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Abstract: This study examines the experiences of Bengali settlers in the Andaman Islands, focusing on their 

socio-cultural adjustments and physical and cultural isolation. It highlights the unique challenges faced by 

this uprooted community and their adaptation to a new environment. The study emphasizes that the Bengali 

settlers, constituting 98% of the total Bengali population, consider the Andaman Islands as their true 

homeland, rooted in their culture rather than their ancestral regions. It explores the non-physical cultural 

elements that help them maintain a sense of homeland despite their detachment from their ancestral 

homelands. The research also investigates the ancestral identity of the Bengali settlers, revealing their 

origins in the marginalized community of East Pakistan. Additionally, the article reviews the political and 

economic influence of the Bengali settlers in the Andaman Islands and their recognition as valid migrants 

under the reservation policy. This study provides a comprehensive sociological understanding of the 

Bengali community in the Andaman Islands, contributing to the understanding of migration patterns, 

identity issues, and the social dynamics within and between different communities in the islands. 
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