

[43]. Harris, A., & Albury, D. (2009). The Disruptive Potential of Social Entrepreneurship in UK Education. 

Innovation Unit.https://www.innovationunit.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/The-Disruptive-Potential-of-

Social-Entrepreneurship-in-UK-Schools.pdf 

[44]. Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (PMJDY) – Financial inclusion Scheme. Accessed on 1st December 

2021.https://www.pmjdy.gov.in/scheme 

[45]. Huybrechts, B., and Nicholls, A. (2012), “Social Entrepreneurship: Definitions, Drivers and 

Challenges”https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/social-enterprise-journal/article/social-

entrepreneurship-definitions-drivers-and-challenges/5D1FE8EDF6B5A3A4342F9E1F01318C54 

[46]. Martin, R.L., and Osberg, S.(2007), “Social entrepreneurship: The case for 

definition”https://www.ssir.org/articles/entry/social_entrepreneurship_the_case_for_definition 

[47]. Peredo, A.M., and McLean, M.(2006), “Social entrepreneurship: A critical review of the 

concept”https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1016/j.jwb.2005.10.007/full/html 

[48]. Bacq, S. And F. Janssen (2011), “The Multiple Faces of Social Entrepreneurship: A Review of Definitional 

Issues Based on Geographical and Thematic Criteria”https://journals.aom.org/doi/abs/10.5465/ 

amr.34.6.zok927 

[49]. Dacin, P.A., Dacin, M.T., & Matear, M. (2010), “Social entrepreneurship: Why we don’t need a new theory 

and how we can move forward”https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1111/j.1467-6486.2010.00942.x 

[50]. Tsai, B., Bagozzi, B., & Liu, M. (2016), “Humans as Superorganisms: How Microbes, Viruses, Imprinted 

Genes, and Other Selfish Entities Shape Our Behavior”https://journals.plos.org/plosbiology/arti 

cle?id=10.1371/journal.pbio.1002527 

[51]. Gupta, V. And Srinivasan, N.(2015), “Challenges and prospects faced by social enterprises in India. 

International Journal of Social Entrepreneurship and 

Innovation”https://www.researchgate.net/publication/279165986_Environment_and_sustainability_Entrepre

neurial_innovation_and_social_enterprise_in_India 



IJARSCT  ISSN (Online) 2581-9429 

    

 

       International Journal of Advanced Research in Science, Communication and Technology (IJARSCT) 

                             International Open-Access, Double-Blind, Peer-Reviewed, Refereed, Multidisciplinary Online Journal 

 Volume 3, Issue 1, November 2023 

Copyright to IJARSCT  DOI: 10.48175/IJARSCT-13613                90 

www.ijarsct.co.in                                                   

Impact Factor: 7.301 

[52]. Goonj(n.d), “A Voice, An Effort”https://goonj.org/ 

[53]. Selco Foundation(n.d), “Innovative models for sustainability” http://www.selcofoundation.org/ 

[54]. Martin, R.L. & Osberg, S. (2007). Social Entrepreneurship: The case for definition. Stanford Social 

Innovation Review. Spring 2007. https://ssir.org/articles/entry/social_entrepreneu 

rship_the_case_for_definition#. 

[55]. Abu-Saifan, S. (2012). Social entrepreneurship: Definition and boundaries. Technology Innovation 

Management Review, 2: 22-27. 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/260373553_Social_Entrepreneurship_Definition_and_Boundaries. 

[56]. World Bank Group (2020). Poverty & Equity brief: India. World Bank. 

https://databank.worldbank.org/reports.aspx?source=poverty-and-equity-brief:-south-asia:-india. 

[57]. Barefoot College (2021). Barefoot Approach. Barefoot College. https://www.barefootcollege.org/what-we-

do/. 

[58]. Prahalad, C.K. (2014). The fortune at the bottom of the pyramid: Eradicating poverty through profits. 

Pearson Education India. https://www.visioncritical.com/news-events/fortune-at-the-bottom-of-the-pyramid-

eradicate-poverty-through-profits. 
 


